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The Florida Baptist Convention and D
1954-1980

egregation,

by Mark Newman

lthough th
tat
malapportioned I gi lature
nabl d
d fiant hard-line segregationists in rural north Florida to
dominate the General As mbly until th lat 1960s, Florida' governors pursued a moderate policy of tokenism a nd minimal comp liance with fed ral desegregation initiatives in the late 1950 and
1960 . The Florida Baptist Convention, repre enting th e lar
t
white Protestant d enomination in the stat with 400,000 member ,
did not condemn Jim row until th mid-1960s, ut by appealing
to the primary commitments Southern Baptists held to law and order, peace, public ducation , and mission , it enc uraged th m to
acc pt desegregation. Most Southern Bapti t pre£ rred s gregation and some imbued it with biblical justification but the majori ty
of follower gradually, if reluctantly, accepted the demi e of de JUTe
egregation when its continuation conflicted with th ir prim ary
commitments. By the early 1970 , few Bapti t churches turned African American away from their doors, and most Baptists reje t d
forced segregation a unchristian. However, only a minority of Baptists sought integration , while some oth rs joined white flight to
the suburbs and privat school to evade de egregation. 1

A

Mark ewman i lecture r in history at the University of Derby, Derby, nited
Kingdom.
1. David R. Colburn , "Florida Politics in the Tw ntieth C ntury," in Michae l Gannon , ed., The New History oj Florida (Gainesville, 1996), 3 9-64; arl Black, Southern Governors and Civil Rights: Racial Segregation as a CamlJaign Issue in the econd
R eran truction (Cambridge, Mas ., 1976) , 92-97; Annual oJlheFlorida Baptist onvention, 1956 (hereafter cite d as Annual, Florida, [Jacksonvill , ]956]) ,38, 104105; amu I . Hill , "Florida," in Samuel S. Hill , d ., Religion in the outhern
State: Essay on the History oj Religion in the outhern United State (Macon, Ga. ,
1983) , 70-71 ; Rob rt H oward Ak rman, "Th Triumph of Moderation in Florida Tho ught and Politic : A Study of the Race 1ssu from 1954 to 1960" (Ph.D.
diss. , American University, 1967) , 219; Tim Nicholas, "Race Relations: outhern
Baptists and Blacks Today," H ome Missions 43 ( ovember 1973), 24. In ]970,
ov rnor Cla ud e Kirk attempted to prevent court-ordered bu ing of hool
chi ldren to desegregate chools in Manatee o un ty. Found guilty of contempt
and fined by United tate Distri t CourtJudge Ben Kr ntzman , Kirk withd rew
her,
his interve ntion and busing proceed ed. David R. Colburn and Ri ch ard K
"Race Relation and Florida Gubernatorial Politics since the Brown 0 i ion ,"
Florida Hiswrica
l
QuaTterly 55 (0 tober 1976), 168.

[1]
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In the 1950s, opinion polls indicated overwhelming white upport for segregation in Florid' , despite a relatively small black population compared to its Deep South neighbors. A statecommis ioned poll in 1954 found that seventy-five percent of
whites in leadership po itions across Florida oppo ed the Supreme
Court's ruling in Brown v. Board of Education on May 17 that segregated public schools were unconstitutional. Two years later a poll
by the American Institute of Public Opinion determined that approximately twenty percent of all Florida whites supported Brown. 2
Segregationists differed in their degree of commitment to Jim
Crow. Of the seventy-five percent of white leaders who opposed
Brown in 1954, more than thirty percent did so strongly, but over
forty percent did not have an irrevocable devotion to segregation.
The existence of high black populations in rural Protestant north
Florida and northern cities contributed to militant segregationi t
entiment in the region abo e Ocala. The plantation .heritage of
some northern counties also encouraged a strong attachment to
Jim Crow. A mixture of Catholics, Protestants, and Jews, south Florida housed the bulk of the state's population, most of which comprised moderate segregationists and nonsegregationists. Largescale migration to urban outh Florida in the decades after World
War II from the Northeast and Midwest, and from Cuba, especially
in the wake of Castro' revolution in 1959, further undermined
support for hard-line segregationist resistance in the state. However, by taking no account of the growing population of south Florida, malapportionment facilitated the continued domination of
the state assembly by rural segregationists in the northern part of
the state. Elected by popular vote, LeRoy Collins, Florida's moderate segregationist governor between 1955 and 1961, frequently

2. Numan V. Bartley, The Rise of Massive Resistance: Race and Politics in the South During the 1950s (Baton Rouge, 1969) , 13-14; Numan V. Bartley, The New South,
1945-1980 (Baton Rouge, 1995), 164, 164-65n36; Akerman, "The Triumph of
Moderation in Florida Thought and Politics," 66-67; Jo eph Aaron Tomberlin ,
"The Negro and Florida' System of Education: The Aftermath of the Brown
Case" (Ph.D diss., Florida State University, 1967), 57-61. Florida's population
was 21. percent African American in 1950. Colburn and Scher, "Race Relations
and Florida Gubernatorial Politic since the Brown Decision," 154, 154n4.
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3

clashed with th I gi lature over massive re i tanc to scho I d
gregation and r apportionment. 3
Th attitude of Florida' outhern Baptists toward egregation
reflected the prevailing entiments among white in general. The
heavily Bapti t counties lay in north Florida, and the majority of
Bapti th r were militant segregationists. Hard-line egregationi t Bapti ts believed that God had approved racial eparation in th e
Bible, and they cited biblical verses that they beli ved proved their
case. Outside north Florida, most Baptists adopt d a moderate segregationi t po ition. They pre£ rr d to e Jim Crow maintain d
but n t at the price of und rmining public education, p ac and
law and order. They also feared that overt raci m and racial ioI nce in Florida and th South hamp red the fforts of Baptist mi ionaries in Mrica and Asia. Moderate egregationists disagre d
with the Brown decision , but they were prepared to comply with it
and hoped to fore tall de egregation a long as possible. maller in
number, progr iv Baptist pastors and layn1 n rejected segregaion as di criminatory and therefor unchri tian . They firmly upported the Supr m Court' ruling, but they belie ed that it should
be implement d gradually to enable a peaceful transition, particularly in areas where Mrican Americans formed a significant portion
of the population. 4

rman , "Th Triumph of Moderation in Florida Thought and Politic ," 6
67, 288-90; Tomb rlin, "The egro and Florida' y tern of Education ," -9-60;
Colburn , "Florida Politic in th Twentieth Century," 344-47, 361-65;
il R.
McMillen , The Citizens' Council: Organized Resistance to the Second Recon truction,
1954-64 (U rbana, Ill. 1971) , 9 -99; Black, Southern Govern ors and Civil Rights, 9092, B8; Bartl ey, The ew outh, 164-65; Tom R. Wagy, Governor LeRoy ollins oj
Florida: jJokesrnan o/thl' ew outh (Tu caloosa, 1985),22, 46-143; Jack Bass and
Walter DeVrie ', The Trans/ormation oj outhem Politics: Social Change and Political
Consequence Since 1945 ( w York, 1976), 109. In February 1967 the .S. Di 'trict ourt in Miami ordered reapportionment of th e stal assembly in wann v.
Adams and th ereby end d the dominan e of north Florida legislators. Charlton
W. Tebeau, A History oJFlorida (Coral Gables, Fla. , 1971) , 449; ManningJ. Dauer,
"Florida: Th Different State," in William C. Havard, ed., The Changing Politics 0/
the South (Baton Rouge, 1972), 119-21 , 136-39.
4. Hi ll "Florida," 72 ; Re o lutio n of Ridg Boulevard Baptis t hurch J ack onvi lle,
Octob r 10, 1956, box I , folder , Paper of the hristian Life Commi ' ion of
the outh rn Baptist Conve ntion, Southern Baptist Hi torical Library and
Archi , a hville, 11 nne se (hereaft r cited a CLC Papers, BH ); H rb rt S. Giffin to th Christia n Life Commission
ov mb r 6, 1957, box 11 ,
fold r 6, CLC Paper, BHU; R. B. ulbre th , 'The Ra ial Prabl m ," Florida
Baptist Witn s , Decem b r 4, 1958.
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Progressives occupied some leadership positions within the
Florida Baptist Convention's Woman's Missionary Union (WMU),
Baptist Student Union, and the Department of Work with National
Baptists in Florida, establish d in 1965. They sought to promote
improved race relation and acceptance of desegregation. In most
years, progressives and mod rate segregationists dominated the
Convention's Social Service and Temperance Committee, charg d
with offering Baptists guidance on ethical issues in its reports and
recommendations. Conventi n messengers, elected representatives of member churches, met annually and voted on the adoption
of reports, recommendations, and resolutions. Although their
votes did not bind Southern Baptists or their churches, they nevertheless indicated mainstream Baptist opinion. 5
The Florida Baptist Convention passed through three stages in
response to the issue of desegregation. In its first stage, between
1954 and 1958, the Convention urged Baptists to re pond calmly to
the Brown ruling by ob ying the law and rejecting violence. As segregationist anxiety mounted after Orchard Villa Elementary
School, in Miami, became the first white public school in Florida to
admit Mrican Americans in 1959, the Convention entered its second stage. It made few pronouncements on race relations, oth r
than to deplore violence and hate, and criticize civil rights activity.
The Convention's third stage began in 1964 after passage of the
Civil Rights Act, which outlawed segregation in public accommodations and discrimination in employment. Cautiously at first but
with increasing force as the decade went on, the Convention condemned segregation and racial discrimination. Baptist Memorial
Hospital and Florida Baptist Children's Home agreed to admit
people regardless of race. In the late 1960s and early 1970s, Baptist
churches also began to abandon discriminatory admittance practices. At the same time, however, some Baptists and their churche

5. "Bapti t Youth Conference To Be Interracial," Religious News Service, April 12,
1954;Jo ephineJones, Executive Secretary of the Florida WMU , to A. C. Miller,
November 26, 1957, box 11 , fold r 6, CLC Papers, SBHLA; "Stetson Students
Reject Integration," The Christian Index, January 5, 1956; Annual FLorida, 1955,
38, 101-102; 1965,30-31; 1966,39-40; W. G. Stracener, "Each Baptist Speaks for
Himself," Florida Baptist Witness, April 7,1960.
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joined white flight to the suburbs and upported the establishment
of church schools to evade desegregation. 6
Most of Florida's political leaders and leading new pap r responded to the Brown decision by appealing for calm and restraint.
U nited State Senator George Smather called for "calm, clear
thinking" and warned against "inflammatory stat ments bas d on
anger or resentment. " Hi £ llow senator Spessard Holland urged
"patience and moderation ." Acting Governor harley John indicated the need to study the decision. Hi chief ri al (and eventual
victor) in the Democratic gubernatorial primary race, State enator LeRoy Collins, promi ed to employ all legal means to maintain
school segregation but warned against "hysteria and political demagoguery. " 7
w. G. Stracener, editor of the Florida Baptist Witness, the Florida
Baptist Convention' weekly newspaper with a circulation of
4,834, sought to contain emotions and reassur his r aders th a t
solution could be worked out. Stracener wrot that the Supreme
Court's ruling should not com as a surprise to informed p eople,
and h e argued that " [T] he effect of the ruling will not b imme diate [,] and it will take considerable time to impl rne nt it.... " H e
urged Baptists to "manifes t the spirit of Christ in the influenc they
exert in this hour. " It was, h e said, "a time for prayer, cool h eads
and Chri tian attitudes and actions."
The Southern Bapti t Conv ntion (SBC) , the Me thodi t
Church , and the Presbyterian Church in the United Sta tes supported the Brown decision. Stracener comment d that the BC '

6. Tomberlin, "The egro and Florida's Sys tem of Education," 17-22; Reed Sarratt,
The Ordeal of Desegregation: The First Decade (New York, 1966), 9 -99 11 3-14;
ase
Davi d R. Colburn , "Florida's overnors Confront th e Brown Deci ion:
tudy of the Con titutional Politics of School Desegregation, 1954-1970," in
Kermit L. H aIl and J ames W. Ely Jr., eds., An Uncertain Tradition: Constitutionalism
and the H istory of the South (Athens, Ga., 1989), 338-39.
7. Ak rman, "Th Triumph of Moderation in Florida Thought an d Po litics," 5961,262-64; Tomberlin, "The egro and Florida's Sy ·te m ofEdu ation ," 25-42,
51;J o eph A. Tombe rlin , "Florida White a nd the Brown Deci ion of 19 4," Florida Histo'rical Quarterly 51 (July 1972), 23-29, 31-35 (fir t three quotations on p .
32); Wagy, Governar LeRoy Collins ofFWrida, 60; Blac k, Southern Governars and Civil
R ights, 93 (fourth quotation).
8. W. G. trace ner, "Th Ruling Aga in t Segregation ," Florida Baptist Witnes, May
27, 1954 (fir t a nd second quotations); W. . tracener, "More bout The AntiSegregation Rulin g," Flarida Baptist Witness, J u ne 3, 1954 (third quotation) ;
Annual of the Southern Baptist onvention, 1954 (hereafter cited a ' Annual, SBC
[Na hviIle, 1954]), 428 .
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recommendation was "to be expected," but he neither endor ed
nor condemned the action. In subsequent months, he published
articles that both advanced and criticized the biblical defense of
segregation. 9
By contrast, the Florida onference of the Methodi t Church
and the Florida Council of Churches endorsed the Supreme
Court's ruling. The Florida WMU also took a progressive position
and dir cted the Young Men's Conference, held under its sponsorhip, to be interracial, making it the first integrated Baptist youth
meeting held in the state. A utely conscious of Baptist division
over de egregation, the Florida Baptist Convention ignored th
Brown ruling at its annual me ting in November 1954. 10
However, fears for the future of the public school y tern oon
induced Baptists to speak out for its preservation. In 1955, hardline segregationists in the Florida legislature failed to pass a bill
calling for a constitutional amendment to overturn Brown, but they
uccessfully sponsored a pupil assignment law that gave local
chool boards authority over tudent placement. The Florida Bapti t Convention responded by passing two resolutions that sidestepped the issue of desegregation and focused on the need to
maintain public education. One resolution urged "the mployment of great patience and high Christian ideals in every consideration of this matter [desegregation], to the end that the will of God
may be realized." In its other resolution, the Convention appealed
to Baptists to work locally in b half of the public schools. The me engers declared:
[T]he Florida Baptist Convention express[es] our faith in
and our continued support of the Public School System of
our Country, and . . . we urge our people to support it in

9. W. G. Stracener, "A Convention With Apprehensions," Florida Baptist Witness,
june 17, 1954 (quotation); AnnuaL, SBC, 1954,56; "The Churches peak," New
South 9 (Augu t 1954), 1, 3; "The Churches Speak," New South 11 (October
1956) ,5-7; R. Lofton Hudson , "Is egregation Christian?," Florida Baptist Witness,
August 5, 1954;]. L. Ro ser, "Integration Or Segregation," Florida Baptist Witness,
january 27,1955.
10. Akerman, "The Triumph of Moderation in Florida Thought and Politic ," 218;
Tomberlin, "The Negro and Florida's System of Education," 51-52, 54-55;
Tomberlin , "Florida Whites and the Brown Decision," 30-31; "Baptist Youth Conference To Be Interracial," ReLigious News Seroice, April 12, 1954; Annual, Florida,
1954, 102-103; Edward Earl joiner, A History of Florida Baptists Qacksonville ,
1972) ,235 .
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pirit, and to advise with it in local ar a ,throu h its Parent
Teacher's Association and kindred organizations, that it
may continu to be an ffectiv agency for our way of li£
as we know it in the Unit d States of Ameri a.
The Convention al 0 adopt d a Social Service and Temperance Committee r port that called for "sane, seri u thinking" by
Florida ' leader in d aling with the crisi . The r port urged acceptanc of change. It proclaim d that "Chri tians must eek the guidanc of God and exerci
courage and wisdom in adju ting
th mselves and the ocial ord r of their communiti to what v r
changes may b r quired." "
Th
onvention 's own institutions, including Stetson University at DeLand, did not admit Mrican Americans. In November
1955, the executive ouncil of th Baptist Student Union at St on
adopted a re olution urging the Student Governm nt A ociation
(SGA) to support the admission of black students. The SGA held a
student referendum in which an unreported maj rity of the vot r
reje ted int gration. The university, governed by a board of truste , remained clo ed to black .'2
Most Southern Bapti ts, like other white Floridian , r main d
committ d to maintaining segregation. Facing a trong challenge
in the Democratic gubernatorial primary of 1956 from Sumt r L.
Lowry, a hard-line gregationi t, Governor LeRo
ollin r it rated his ommitment to pre erving s gregati n , peacefully and
lawfully. oUin al 0 appointed a Special dvisory Committee,
chair d by L. L. Fabisin ki, to r commend ways of preventing d egregation. Th Ku Klux Klan held a erie of motorcad and
cro burnings in the state. W. G. Strac n r called on Floridian to
disavow "the xtr mi ts on ither end of the controver y" and "to
b Christian in attitude and action." Unable to propose "th final
an w r," trac n r warned that "Whether we lik it or not, we are

I l.Annual, Florida,
5- 6 19 ,34-3 ,3 , 101-102 (fir tquotation o n p. 36, e ond quo tation on p. 35, third quo tatio n n p. 102, fourth quotation o n p . 101 ); Ak rOl a n , e
"Th Triumph of Mod era tio n in Florida Thought and Po litics," 83-84; To mb rT gro and Florida' Sy t m of Educa tion ," 145-52 ; Wagy, Governor
lin, "Th
LeRoy Collins of Florida, 60-61 .
12." t tson Stude nts Rej ect Integration ," The hristian Index, Janu ary 5, 1956.
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going to be increasingly faced with the need for a solution to the
problem of segregation."13
Collins's overwhelming primary victory confirmed that in the
mid-1950s most whites uppor ted his moderate segregationist policies. In July 1956, Collins endorsed and the legislature enacted the
Fabisinski Committee's proposals by approving a stronger pupil
placement law, giving the governor greater power to regulate public facilities and clarifying the chief executive's powers to declare
an emergency. Collins adjourned the assembly when hard-line segregationists proposed to close schools faced with court-ordered desegregation and called for an interposition resolution nullifying
Brown, by interposing the authority of the state between Florida's
citizens and the federal government. 14
Me ting in November, th Florida Baptist Convention adopted
a Social Service and Temperance Committee report that called on
Baptists to obey the civil law and cited biblical verses demanding
obedience. The Committee warned that "Our careless discussion
that are reflected in ugly words, un-Christlike actions, heated arguments, and disrespect for law and those in authority, are posing this
hour not the problem of integration, but disintegration." The report admonished Baptists to reject violence and mob resistance to
desegregation. It declared:
Baptist people ... who believe in the New Testament as
their guide, can never be recruited, nor would we make fit
candidates for any mob organization such as the Ku Klux
Klan, Night Riders, or Vigilantes, or any others whose goal

13. W. G. tracener, "The Extremists Can't Settle It," Florida Baptist Witness, March
15, 1956 (quotations); Akerman, "The Triumph of Moderation in Florida
Thought and Politics," 96-108, 110, 310; Tomberlin, "The Negro and Florida's
System of Education," 101-44, 164; Wagy, Governor LeRoy Collins oj Florida, 61 -72;
Bartley, The Rise oj Massive Resistance, 142, 278.
14. Colburn and Scher, "Race Relation and Florida Gubernatorial Politics since
the Braum Decision," 155-56; Colburn, "Florida's Governors Confront the Brawn
Decision," 332-33; Akerman, "Th Triumph of Moderation in Florida Thought
and Politic ," 110-13; Tomb rlin, "The Negro and Florida's System of Education ," 168-77. Collins received 434,274 votes and Lowry, his close t opponenl,
179,019. Wagy, Governor LeRoy Collins of Florida, 72, 74-75.
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i to d efeat and s t asid th laws of our land, r gardl ss of
what our mVIl p ersonal interpretation of that law may b e.
N ith r th Convention nor W. G. Strace ner addr s d th Tallahassee bus boyco tt against segregated seating, which h ad bee n
under way since May. 15
Governor Collin temporarily uspend d bu
rvic in Tallahassee in January 1957 following incidents of white violen ce directed at the boyco tt's leaders.1 6 In his inaugural address that
month, Collin warned against d efiance of the Supreme Court,
pledged his commitment to maintain segregation, and conceded
the justice of black d emands for equal opportunities. As Collins becam e more moderate , hard-line segregationists in the malapportioned legislature became increasingly strident in their defen e of
Jim Crow. In April 1957, the assembly approved an interpo ition
resolution that declared Brown to be "null, void and of no effect. "
Lacking th authority to veto a re olution, Collin, criticiz d th action and vetoed a local option school closing bill passed by th e legi lator .17
In September, Governor Orval Faubus d efi d court-ordered
chool desegregation in Little Rock, Arkansas, and Pr ident
Dwight D. Eis nhow r sent in federal troops to enforce it. Florida
tate legislators, called into special session by Governor Collins to
d ebate his reapportionment proposals, pa d a re olution calling
on Congress to censure the president for his actions. They also ap-

15. Annual, Florida, 1956, 38, 104-105 (first quotation on p. 104; second quotation
on p. 105); Charles U. Smith and Lewis M. Kill ian, The TaLLahassee Bus Boycott
(1 w York, 1958) . The ommitt e cited , in scriptural pport, Matthew 22:21
"Render unto Caesar the things that a re Caesar 's," Romans 13: 1 " .. . the Powers
that be are ordain ed of God," a nd / Peler 2: 13 "Submit yourse lves to every ord inance of man for the Lord 's sake." Annual, Florida, 1956, 105.
16. Wagy, Governor LeRoy Collins of Flo'rida, 77-78. The boyco tt, which co ntinu d
in termitte ntly until th e pring of 1958, produced an uneasy and unstated compromi in whi h d s g r gation occurr d on pred om inan tly black, but not predominan tly white, ro u tes. Bartley, The New South, 180-81.
17. Akerman "Th e Triumph of Mod ration in Florida Thought and Pol itics," 11 318, 120-23; Tomb rlin , "Th Negro and Florida' Sy tem of Ed uca
tion ," 181-87;
Ba rtley, The Ri e of Massive Resistance, 131, 144; Wagy, Governor LeRoy Collins of
Florida, 79-83, 87-89 (quotation on p. 87); Colburn, "Florida Politics in th
Twentieth Ce n tury," 363.
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proved a bill, which Collins signed, providing for the au tomatic closure of schools in the event of federal troops being deployed to
de egregate them. 18
W. G. Stracener responded to the events in Little Rock by
blaming the major participants for the development of the crisis.
He wrote:
With a minimum of statesmanship, a maximum of political
prejudice, and almost a total absence of studied judgment
we have in recent days seen a Federal Court judge, the
Governor of a Sovereign State and the President of the
United States each contribute in order their own impetuous blunders to the heightening of tensions and the destruction of good will. ...
Unlike hard-line segregationists, Stracener refused to praise
Faubus's defiance. He urged Baptists "to pray for Christian grace
equal to the situation which we ourselves shall be called upon to
face."19
Meeting in Novemb r, the Florida Baptist Convention opposed proposals made by militant segregationist legislators for
state tuition grants to fund students who wanted to attend private
schools. The messengers adopted a resolution that declared "public funds should not be expended to support or maintain private or
religious schools or educational in titutions." In its report the Social Service and Temperanc Committee argued that Southern
Baptists, as members of the largest white denomination in the
South, had a peculiar responsibility to solve the problem of integration. It alluded to the problems that egregation crises created for
Baptist mi sionaries abroad. Appealing to their primary commitments, the Committee asked Baptists "What would Christ say about
a problem which threatened the integrity of the Christian teaching
and endangered the peace and safety of this nation?"20

18. Akerman, "Th e Triumph of Moderation in Florida Thought and Politics," 12325; Tomberlin, "The Negro and Florida's System of Education," 188; Bartley,
The Rise oj Massive Resistance, 278-79; Wagy, Governor LeRoy Collin oj Florida, 8910l.
19. W. G. Stracener, "A Blunderful Time," Florida Baptist Witness, October 3, 1957.
20. Annual, Florida, 1957,5 1,52-53 (first quotation on p .53), 141 ( econd quotation) ; Colburn, "Florida's Governors Confront the Brown Decision," 335-36.
Florida did not adopt tuition grants for private, nonsectarian s/2hools. Sarratt,
The Ordeal oj Desegregation, 115.
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Incr asingly de p rate, a few gregationist e tremi ts turned
to violence. In the spring of 1958, they dynamit d a ynagogu
chool in Miami and a black chool andJ wi h C nter in Jack onville. Stracener ignored these incid nts, but fear of further t rrori m led him to condemn violenc ,after segregationi ts bombed a
ynagogue in Atlanta, Georgia, six months later. H denounced th
bombings as "shameful" acts of "wanton d truction." Stra n r
warned that "It i time for citizen g nerally, not ju t law nforcement officers, to speak out openly and le t th ir wrath over such
d ed be clearly known - lest the disease of prejudiced viol nc
pread like an uncontrollable epid mic."21
At the annual m ting of the Florida Bapti t on ntion, the
m ssengers, prompt d by progressive , clearly tated their rejection ofviolenc and lawlessness. Juliu Av ry, th Convention' progressiv pr ident, warned that racial violence con tituted a
, riou handicap to the truggling efforts of our £ w mi sionaries
in many foreign countries." Aware that orne Bap tist church in
the South had upported private chools to evade de egregation,
very cautioned the m eng r that "stigma and r proach " would
be brought upon "Bapti ts if even one of our chur h es should lend
its building for a purpose which i d signed to circumvent and
.. ount r-ac t the interpr tation of law by the high t court in our
ountry."22
R. B. Culbreth, pa tor of Miami Springs Bapti t Church,
preached to the Conv ntion about "The Ra ial Problem." Culbreth
argu d that the Bible rej cted discrimination ince all were one in
J sus Chri t. Lik Avery, he warned that America' racial probl m
undermined for ign mi ion. Culbreth laim d:
In Jordan, the childr n of our missionari w re pelted
with ton and the Arab childr n cried the only American
words they knew, "Little Rocks."

21. W. G. trac n r," uch Violence Merits v re Punishment," Florida Bapti t Witness, October 23, 195 (quotations); Raymond A. Mohl, "The Patte rn of Race
R la rion in Miami in ce the 1920s, ' in David R. Colburn and J ane L. Land rs,
eds., The frican rnerican Heritage a/Florida (Gain vi ll , 1995),345; Ak rrnan ,
"Th e Triumph of Mod ration in Florida Thought and Politics," 307, 309; Co lburn and Scher, "Race Relatio ns and Florida Guberna torial Politi
in e th e
Brown
i ion ," 163 .
22. "Bapti t Leader cor s hri tian For ' Immaturity,'" Religious ew Service,
ov mb r 14, 1958.
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There is absolutely no way to avoid the race factor in world
missions, except by rising above it in Christian love.
So impressed were the messengers by Culbreth' words that
they instructed Stracener to publish the sermon in the Florida Baptist WitnessY The Convention also passed a resolution that urged
Baptists to "inculcate the proper respect for law and government
among our people," condemn and "refrain from acts, attitudes and
association which tend to lawlessness and violence," and "denounce all men who deliberately intensify the problem [of desegregation] for personal or political self-interest."24
The Convention entered its second stage in 1959 when the first
instance of school desegregation in Florida occurred peacefully
and voluntarily in September at Orchard Villa Elementary School.
At its annual meeting the Convention ignored race relation ,
which did not even receive a mention in the report of the Social
Service and Temperance Committee. The silence of the Convention in part reflected a belief that the prospect of a violent school
desegregation crisis had receded. Equally and perhaps more significantly, the Convention's silence reflected antipathy among many
Southern Baptists and other whites toward any further desegregation. 25
In 1960, a wave of sit-ins conducted by African Americans at
lunch counters that refused them service spread across the South
and to Florida's major cities. Whites responded with violence on
several occasions and with greatest force in Tallahassee and Jacksonville. Although Gov rnor Collins condemned the sit-ins a a tactic, he expressed sympathy with the protestors ' goals and
establi hed a state biracial committee in an unsuccessful attempt to
resolve the problem. Florida's voters showed their displea ure with
the protests and Collins's moderate approach by electing hard-line
23. W. G. Strace ner, "A Conventio n of Progress and Purpose," Florida Baptist Witnes ,
November 27, 1958; R. B. Culbreth , "The Racial Problem ," Florida Baptist Witness, December 4, 1958 (quotations) .
24. Annual, Florida, 1958, 36,38 (quotations) .
25. Ibid ., 1959, 124-26; Akerm an , "The Triumph of Modera tion in Florida Tho ught
and Politics," 123-30, 132-33; Colburn and Scher, "Race Rela tion and Florida
Gube rnatorial Politics since the Brown Decision ," 157. Orchard Villa se rved an
area that was changing from white to black and the schoo l soon became predomin antly African American. Sarratt, The Ordeal of Desegregation, 98-99, 11 3-14;
Colburn, "Florida's Governors Confront the Brown Decision," 338-39; Tomberem of Education ," 195-98.
lin , "The Negro and Florida' Syst
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egregationist C. Farris Bryant over Collin' fa ored candidat ,
Doyle E. CarltonJr., as th ir next governor. 26
Popular rejection of Collins's relative moderation appeared in
weaker form at meetings of the Florida Bapti t Convention. In
1960, the messenger adopted a Christian Life Committee report
that did not mention race relations other than , briefly, to decry violence. A year later, the Convention adopted a r port critical f th
ivil Rights movement. In an allu ion to the National Association
for the Advancement of Colored People, the Christian Life Committee ' report claimed:
[I] t was not in the mind of Chri t to organize a National
Association for th Advancement of Slaves, but rather it
wa in the mind of Christ to found His church which
preached His gospel, which in time would make all m n
free, as one man at a tim was won to Christ and His Kingdom. We should be in agreement that we ca n either legislate nor otherwise enforce morality.
Thereafter th Committee ignored race rela tions, except to
make platitudinous calls for people to adopt a Chri tian pirit. 27
Civil rights protests inten ified in the arly 1960s and reached
a peak in 1963 with d monstrations against segregation in Daytona, Tallahassee, Jacksonville, and St. Augustine . W. C. Strac ner
on ceded that "there has been entirely too much prejudice and
discrimination in every section of our country," but he insi t d that
all hould obey the law, whether they agreed with it or not. H e condemned both white segr gationi t violence and civil rights prot sts,
and he urged Bapti ts to "speak out against both lawle violenc
on the one hand and unwarranted provocation on the other.

26. Akerman , "Th Triumph of Mode ration in Florida Tho u ht and Politic ," 16381; Wagy, Governor LeRoy Collins oj }lorida, ] 33-43, 170-72; Colburn, "Florid
a's
Gove rnors Confront th e BTOwn Decision ," 339-40; Black, 'outhern Governor. and
iv'il R ights, 93-96; Te beau, A H istory oj Florida, 444; nited tates ommi ion
o n Civil Righ ts, "Poli ce Inaction and Anti-Negro Violence," in Alan F. We tin ,
d ., Freedom Now!: The Civil Rights Struggle in America ( ew York, 1964), 216-] ;
a lbum and eh r, "Rae Relatio ns and Florida Gub rn ato rial Politics ince
the Brown Decision ," ] 63.
7, Annual, Florida, 1960, 35, 137-38; Annual, Florida, 1961 ,37, 126-27 (quotation o n
p.127) ; Annual, Florida, 1962,39, 120; Annual, }lorida, 1963,41, 126. Th e Committe on Social S rvi e a nd Temp ranee ch an ged its n am to the Christian
Life ommittee in 1959. Annual, Florida, 1959,39.
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Stracener objected to "outsiders" coming into local communitie
to prote t. He preferr d a voluntary solution to racial problems,
which he recognized meant a process of gradual change according
to local conditions. Consequently, Stracener warned Baptists that
"if Christian leadership in the community delays action and Chri tian solution very long, it may rest as ured that outsiders of some
kind, either agitators or government officials or both, will intrude
themselves to impose their solution."28
Change came slowly to the Florida Baptist Convention; most of
its institutions remained lily white. A Baptist survey conducted in
1963 reported that no Southern Baptist church in the state had African American memb rs. However, there were also indication of
shifting attitudes toward segregation, as twenty-five churches said
they would admit blacks to services "if and when they came." Furthermore, Stetson University admitted several black stud nts. Although First Baptist Church, Tallahassee, voted in February 1964
not to accept the recommendation of its pastor, C. A. Roberts, and
deacons to overturn a one-hundred-year-old policy of excluding
blacks, they did so by the narrowest of margins, 640 vote to 626. A
few month after the pas age of the Civil Rights Act in July 1964,
First Baptist allowed African Americans to attend worship ervices.29
Enactment of the bill encouraged Baptists to reject forced segregation and di crimination as the Florida Baptist Convention entered its third tage. W. G. Stracener opposed the bill b fore its
passage. In April 1964, he declared that "Every loyal and law-abiding citizen. .. hould have the right to enjoy the freedoms of full
citizenship and the equality of opportunity assured by the Con titution." However, Stracener argued that the bill would undermine
rather than secure citizenship rights. He explained:

28. W. G. Stracener, "Considering Racial Tensions," Florida Baptist Witness, June 20,
1963 (quotations); Tebeau, A History of Florida, 445. On the demonstrations in
St. Augustine see David R. olbum, Racial Change & Community Crisis: St. Augustine, Florida, 1877-1980 (New York, 1985; reprint ed. Gaine ville, 1991) .
29. "Churches Vary On Racial Policy," The Christian Index, November 14,1963 (quotation); "Tallahas ee Baptist Church Votes To Bar Negroes," Religious News Service, January 27, 1964; "Tallahassee Church Shuns Race Vote," Religious News
Service, February 2, ]964; "Segregation Was Jolting to Pastor," Biblical Recorder,
June 12, 1965.
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We are oppos d to purchasing rights for the minority at
the price of denial to the majority of other rights e qually a
important. We ar al 0 opposed to granting the Federal
Government authority which could in the wrong hands
create situations which would be a worse denial of ba ic
freedom than ar any pre ent evil prejudic and di crimination. 30
Stracener beseeched Bapti ts to obey the bill, n ce enact d , a
their civic and hri tian duty. H r garded the private bu ines ,
private employm nt, and voting sections of the bill as "constitutionally questionable," but he recognized that "it may be that th
£ rce of new law i e ential for in uring the lib rti s of tho who
ar bing di criminat d against." Stracen r al 0 cited biblical
verses that required hri tian to obey the law. H affirm d:

As both American citizen and even more as hristian citizens we are und r obligation to obey the law of our land
unle it is plainly contrary to the law of God and the d finite leading of the Holy Spirit. ...
[W] e will rememb r that obedience to law i not only for
con ci nc ak but for God' honor and fo r the strengthening of our own Christian testimony befor the world.
By contrast, Governor C. Farri Bryant de lared "I don 't propo to enforce civil rights. " 3 1 Passage of the Civil Rights Act I d th e
Chri tian Life ommitt to i su a forthright cond mnation of racial discrimination in a report adopted by the Florida Bapti t onvention. The report
n£
d:" [W] e humbly a knowledge and
repent of our own involvement in the pattern of prejudic and

30. W. G. trace n e r, "Thee Pr ide n t'
ppeal to Southe rn Ba ptists," Florida BalJ/ist
Witness, pril 9, 1964.
31. trace n er cite d Romans 13: 1-5, I Peter 2:13-16 a nd T itus 3: 1-2. W. G. tra e n r,
" hri ' lian Obe di n e to Civil Rights Law," Florida Bapti t Witnes , July 16, 1964
(fir ·t and third quo ta ti on ); W. C . trac n e r, "Libert
y
a nd th e Pur uit of H a ppiy
2, 1964 (second quotatio n ) ; Bryant qu ot d in
n e s," Florida Baptist Witness, Jul
in
olburn a nd Sc h r, "Ra e Re la tions a nd Florida Cube rn to rial Politi
the Bm wn 0 isiol1," 166; Akerman , "Th Triumph o f Mod e ration in Flo rida
Thought and Politics," 32 -29.
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bias that have caused us to ignore the rights, offend the dignity,
and deny the worth of our fenow men. "32
Desegregation proceeded smoothly, for the most part, in Florida, despite Governor's Bryant's defiant words and the antipathy of
his successor, Haydon Burns.33 Baptist leaders urged their coreligionists to support racial equality. In 1965, Stracener voted for a
resolution by the Southern Baptist Press Association that exhorted
Baptists "to take immediate steps to assist all citizens to attain full
privileges ofU. S. citizenship .... " C. A. Roberts addressed the pastors' conference of the Southern Baptist Convention in June and
pleaded with clergymen to preach against prejudice and racial discrimination. The SBC appro ed a resolution in which the messengers pledged themselves to work in behalf of "peaceful compliance
with laws assuring equal rights for all." Stracener praised the resolution as "good" and reprinted it in the Florida Baptist Witness. 34
The Florida Baptist Convention adopted a Christian Life Committee report in 1965 that condemned segregation and confessed
"Our thunderous silence in the face of oppressive injustice for
American Negroes .... " The report implored Baptists to gain "the
initiative in racial reconciliation." The Convention took practical
steps to promote improved race relations by creating a Department
of Work with National Baptists in cooperation with the leaders of
the three black Baptist denominations in Florida. The department
promoted meetings between black and white pastors and their denominational leaders and supported evangelism among Mrican
Americans. 35
Although the Convention supported racial equality, it was less
successful in persuading Baptist institutions to follow its example.
Stetson University signed the non-discrimination pledge required
32. Annual, Flmida, 196423,116 (quotation).
33. Black, Southern Governors and Civil Rights, 96-97,226-28. Critics of civil rights legislation, Bryant and Burns nevertheless did nothing to impede school desegregation, which occurred slowly. Colburn and Scher, "Race Re lations and Florida
Gubernatorial Politic since the Brown Decision," 159-60; Colburn, "Florida'
Governors Confront the Brown Decision," 340-44; Tomberlin, "The Negro and
Florida's System of Education," 204-207, 212, 219, 221, 233-42, 271; Akerman,
"The Triumph of Moderation," 323-32, 339, 345, 348-53.
34. W. G. Stracener, "Some Progress in Race Relations," Florida Baptist Witness,
March 4, 1965 (first quota tion); W. G. Stracener, "Convention Expressions on
Race," Florida Baptist Witness, June 24, 1965 (second quotation) ; W. G. Stracener,
"Southern Baptists Turn the Corner," Florida Baptist Witness,june 17, 1965 (third
quotation);Jackson (MissifSiPPi) Daily News, June 1, 1965.
35. Annual, Flmida, 1965, 30-31, 35,114 (quotations); Annual, Florida, 1966,39-40.
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under th Civil Rights Act by in titution seeking to maintain eligibility for federal funds , but Baptist Memorial Ho pital in Jacksonville refused. Only one Southern Baptist church in Florida, First
Bapti t hurch, Cocoa, participated in Race Rela tions Sunday in
1965 by exchanging pastors with a black church.36
In 1966, white Floridians signaled their continued reservations
about d segr gation by lecting Republican laude Kirk, who opposed both open housing legislation, then under onsideration by
Congress, and busing to achieve school desegregation. The following year Mrican American rioted in seven Florida cities, and Kirk
sent in the National Guard when reque ted by local authoritie .
The Christian Life Committee bemoaned the crisis and called for
"reconciliation. " Its report declared: "While our state is being ridd led by racial cri is and political jousting, and people are being
consumed by the cancer of unconcern and irre pon ibility, w feel
that immediate and decisive action must be taken. " 37
With only partial uccess, progressive Baptists continued their
efforts to promote integration and reconciliation. The Convention
claimed in 1967 that integrated pastors ' conferences, sponsored by
the Department of Work with National Baptists, h ad been "of great
value in the area of good will, understanding, and effective working together." An opinion poll conducted in 1968 found that fortysix percent of white Floridian supported progre made in integration, and fifty-seven percent approved of civil rights program .
A survey of Southern Baptist churches confirmed growing, if till
limited, acceptance of desegregation by Baptists. One hundred
thirty-one church
xpressed a willingness to receive Mrican
Americans and fourteen churches reported having Mrican Ameri-

36. "Most ch ools ign .S. Compliance," The Baptist Record, April 15, 1965; Hu gh F.
Brockington, "Christ and Race Relations," Florida Baptist Witness, March 4, 1965;
L on McBeth , "South rn Baptists and Race Sine 1947," Baptist H istory and H eritage 7 Qul y 1972) , 160. By 1966 Baptist Memorial Hospital had reconsidered
and signed the civil rights compliance p ledge. Annual, Florida, 1966, 143.
37. Annual, Flo'rida, 1967, 139 (quotation ); Akerman, "The Triumph of Mod eration
in Florida Thought and Politics," 355, 359; Black, Southern Governors and Civil
Rights, 97; Colburn and Sch r, "Race Relation and Florida Gube rnatorial Politi
ince the Brown D cision160,
,"
167. Th most s v r of th riots, in Tampa,
is analyzed in Steven F. Lawson , "From Sit-In to Race Rio t: Busines men , Blacks
and th e Pursuit of Moderation in Tampa, 1960-1967," in Elizabe th J acoway and
David R. olburn , eds., Southern Businessmen and Desegregation (Baton Ro uge,
1982),257-8 1.
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can members. Six black churches were affiliated with Southern
Baptist associations. 38
For most Mrican Americans, the incremental progress made
by the nation toward racial equality was inadequate and unsatisfactory. The assassination of Martin Luther King Jr. in April 1968 led
some blacks to vent their frustration by rioting in Tampa and major
cities across the country. W. G. Stracener condemned the riots for
their "complete disregard for law and order" and urged Americans
to "return to basic civil righteousness." Nevertheless, he joined
nearly seventy other leading Baptists from across the South in signing "A Statement of Christian Concern." Adopted in modified
form by the SBC in June, the tatement called for equal opportunities in employment, education and housing, and for open
churches. Stracener announced, "[W] e fail to see how any mature
Southern Baptist Christian could have any major disagreement
with the statement as finally adopted."39
Much to the disappointment of the Christian Life Committee,
the SBC's crisis statement received no attention at the Florida Baptist Convention's annual meeting. However, the Convention
adopted the Committee' report that called for equal rights and
lawfulness. The report proclaimed that:
Renewed efforts in Christian citizenship are needed to
combat the rising tide of national turmoil and internal domestic conflict. We urge each person to exercise his rights
as a citizen of our country to use his vote, influence and
personal opportunity to insure the rights of all persons.
The breaking of laws and the encouragement of the same
is futile and contrary to the tenets of scripture. 4o

38. Annual, Florida, 1967, 132 (quotation); Bass and DeVries, The Transformation of
Southern Politics, 123; "Report of Survey of Superintendents of Mi sions Concerning Racial Representation of Southern Baptist Church Memberships," box
2, folder 155, Wendell R. Grigg Papers, North Carolina Baptist Historical Collection, Wake Forest University, Winston-Salem, North Carolina.
39. W. G. Stracener, "The Way Out of Today's Moral Confusion," Florida Baptist Witness, April 25, 1968 (first quotation); "A Statement of Christian Concern," Biblical Recorder, May 25,1968 (second quotation); W. G. Stracener, "Who Made the
Statement for Whom?," Florida Baptist Witness,June 27, 1968 (third quotation);
Annual, SBC, 1968, 67-69, 73; Bartley, The New South, 362.
40. Annual, Florida, 1968,38,120 (quotation); Annual, Florida, 1969, 137.
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Progre sive continued to promote integra tion of th e Conv ntio n 's institutions. In 1968, th WMU h eld its firs t annual int rracial conference with the lead e r of "Wome n ' Work" in the thr e
black Bapti t convention in Florida, and, for th e fi r t time, it gave
a cholar hip to an Afri an American mi sion volunteer, Willie Mae
Andrews, a student at tetson University. Th following year, th
onv ntion vot d unanimously to request the tru tees of Florida
Baptist Children' Home to admit children without regard to
race. 4 1
Southern Baptist churches in urban areas of south and c ntral
Florida becam incr a ingly open to African Amer icans, and th eir
associations also b egan to rec ive a few black church es as m embers
in th e late 1960s and early 1970s. In 1969, th Miami Bapti t
0ciation , which already h ad twenty-one Baptist churches with som
black m embers, admitt d its fir t all-black church , Glendale Baptist
hurch , Richmond H eights. By 1972, th e number of South rn
Bapti t churches observing Race Relations Sunday had incr a d
to thirty-one .42
Although some Bapti ts joined white flight to the uburb and
privat chools, mo t rejected legal segregation. In 1972, Florida
held a referendum in which eventy-nine p rcent of the voter ndor ed equal education and opposed a re turn to e nforced public
t ion. H
s hool s grega
Rejection of legal segregation by many Baptis did not n ce arily translate easily into acceptance of church de egregation. Historian Edward Earl J oiner observed in 1972 that outhern Bapti t
c hurches that had not int grat d , particularly in rural ar as, om times invited African Americans to worship on special occasions,
and som e times sent group to conduct service at black church e .
orne non-integrated urban churches sponsored missions in areas
with high African American populations. Nevertheles , Joiner condud d:
4 l. Ibid ., 1969, 38, 121 , 137 (quotation) ;J o iner, A History oJFloridaBaptists, 278-79.
42. "Miami Baptist Assoc iation dmits Negro Congr gation ," Baptist Pres, O ctob r
30, 1969; J oiner, A H istory oj Flo'rida Baptists, 27 , 288-89; McBeth, "South e rn
Baptists and Race ince 1947," 160.
4 . Ba sand DeVrie , The Traniformation oJSouthem Politics, 127-2 ; "'Whit
cademi . ' in th South - Booming D pite Ob lade ," .s. ews & World Report 70
( pril 19, 1971), 75-76; Jerrell H. Shofn r, "Custom, La, , and Hi tory: T h
Enduri ng Influe nce of Florida' 'Black Cod ,'" Flo'rida R isto'rieal Quarterly 55
Uanuary 1977), 297; Maxine D, J one , "The Mrican-American Experien e in
Twentieth-Century Florida " in Gann on, ed. New Hi to'ry oj Flo'rida, 383-84.
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[M]any churches have made little or no discernible
progress in the area of race relations, and very little evidence could be found that any Florida Baptist churche
are engaging in community action programs to end racial
di crimination in areas of housing and employment. In
general, the farther south one goes from the Georgia and
Alabama line, the more openness one finds on the race
question.
Julius H. Avery, retiring as secretary of the Department of Work
with National Baptists in 1973, was more optimistic. Avery claimed
that "When the work was begun in Florida eight years ago, I don't
think there was a single black in a white church. Now few, if any at
all, would say no to a black member."44
Even in north Florida, segregationist sentiment, although still
potent and influential, had declined. When some members of Ancient City Baptist Church, St. Augustine, objected in February 1973
to Mrican American childr n attending Sunday School, church
deacons proposed are olution affirming that the church would be
open to all. Church member rejected the resolution by 137 to 127
votes. Carson Brittain, the church's pastor, regarded the vote as "a
kind of vic tory because I've been told that two years ago not 25 people in the church would have voted for such a policy."45
Pastors like Brittain received scant encouragement to confront
racism from annual meetings of the Florida Baptist Convention in
the first half of the 1970s. The WMU and the Department of Work
with National Baptists continued to promote state and local biracial meetings of pastor and leading Baptists, but the Convention itself did not make any pronouncements on race relations. The
Florida Baptist Witness made only occasional appeals in support of
racial eq uali ty.46
In 1975, the Convention once more focused atten tion on race
relations by passing a resolution that encouraged its churches "to

44.Joiner, A History of Florida Baptists, 288-89 (first quotation on p.289) ; Nicholas,
"Race Relations: Southern Bapti ts and Blacks Today," 24 ( econd quotation);
Annual, Florida, 1973,42,115.
45. "School for Handicapped Children Protests ' Segregation ' of a Church," Religious News Seroice, February 5, 1973.
46. Elmer S. WestJr., "Will Your Church Have A Race Relation Emp hasi ?," Florida
Baptist Witness, February 3, 1972; "Baptist Pastor Defies Klan [,] Baptizes A Black
Airman," Religious News Seroice, September 7,1973; Annual, Florida, 1972, 107.
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vangelize and receive as brother men of all races" and Bapti t a sociation to admit "churches of all races." The following year, the
messengers approv dar solution that commend d Pre identelect Jimmy Carter's Plain Bapti t Church, Geor ia, for its d ciion to overturn a ban on Mrican Am rican and "communicate
the go p I to all per 'ons regardless of rac ."4 7
Few Southern Bapti ts actively sought int gration and the
great majority had very little contact with Mrican American, at
I ast outside the workplace. By 1976, only even black churches
had joined South m Bapti t a sociations, and Florida had twentyix private elementary and econdary Baptist chools, many of
which had been formed to enable par nts to evade public school
d esegregation. 48 The Convention remained silent on race relations
for the remainder of the decade and turned its attention to other
i ue, uch as terrorism, world hunger, and missions in the Caribb an and Korea. Even so, by 1980 only five percent of white southerners opposed the idea of their children attending school with a
few Mrican Americans. 49
In the quarter century after the Brown deci ion, the Florida
Bapti t Convention re ponded reluctantly to race relation cri es in
the state. Nevertheless, their primary commitments to scripture,
evangelism, law and order, peace, and public education led the
onvention and W. G. Stracener to urge Southern Baptists to accept and adjust to de egregation, even when Florida 's legislators
and governors opposed substantive change. In the 1950s the Convention and Stracener opposed the massive resi tance strategy of
hard-line segregationists in th tate as mbly. Whatever their misgivings about the tactics of the civil rights movement, they encouraged acceptance of its goals by upporting obedience to the Civil
Rights Act of 1964, condemning discrimination and endor ing
qual opportunities in a desegregated society. Their primary com-

47. Ibid ., 1975,51-52 (first and s ond quotations on p. 52); Annual, Florida, 1976,
50-51 (th ird quotation ).
48. Walk r L. Knight, "Black Chur he Multiply in outh rn B ptis t Convention ,"
Baptist Pres , Dece mbe r 1, 1976; David Wilkin-on, "2 + 2 = Wh o?," H ome M is ion
50 (S pte m ber-O ctob r 1979), 19-20. Dur ing th e next fo r y ar , four mo re
black hurches joined Southern Baptist association , bringing th e total to
eleven tatewide. Edward L. Wheeler, "An Overview of Bla k Southe rn Ba pti t
lnvolve m n ts," Baptist H istory and H eritage 16 Uul y 1981 ), 11.
49. Annual, Flo'ricia., 1979,57-6 1,65; Annual, Florida, 1980, 49-50;John h Iton Reed
and Merle Black, 'Jim Crow, R.I.P.," in John h elton Reed ed ., Surveying the
South: Studies in Regional ociology ( olumbia Mo., 1993), 98 ,
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mitments enabled moderate segregationists gradually, if reluctan tly, to adjust to desegregation, and even many biblical
segregationists had by the mid-1970s revised their views sufficiently
to accept the principle of open churches. Few Baptists realized integration in their religious and social lives and some endeavored to
evade it by fleeing to the uburbs and private education, yet the va t
majority of Baptists r jected overt racial discrimination and legal
segregation. 50

50. Shofner, "Custom, Law, and History: The Enduring Influence of Florida's
'Black Code,'" 297-98.
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Mi ile a Artifacts:
The Creation of the Air Force Space and Missile
Museum
by GORDO P ATIERSON
n November 18, 1963, Major General Leighton I. Davi ,
ommand r of the Air Force Mi sil Te t enter (AFMTC) ,
ordered hi director of administrative services to form a committ e of officers "for the purpos of providing guidance and a si tanc in th
tabli hment of an Air Force pace Museum to be
located at ap
anaveral. "l Davis named Gen ral Harry Sand
the committee 's chairman. Major Robert White , who h ad d the
AFMT ' Community Relation Offic ,was chosen to serve a th
p r oject manag r for th proposed space mu um.
v n years
lapsed before the Air For
pace and Missile Meum r cei d
it official dedication. The space mu eum's inv n tory of mis ile ,
nose cone, cap ul , launch equipment, and xhibits wer dedicat d to preserving the m m ry of "the pioneers of rock try and
pac who e work and vision rai d men's eyes fr m the Earth to
the stars."2
Creating th spac mu eum was not an eas ta k. Lik the
pace program that it a pired to chronicle, the hi ·tory of th Air
Forc Spac and Mi ile Museum reveals an interplay of competing
and orne time contradictory objectiv s. From its onception , the
museum 's propon nts contended with difficult que tion : \tVh re
should th mu eum be located? What should b
picted? What
hould be included in the coB ction? How should an air forc muSeUlTI repre nt th oth r military services' contribution to the
pace program? What relation hip hould the mus urn have with
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (N SA) and

O

Gordo n Pa tterso n is profe o r f humaniti at Florida Institute of Tec hn o logy
in Melbo urn e. The a uth o r wo uld like to thank Emily Pe n· , Roge r Mc ormick,
and th e raff a t th
.r Fo rce Mi ile a nd Spac Mu um D r the ir as i ran ce.
1. Sp cial Ord r , M-11 9, Headquarte rs Air Fo r e Missil Test
m er, Ai r For e
ystems ommand , Pa trick Air Fo re Ba
Florida, ov rnber ] 8, 1963, Ai r
Forc pac a nd Missile Mus urn Docum ent Arc hiv ,Cap Can ave ral Air tation (h r aft r eited a AFSMMD - CAS) .
2. Florida 7oday, jul 25, 1970, 2B.
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the Kennedy Space Center? Underfunded and with no professional staff, a cadre of air force personnel, missilemen, contractors,
and volunteers confronted these is ues and succeeded in launching Florida's fir t federally sponsored space-age attraction. 3
Florida entered the space age at 9:29 a.m. on July 24, 1950,
when Bumper 8, a German V-2 missile topped with an Army WACCorporal as its second stage, soared over the Cape Canaveral lighthouse. 4 Later, more than one visitor to the Cape "invited to watch a
missile launch ... kept his eyes glued to the lighthouse while the
real missile lifted off from an entirely different area."5The handful
of engineers and scientists who crouched behind sand bags during
the countdown for Bumper' launch did not make this mistake.
A year earlier in May 1949, Presiden t Harry Truman signed legislation creating the Joint Long Range Proving Ground GLRPG) ,
which was to be located on Merritt Island and Cape Canaveral.
Army Colonel Harold Turner was named head of the new facility.
In May 1950, the Jacksonville-based Duval Engineering Company
started construction on the first paved road and launch facility at

3. In 1957,Joseph Ya ecko opened what was probably the first space related "tourist attraction." Yasecko, an early missileman, launched his Spacarium on US 1 in
Sharpes. The Spacarium do ed in 1960 when Yasecko sold the collection to
Charles Bell. At least one missile engine from the Spacarium was later included
in the Air Force Space and Missile Museum. Ella and Joseph Yasecko, telephone
interview by author, March 16, 1998.
4. The WAGCorporal was a sounding rocket. It was named for the Women's Army
Corps and considered the "little sister" to the larger Corporal Mi il . Se Harry
Wulforst, The Rocketmakers (New York, 1990), 161. Construction on the original
lighthouse at Cape Canaveral began in 1843. The lighthouse was moved to its
pres nt location in 1894. Cape C..anaveral was renamed Cape K nnedy following
President Kennedy's assassination in 1963. Cape Canaveral Air Force Station
became known as Cape Kennedy Air Force Station. There was local resistance to
the name change. Governor Reuben Askew ordered the renlrn of tlle name Cape
Canaveral to state map and brochures. In October 1973, the Board of ographic
Names, U.S. Department of Interior, announced it would follow Florida's lead.
Cape Canaveral Air Force Station was renamed Cape Canaveral Air tation in April
1994. See A Koller, The Histary of Cape Kennedy and the Kennedy Space Center (Titusville, 1972), 1; Milt alamon, "Milt," Florida Today, November 4,1997, lOA; Charles
D. Ben on and William Barnaby Faherty, Moonpart: A Histary of ApoLW Launch Facilities and operations (Washington, D.C., 1978). Also available at http:! /
www.hq.nasa.gov/ office/ pao/ History/ SP-4204/ ch7-7.html.
5. "Welcome to Cape Kennedy Air Force Station," Air Force Publication, 19641967, n.p., AFSMMDA-CCAS.
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La unch of Bumper 8 onJuly 24, 1950. Photograph COtlTtesy of the AiTForce Space and Mi ·
siLe M useum.

th Cap . Th twenty-fiv quare m iles that comprised what would
b com Cape Canaveral Air Station and th Kennedy Space enter
wa a barr n scrubland con isting of aw palm tto, ea oats, and
sandspurs. 6
The army, air fore , and navy competed for control of the mi il program. From its beginning the JLRPG presented administrativ challenge. The nabling I gi lation for th JLRPG charged
the Department of th Air Force with r sponsibility for creating the
range 's command center. How ver, because the proving ground
wa a joint servic endeavor, the command of the range could be
drawn from the army, navy, or th air force . Each of the ervices d v lop d its own missil and test programs.7
Bet'.-veen 1949 and 1958 th mi ile test center underwent a
numb r of administrativ reorganizations. In D cember 1953, th

6. Mar c Cleary, The 45th pace Wing: It Herit
ag e, H istO'ry & H onors 1950·1996 (Wa h-

ington , D . . , 1997), 2-4.
7. Ibid., 3.
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Department of Defense contracted with Pan American World ervices to operate the launch facilities at the Cape. The RCA Corporation a sumed responsibility for maintaining the telemetry and
tracking facilities at the Cape as well as the down-range monitoring
sites. 8 InJuly 1958, President Dwight Ei enhower signed Public Law
85-568 authorizing the creation of the National Aeronautic and
Space Administration (NASA). Three months later NASA announced the organization of Project Mercury.9
General Davis's decision to form a committee to over ee the
development of a space museum grew from his awareness that the
founding phase of the U.S. space program was concluding. A new
generation of larger rockets as well as the need for more ophi ticated launch facilities led to the deactivation of the first launch
complexes. Some of the launch pads were demolished. Others
were assigned new u es. Unless immediate steps were taken, the
physical record of the first stage of the U.S. space program would
vanish. 10
The deactivation of Launch Complex 26 AlB in 1963 and the
planned decommissioning of Launch Complex 5/ 6 in 1964 served
as catalysts for the space museum initiative. Pad 26 AlB had an impressive history. Construction started on the twenty-acre dual
launch complex in 1956. The first launch from the complex came
in September 1957. The complex was designed to serve as a test facility for the U.S. Army Redstone and Jupiter missile programs. In
addition to serving the U.S. Army test program, Italian and Turkish
missile crews used the launch complex for practice fi rings. At least
thirty-six Redstone, Jupiter, Jupiter C, and Juno missiles were
launched from Complex 26 AlB between 1957 and 1963,,1
Launch Complex 26, however, held a unique place in the history of the space program. On January 31,1958, a modifiedJupiter
C mis ile carried Explorer I, America's first satellite, into orbit from
Pad 26 A.12 Explorer I led to the discovery of the Van Allen Radiation Belt. Four months later aJupiter Intermediate Range Ballistic
Missile (IRBM) boosted an American rhesus monkey named Able
8. Ibid. , 6.
9. Eugene M. Emme, comp., Aeronautics and Astronautics: An American Chronology of
Science and Technology in the Exploration of Space, 1915-1960 (Washington, D. . ,
1961),94-105.
10. Cocoa Tribune,July 22, 1965.
11. Emme, Aeronautics and Astronautics, 51.
12. "Launche from 26A and 26B," typescript, AFSMMDA-CCAS.
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and a South American squirrel monkey called Baker three hundred miles above the earth. Both monkeys survived the flight. Additional simian astronauts paved the way for the first American
manned mi sions. On May 5, 1961 , Alan Shephard became the first
American to fly in space. Two months later Gus Grissom followed
Shephard's lead. Both Shephard and Grissom 's Mercury capsul s
were launched from Launch Complex 5/ 6, which is adjacent to
Launch Complex 26 A/ B.13
Project Mercury's success led NASA to move forward with the
second phase of the manned space program. Late in 1961 the
plans for Project Gemini were completed. Gemini was officially announced on January 2, 1962. The two-man Gemini capsul required a more powerful mi sile than the Army Redstone to lift it
into orbit. NASA officials chose the Titan II as the launch vehicle .
An even more powerful generation of missiles that included Saturn, Saturn 1B, and the Saturn V were already being prepared for
their first missions. In 1969, a Saturn V rocket carried the crew of
Apollo XI to the moon for the first lunar landing. 14
Early in 1961, Major General Harry Sands, then vice commander of the Air Force Eastern Test Range, propo ed the idea for
creating a space museum at Cape Canaveral. I 5 Sands's uperior,
General Leighton Davis, passed the proposal to Air Force Headquarters at the Pentagon with a request for funding. The original
plan called for locating the museum at Launch Complex 5/ 6 with
the completion of the Redstone sub-orbital phase of the M rcury
Project. Launch Complex 14 was to be used for the orbital Atlas
powered Mercury missions. 16
In January 1964, G neral Sands succeeded General Davis as
range commander. Neither Davis nor Sands had forgotten th museum project. As one of his last actions, Davis named Sands to head
the advisory committee charged with planning the space museum.
General Sand in turn dire ted Major Robert White, range community affairs officer, and hi assistant, Arthur Hicks, to formulate

13. Public Affair Office, Ea te rn Space and Missile Cent
er, From Sand to M oondust: A
N arrative of Cape Canaveral, Then and Now, comp ofrom air force and NASA Documen ts, 45 SPW Pamphl
et
19, De partm ent of the Air Force, 45th Space Wing
(AFSPACECOM
), Patri
ck Air Force Base, March 1972, reprinted circa 1991 , 32.
14. Ibid., 28.
15. Walt Mack, "Complex 26," All Florida M agazine, J anuary 30, 1966, 13.
16. "Cape Kennedy StarSpace
ts
Museum Plans," Air Force Times, O ctober 28, 1964,
.
n .p. , clipping fil e, AFSMMDA-CCAS
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Arthur Hicks in front oflaunch con ole in bunke r at Pad 26 / B. Photograph cou·rtesy
oj the A ir Force Space and M issile Museum.

a plan for the museum. No funds were appropriated for the muurn project. "Th e Air Force," Art Hick later ob erved, "is very
conomy minded , 0 w had a good idea, but we had no money."1 7
eve n months later White ent General Sand a memorandum
outlining hi progre . The space museum wa taking hap. Whit
r ported that h e and Hick were "well along in gathering item of
historic intere t. "I ~ Th Y had found that th re w con id rable
upport for the space mu urn throughout the air force, which
noted that official at the Air Logistics Command, the Air Force
Mu urn at Wright-Patter on Air Force Bas in Ohio , and the difD re nt section of th Ea tern Te t Range had b e n " xtrem ly 0operative in h lping to locate item, arrangin a their sp edy
17. o n Me itlin , "Compl ex 26: Kittyhawk of the pac Ag ," Today's Sunrise, n.d.
lipping file , AF MMD . Ro be rt White to ETC (C neral ands), m morandum , July 10, 1964, AF MMDA- CA .
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transfer to us and assisting in every possible way. " HI Only NASA expressed hesitancy about th museum. White told Sands that he
planned to make "no further overtures to NASA on this project."20
Misunderstandings, however, were to plague the relationship
between the space museum's boosters and NASA. Part of th problem was that no one in the air force had formulated the space museum's mission. Without any formal authorization , White had
begun to collect nose cones, small rockets, and missiles. Th first
sign of friction betwe n the pace museum and NASA came when
Major White requested that NASA donate a Mercury cap ule.
NASA officials refused. White cautioned against reading too much
into NASA' decision. The Washington-based official who led the
manned pace program did not have a clear idea of the spa e museum. He told General Sands that he believed that once the air
force museum was operational that ':they [NASA] will come to us
with an offer ofa capsule."21Meanwhile, White's team bu ied themselves refurbishing the blockhouse on Launch Complex 5/ 6,
which had been deactivated in January 1964.
White planned to use the blockhouse as an Air Force Vi itor'
Briefing Center and a a temporary home for the space mu eum.
The directors of the Air Force Museum at Wright-Patterson Air
Force Base had suggested this.22 This approach had everal advantages. Since the Department of the Air Force at the Pentagon had
not given its official go-ahead for the space museum, White was
forced to muster whatever resources he could find for the museum. If the blockhouse was used as an official Air Force Visitor'
Briefing Center, Whit could justify paying for the renovation out
of the Community Affair's budget.
White had at least two additional reasons for preparing the July
10 memorandum. First, General Sands was scheduled to give up hi
command of the Eastern Test Range onJuly 16. White wanted the
general to endorse hi summary of what he had done to advance
the space museum. Moreover, he hoped Sands would approve his
plans for the future. "Inasmuch as many facets of the above programs, resulted from informal discussions with you," White wrote
at the end of the memorandum, "I would appreciate a note indicat-

19. Ibid.
20. Ibid.
21. Ibid.
22. Ibid.
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ing your concurrence so that we can proceed a planned without
interruption during th change in command." ~3
White had good r a on to eek General Sands ' approval. The
work on Launch Complex 5/ 6 and Complex 26 Al B had proceded beyond the requirements for a Vi itor' Bri fing Center. An
Army R d ton mi il was being shipped from Huntsville to Cape
K nnedy. The launch tower from Pad 26 had aIr ady been mov d
to Complex 5/ 6 and readied for the Red tone' arrival. Simultaneou ly, White wa organizing the hipment of an eighty-two-footlong Atlas D mi ile to the Cape from Sheppard Air Force Ba III
Texas. 24
Tran porting th Atla D training mis il from'f, xas to Florida
open dan w u for th space museum. White proposed to u
the Atlas caravan as an air force public relation tool. The mi il
would follow a rout 0 a to "reap maximum Air Force publi ity
for th mi ile program."2~ "We ar planning," White explained
each overnight top in am dium-siz d town, at which time
the mi sile technicians accompanying the Lru k will
plain the tla and hand out pr par d materials. The
tru k will b quipp d with flood lights and a ound system. A trained speaker with slides, film and brochur will
precede the mi il by a hort time , making appearances
b fore Rotarie , Chambers of Comm rc and oth r civi
organizations enroute. 26
White happily reported that th Air Force Re cruiting Service
wa nthu iastic about th caravan and plann d to make full u of
it in their recruiting ffort. "Th Air Force spent a little on ga ,"
Major White concluded, "but we got a million dollar' worth of
pu blici ty. " 27
General Sands approved of Whit ' action. In I ss than a y ar
White had taken th id a of creating an air force pace museum
and turned it into a r ality. With virtually no financial support,
White 's team had started to collect mi siles. Work r w r r novat-

23. Ibid.
24. Ibid.
25. Ibid .
2 . Ibid.
27. Daytona Beach MorningJournal, January 22,1966.
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ing the blockhouse at Complex 5/6. Sands returned th memorandum to White with a three-word hand-written message attached to
it: "I concur completely."28
General Sands gave up his command of the Eastern Te t Rang
on July 16, 1964. Less than a month later the Atlas D left Texas for
itsjourney to the Cape. During the next two years White and Hicks
worked tire1e sly to build the museum. White envi ioned a museum that memorialized the pioneering moments of the space program. Lacking both official authorization and funds, White and
Hicks let it be known that they were looking for old missiles. 29
Throughout 1965 White and Hicks accumulated thirty missiles
for the space museum's collection. 30 Contributors ranged from
USAF base commanders to a junior high school principal. The acquisition ofaX-10 Navaho missile illustrates the collection' haphazard growth. In 1965, Walt Robshaw, editor of the Brevard
edition of the Orlando Sentine~ contacted Bob White when he
learned that the Air Force wanted to build "a complete space museum." The air force Navaho was missing from the collection. The
Navaho, a 24,000-pound air-breathing ICBM with a range of 5,500
miles, was first fired from the Cape in 1955. The Air Force terminated the Navaho program in 1957. Firings continued until 1959
when the inventory of avahos was exhausted. 3 1 None of the mi siles were thought to xi t.
Robshaw, however, recalled that there used to be an X-10 Navaho in front of Clearlake Junior High School. He was right. In August 1959, a teacher saw a Navaho in the disposal yard at Patrick Air
Force Base. Clearlake 's principal, Clyde E. Stephens, thought the
"bird" would make an impressive marker for the school. A few weeks
later the Florida Development Commission approved the chooI'
application for the mi sileo "A unique aspect of the situation," principal Stephens noted, "is that the missile in its stripped down condition was estimated to be worth $750,000, or more than the cost of
the modern 38-classroom school in front of which it stood."32

28. Robert White to ETG (General Sands), memorandum, July 10, 1964, AF MMDA-CCAS.
29. Staff Sergeant Robert Dwyer and Airman First Class Clyde Verg en from the
6555th Te t Wing were loaned to the project. See Ted R. Sturm, "Wanted: Old
Missiles,"
Air Force Times, September 1965, 25, clipping file, AFSMMDA-CCAS.
30. Baltimore Sun, October 6, 1965.
31. Orlando entine~ August 16, 1964.
32. Ibid.
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By 1961 , the venerable Navaho again stood in the way of
progress. Bob Blubaugh , St phen's successor a prin ipal, explained that "th re were some safety factor involve d ."33 School
children lik d to climb on the Navaho' mooth to rso. The ru ting
mi ile had begun to show ign of age. The decision to xpand th
hool's parking lot gave chool official a conveni nt xcu e to r move the Navaho . County work r brok the mi sile into three
pi c and removed it from th chool. Robshaw's phon call put
""hite and Hick on th Navaho 's trail. They found th Navaho lying in a field next to a warehouse on State Road 520.34 Finding old
mi sile like the Navaho opened a ho t of challenges. The next t p
wa transporting th mi il to the Cape. Sinc the Navaho wa til]
in Brevard County, Whit and Hicks could us local volunteers to
mov th missile. Unfortunately, th Navaho wa not complet .
The Navaho's huge finn d booster and ramj t engin w r missing. The boo ter had fallen away from th mi sile when the Naaho' upper- tage ramjet engin cut in. By chance , White and
Hicks discovered a "ru ted booster lying on its side in a d funct
tourist attraction on US l."35 Friends at Florida Power and Light
purcha ed the booster for the museum. 36
Onc the Navaho and its boo ter reached the mu eum, re toration began. "Having the entire missil ," rg ant Geoffrey Sillifant r call d , "was not nough . Damaged and 10 t part " wer
needed "before work on the Navaho could proc d. " 37 Lacking a
budget, White and Hicks ith r b gg d or borrow d what v r th y
need d. North American Aviation, prime contra tor on th e Navaho , donated replacement ngines and other p rts. Millwrights
and h e t m tal m ech anics from Pan Am rican's Guided Mi il
Division volunteer d th ir tim to restore th e mi il . 38
Th hug r d and white Navaho wa in good shape. Mor oft n , White and Hicks w r not 0 lucky in their find. In 1965, the
hamb r of Comm rce in Homest ad, Florida, donate d a nark
ICBM to the mu urn. Th Snark, a Strategic Air ommand (SAC)

33. Ibid .
34. Ibid .

ergea nt Geoffrey G. Sillifant," t p into th e ear Pa t," nited Stale Air For
ew RI a · , Re lease umber 233-68, Augu t 21, ]968, 9, in clipping fi1 ,
AFSMMD -CCAS.
36. Ibid.
37. Ibid.
3 . Air Force Acce ion Regi ter, ]964-]971, AF MMDA-C
3
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bombardment missil , was in " uch bad shape" that volunte rs
treated it as a " pace age jigs w puzzle" when it reached the mi il
"graveyard" adjacent to Pad 26. 39
None of the missiles were designed for permanent display. Th
Atlas D, which traveled from Texa to the Cape, posed a formidabl
challenge. Unlike the Navaho and Snark, the Atlas's "skin" was 0
thin that it would collapse unless it was kept under constant pressure. As a topgap measure, White and Hicks pumped the mi sile
full of nitrogen. Later, they hoped to raise the $20,000 ne ded to
"stuff it with Styrofoam."4o
There was no time to d .velop a detailed plan for acquisitions
and re torations. No single person appears to have been re pon ible for the idea that the missile collection would be the museum's
focal point. "After all," Major White explained to a reporter from
an air force publication, "we are marking the milestone of th
pace age for coming generations."41 Funding would have to com
later. "We aren't," White acknowledged, "turning down any hardware."42 Mi ile were disappearing each day. If the space mu eum
was going to present the "milestones of the space age," the missiles
had to be acquired. Sometimes White and Hicks were lucky and
the missile were in good condition. Some were in terrible hape.
The museum could not afford to be choo ey. "We don't care what
kind they are," White explained. "Even those that were not so successful have contributed in some way to our knowledge about
space."43 In any case, more missiles were arriving each day.
Finding and restoring missiles were only two of White's worries. The space museum's relations with NASA reached a crisis
point in 1965. The absence of official air force approval for the
space museum exacerbated the situation. NASA's plans for its own
visitor center al 0 may have contributed to the rift. White and
Hicks' prized collection of Atlas, Pershing, Bullpup, Snark, Thor,
Navaho, Quail, and other pioneering missiles may have been the final straw. The boosters of the space museum viewed the growing
array of ancient missiles as a priceles treasure. NASA was interested in portraying the space program's future, not its past. The

39. "Cape Space Museum: An Invitation to the Past," Pan Am Clipper, Augu t 1967,6.
40. Daytona Beach MorningJournaqanuary 22, 1966.
41. Sturm, "Wanted: Old Missiles," 25.
42. Daytona Beach MorningJournaqanuary 22, 1966.
43. Mack, "Complex 26," 13.
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space museum 's collection of thirty anci nt r ck ts , which Whit
and his cohort had "salvaged off the junk and urplu heaps," stood
in h arp contra t to NASA's projects at the Kenn dy Space C nt r.44
Whatev r th ir r a on , NASA admini trator decided to k p
ontrol of Launch Complex 5/ 6. It i unclear wh n NA A made
thi decision. Lacking any official status, the agreements b tw en
th Air Force pac Mu eum and NASA were unwritten. Work continued on the parking and di play ar a at Launch omplex 5/ 6 in
May 1965. 45 By October the site of the spac mu urn had chang d.
N
offic ials d cided to develop their own plan to "memorialize"
Launch
mpl x 5/ 6. 46 Thi decision forc d White to shift the
spac mus urn's location to Launch Complex 26 A/ B.
White had hoped th space mu eum would b op n for unday drive-through tour in 1965. NASA's d cision was a tback.
"War having," Whit adm itted, "a problem etting the fund " for
th n c s ary improv m nts. 4 7 Whit , how ver, put an optimi tic
interpretation on NAS 's decision. NASA's ren w dint r t in Pad
5/ 6 might h lp olv the problem of making both launch complex a
sibl to th public. In his 1964 memorandum to Genral Sands, White recognized this probl m .
Th location of th air force space mu eum was p rh ap
White 's greate t chall nge . White and Sand b lieved that th re
ould be no better etting for the museum than the launch pad at
ape Kenn dy Air Force Ba e .4 The historical value of placing the
pace mu urn at th Cap wa obvious. The difficulties in finding
a way to make the mu urn a ce ible to the public were equally
1 ar. Locating the pace museum on a military base posed a number of vexing security questions. Th e i u w r mad mor
compi x b cau e ap Kennedy Air Forc Bas was ajoint militar
and civilian test facility. Army, navy, and air force t ts w r bing
conduct d th r. ASA launch d two unmanned and ten manned
G mini mi sion from Complex 19 between April 1964 and Nov mb r 1966. 49 Balancing saf ty and ecurity concerns with th

4 . M iami H erald, August 4, 1965.
45. "Pe rshin
g
will be In tall d In Air Force ' Cape Mu urn ," M artin Time, May 21,
1965, clipping fil , AF MMDA46 . Melbourne Daily Time , 0 ta b r 28, 1965, 15.
47. Ibid .
4 . From late 1963 until 1974 th e missile campI x was known a Cape Ke nn dy Air
Force Ba .
49. Cleary, The 45th Space Wing, 48 .
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need for public access to the mu eum was a complex problem. In
1964, b fo re NASA reversed its deci ion on Launch Compl x 5/ 6,
White had recommended three po ible olution. Fir t, th outh
gate of Cape Kennedy Air Force Station could be mov d to th
north "so that Pad 5/6 is open to the public on a daily basi ." Second, he prop ed "clearing the field to the we t of Pad 5/ 6" and
creating a parking area for Sunday vi itors. Finally, he sugg t d nlarging the display area in front of the Tech Lab at Patrick Air
Force Base on Stat Road A1A.50
Moving the gate was the optimum olution for the Air Forc
Space Mu eurn because it insured public access. There was anoth r
advantage in this r commendation. It was rumored that N A was
planning its wn museum. Moving the gate, White told and,
"would put u in a highly favorabl competitive po ition with r spect to the p ropo ed NASA museum."51White did not kn w that
in less than a ear NASA would renege on its transfer of Pad 5/ 6 to
the space mu eum.
General ands favored moving the gate. His notes attach d to
theJuly 10, 1965, memorandum r flect this. Paving the field adjacent to the launch pads, he wrote, "would be fine after we mov th
gate. "52 othing came from the e di cu ions. A we k lat rand
took up a new command leaving White to follow through on the
recommendations. Fourte n months later the base's south gate remained in its original place and the parking lot was n t contructed. The opening of a new bridge across the Indian Riv r,
however, allowed th e space museum to "capitalize on the future
heavy AlA touri t traffic. " 53
In retro peet, NASA's decision to "memorializ " Pad 5/ 6
proved able ing for the pace museum. Air Force official were
put on notice that the space museum wa going to hav comp tition. NASA possessed the resourc s needed to make th ompi x
acce ible to the public. White saw this as an opportunity for the
space museum. He persuaded NASA's project managers t hare
the road con truction costs. "This will lighten our exp n ," Whit

50. White to ET
51. Ibid .
52. Ibid.
53. Ibid.
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explained, "and make it sooner [sic] that we can open the mueum."54The space museum and NASA's propo ed hi torical center
would operate independently. The road would permit visitors to
drive past both Pads 5/ 6 and 26 A/ B. Eventually, White hoped that
Sunday visitors would be able to get out of their cars and "walk
around ." They needed a parking lot before this could happen.
"Unfortunately," White acknowledged, "thi is a long way Off."55
White hoped that the space museum would be operational before his scheduled retirement in 1966. "It would be a fitting climax
to my Air Force career," he explained, "and I could retire without
feeling that I had left an important job unfinished. " 56 In the weeks
before his retirement, White drew up a three-phase plan for the
pace museum. Phase 1 called for widening the access road. Planners set a target date of July 15, 1966, for op ning th "mi ile
park" for Sunday drive-through tours. During Phase 2, a three-hundred-car parking lot would be constructed by January 1967. This
would allow Sunday visitors to stop and examine the missiles in detail. Sixteen of the twenty m~or missiles on display lack d p rmanent mounting. Walk-ways and restrooms would have to be
constructed for the tourists. Signs needed to be placed on each of
the mis iles. Most important of all, "the USAF Space Museum mu t
be formall y recognized as a mission requirement of AFETR (Air
Force Eastern Test Range) in order to submit budgets, submit manpower requirements and draw equipment."57 The paperwork requesting formal recognition had already been forwarded to th
Pentagon. During Phase 3 the renovated blockhouse at Launch
Compl x 26 would b opened to the public. The blockhouse would
contain exhibits and a refurbished vintage MOD I Atlas/ Thor computer programmed to imulate launches.
The road-widening project moved at a glacial pace. Engineer
visited the launch compl x in February 1966. On April 18, 1966,
Major General Robert Warren, Air Force Chief of Staff, approved
White 's idea. In a terse, two-paragraph memorandum General Warren authorized the Air Force Eastern Te t Range (AFETR) "to establish an Air Force Space Museum at inactive Launch Complex
26." The commander of the AFETR wa in tructed to prepar a

- 4. M elbourne Daily Times, 0 tober 28, 1965, 15 .
. Ibid.
6. Sturm , "Wa
ed:nt
Old Missiles," 25.
7. "Phase II : Parkin g a t Museum During Driv -Thm Tour," AFSMMDA-CCAS.
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budget outlining the "manning and financial requirements of the
museum, minWul of the present austerity of Command manpower
and financial resources."58 White's dream of a " pace mu eum"
where the public could visit the "Kitty Hawk of the Space Ag "wa
becoming a r ality.59
The museum opened on Augu t 28, 1966. Air Force offi ials stimated that 2,170 people participated in the museum' fir t unday drive-through tour. 60 A month earlier, NASA had launched its
own daily guided tours. Bu es operated by Trans World Airlines allowed the public to visit the Kennedy Space C nter. 6 1 Local response was enthusiastic. The editorial writer for the Orlando entinel
noted that th tour complemented one another. NASA's bus tour
of the prawling Kennedy Space Center allowed "vi itor a pe p
into the future." The space museum offered a different p r pective, linking the space museum with its dramatic past. 62
General Warren's order authorizing the space museum initiated a new stage in the museum's development. Bob White retir d
in September 1966. Lt. Colonel William T. Coleman Jr. replac d
White as direCtor of information at Patrick Air Force Base. Arthur
Hicks assume(i the position of the museum's director. 63 The mueum had never had a clear plan for its development. Official recogmtIon brought new administrative and profe ional
responsibilitie . Hicks and Coleman drafted a mission statement.
They declared that the museum existed "to pre erve for th Am rican public the hardware and spirit of United States' rocketry." Additionally, they promi ed that the museum's displays and pr gram
would further "aerospace power education by providing d tail of
the pa t and present developments in the space program."64
Official recognition brought new resources. Six uniformed air
force per onnel were a signed to the museum in 1967. 65 Ba e official authoriz d funding for physical improvements. Workers fin58. Robert H. Warren, M~or General to AFETR (ETG), April 18, 1966, AF MMDAC
59. "Kitty Hawk of the Space Age," The Air Force Space and Mis il Mus um Proposal , typescript, n .d ., 8, AFSMMDA- CAS.
60. Orlando Sentine~ September 4, 1966.
61. Miami HeraLd,July 7,1966.
62. Orlando Sentine~ September 4, 1966.
63." pace Museum Becoming a Major Attraction," AFSC Newsreview, Air Force Systems Command new letter, April 1967, 10.
64. "Kitty Hawk of the Space Age," 8.
65. "Space Museum Becoming a Major Attraction," AFSC Newsreview, 10.
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T his cartoon appeared in th e Orlando Sentinel,

ptemb r 12, 1966. Used oy permission.

i hed the long-plann ed parking lot in tim for th
ba e'
celebration of Arm d Force Day in May 1967. Re novations on th
blockhou e were n early completed by y ar's nd .
Con iderabl hallenge remained for the space mu eum. The
mu urn ' first supporter were motivat d by their de ir to pree r a record of the pace program. None poss s d pro£ iona}
xperience in how to organize a mus urn. White and Hi k had
imply put ut a all for antiquated mi sile . Th ey w r grat ful for
whatev r they were given. No guidelin exi ted on what wa to be
collected. onsequ ntly, th mu urn ' collection lacked a co h rnt plan fo r developme nt.
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Hicks launched the space museum's official acce ion register in
1967. The regi ter documents the museum's acqui ition . By 1 71
the mu eum's collection had grown to more than one hundr d objects. Most of the 126 items collected between 1964 and 1971 c nsisted of missiles, boo ters, rocket engines, and recovery v hid s.
Most were tI'ain ferred to the museum from air force faciliti . In
1964 and 1965 both the anny and navy contributed missile to th
collection. NASA appears only twice in the register. In 1965, N A
donated a Jupiter IRBM with its launcher. Five years later ASA's
Houston Center contributed a small quantity of Apollo space food .f)(;
The acce sion register contains both omissions and a handful
of curiosities. In 1967, a three-hundred-year-old Spanish annon
was tran ferr d to the museum from Patrick Air Force Base. 67
There is no r cord of this item on the accession list. Also listed ar
gifts from private individuals. General Sands gave the museum a
picture of the Mercury Atlas autographed by John Glenn as well as
a pair of models of the Navaho missile. There are more item connected with the Navaho than any other missile. Undoubtedly, the
strange t item on the accession register came in July 1970, wh n
the Smith onian transferred "Indian Bone " to the space museum.
No explanati n was given. 58
Nineteen hundred sixty-eight marked a year of transition for
the space mu eum. In January, nearly two hundred missilem nand
veterans of the space program gathered at Pad 26 to commemorate
the tenth anniversary of Explorer 1. Between January and May, an
average of 13,000 tourists visited the mu eum each week. The partially renovat d bl ckhouse was open to the public. Newly poured
concrete walk-ways allowed visitors to examine the missiles up d
An American version of the German V-I "buzz bomb," the JB-2 missile, was added to the collection. And finally, after three year f
hard work th restorations on the ancient Navaho were complet .69

66. Air Force Accession Register, 1964-1971, AF MMDA-CCAS.
67. "Old pani h Cannon is Space Museum Di play," AFSe Newsreview, July 1 67,
n.p. The cannon, which wa found in a "former pirate stronghold," was donat d
to th Air Force Missile Test enter at Patrick Air Fore Ba e in 19. 3. Pet r
Bleakley, the Briti h I land Commissioner on Grand Turk Island (th n part of
the British West Indies) , was responsible for the gift. S e Press Relea ,Public
Infonnation Office, Air Force Mi ile Test enter, April 10, 1953, AF MMDAC

68. Air Force Accession Register, 1964-1971 , AF MMDA-CCAS.
69.Jame H. Denmark, "Complex 26," All Florida Magazine, June 16, 1968, 16.
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Don Engel b came the mu eum' fir t curator in 1968. Art
Hicks remain d on board a Engel's as istant. Engel had high expectations for the mu eum. He hop d to convin c NASA to inIud Launch Complex 5/ 6 in th
pace mu eum .70 In th
meantime, Eng I and hi air force as i tant, Ma ter S rgeant
harle Sweeting, trove to nlarge the collection . "We're ju t g tting tarted here," ergeant Sweeting explained. "Our plans call for
a compl te indoor exhibit and a fully renovated blo khou e."71
In 1970, Engel initiated a new pha e in the mu urn' d v lopment. He used the tw ntieth anniversary of Bumper 8 as the 0 casion for the official dedication of the mu urn. ''You have to hand
it to the Air Fore ," the editorial writer for the Orlando entinel delaredo "Their fine museum at Cape Kennedy .. . was tarted from
cratch and has b en developed much along the arne line-little
money and lots of proud effort. "72 The planned opening of Di ney
World in 1971 and the anticipation of millions of tourists cr at d a
unique opportunity for the space museum. Eng I believed that an
expanded pace mus urn would draw many of these touri t to the
ap .
Eng I nvi ion d the creation of a "Space Park" at ape
J ennedy Air Force Station. He u ed the museum 's d dication a an
opportunity to pre ent Colonel Walter C. Vitunac, ape Kennedy
Air Force Station' commander, with a formal r qu t for th cration of a "Space Park." Colon I Vitunac ndor ed the propo al. 73
In October, Eng I pr s nted a detailed outline of hi propo al to
en raJ David Jon s. The mu eum de p rately needed new facilities. "Most of the xi ting plant structures, i.e. the blockhou ,gantry and s rvice buildings," Engle explain d, " rv b tt r a
xhibits than as exhibit, storag and work area ." The current visitor load already x
d d the museum's capacity. Eng I and Hi k
had urmounted innumerabl probl m through "ingenuity ...
and modifying the pre ent tructures."74 Additional modifi ation
w r not pos ibl .

70. Ibid.
71. Don orton, "Rocketry's Action Mu eum," Rendezvous, March 196 , n .p ., dipping fil , AFSMMD- CA .
72. Orlando Senlinei, Jul 26, 1970.
7 . WaLt r Vitunac to CeneraJjone m morandum, july 30, 1970; J ames mith to
CeneralJone ,m m ranclum , ugu t 5, 1970, AF MMDA-CCA .
74. 'ju lifi cation of clditional Building Requirement," 0 tober 1970, types ript,
AF MMD - CAS.
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The first tep in Engel's plan was the con truction of onhundred-pers n briefing room that would "permit handling larg
and separate VIP groups simultaneously." The new briefing auditorium would allow new slide and film pre entations. Th
cond
step in Engel' plan called for the creation of new exhibit space.
"The collection and preservation efforts of a museum are valueIe s," th report concluded, "if the treasures in their cu tody cannot be presented effectively." The space museum's exhibits w re
"cluttered and overcrowded." New exhibition pace would all w
the museum to remedy this problem and undertake new proj cts. 75
Engle sav d hi most important recommendations for its c ncluding paragraphs. Throughout its hi tory little attention had
been given to the space museum' educational mission. "Much of
the hardware by itself," Engel declared, "is meaningles to th laymen." He rec mmended that an art shop and education office b
e tabli hed that would pre ent the history of the space program in
a "meaningful etting ... which will be both exciting and educational."76
Engel's vi ion of the space park and the space museum as an
"educational" cent r langui hed for nearly a year. In January 1972,
Engel indicat d that the proposal wa "still alive" but bogged down
in safety conc rns. He reported that "General Jones is aware of thi
[safety issue] as are Real Property people, Facilitie , Safety, etc."
Te ts in the Polaris and Poseidon area and the use of Launch omplex 17 for Deltas placed the space museum and pace park "in
[the] launch danger zone." Engel put the best face pos ible on th
ituation. Certainly, expanding the pace museum and creating the
space park pre ented a number of problems. The problems presented an opportunity to examine the museum's mission and p ibilitie . "At least it won't go down the crack by default or from
lack of consideration," Engle concluded, "and compromis ar as
may be developed."77
What Engel did not know was that General Jone had already
decided to shelve the propo al. In March 1972, jewell Thomp on,
Chief of the Programs Division, prepared a Memorandum for th
Record. Thompson informed Engel of the general's deci ion. The

75. Ibid.
76. Ibid.
77. Arthur Hicks for Don Engel, "Space Park Propo al Status," memorandum ,
January 14, 1972, AF MMDA-CCAS.
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43
pace museum 's new facilities were r I gated to th Ii t of proj ts
to b cons idered during the next twenty year . 7A
Th r was nothing Engel could do. From the beginning the location of th spac mu urn had r pr ented both an opportunity
and a challenge. The American pace pr gram had b gun at th
Cape. imultaneou ly, Cape Kennedy Air Fore Station and th adjac nt Kenn dy pace enter wer activ launch sites. Thi m ant
that sa£ ty r quir ments would in vitably r tri t public a
to
th museum. 79 Without a ured visitor acce s th spac mu urn
could not develop.
InJul 1972, Eng I pr par d a omb r a
ment ofth pace
museum 's current status. They desperately n d d a painting and
r toration plan. h Navaho was fading. The Snark was corroding. Eight n mi il w re in desperate hape. Even the flag pole
wa rusting. They ne ded to take imm diat action. Som of the
exhibits were pa t re pair. Restoration of an X24-A lifting body
" pac plane,' Engel xplained, "would be prohibitively costly. I
ugge t that when it becom un ightly it b alvag d."BO
The d e terioration of th X24-A reveal d th magnitud of th
chall nge facing the pace museum. None of the missiles had ev r
be n intended for p rman nt di play. Pre erving th mi il
again t th Atlantic 's a lt br zes would r quir on id rabl
p nditure . Department of Air Force budget officer required justification for funding incr a s. Eng I and hi ucce or found
th ms lve' caught in a dilemma. The only way to increase funding
wa ' to attract more vi itor to the museum . Safety concerns, howv r, pI' v nt d th pa museum's d evelopm nt a a touri t attraction. Unless the e problems were resolved, the budget
p lannin g report for fi cal y ar 1973-7 condud d , 'th Mu um
can only continu to operate at a decreasing rate of performance."81

78. J we ll W. Thompso n, "FY-74 Mep Project-Air Fo r Muse um, CKAF ," Memora ndum for Re ord, Mar h 23, 1972, AF MMDA79 . Twenty-five years late r this remain the case. [n 1997, th e Air Force Space a nd
Missi le Museum" as cl os d for five of twe lve m nths b a u e of la un ch activiti . Emi l Perry, intervi w b a uthor, O ctobe r 31, 1997.
O. D n Eng 1, "M m o for the R cord ," July 13, 1972, AFSMMD -CCAS. The X24wa a prototype for th e pa e Shuttle. Film footage of a n X24- dropp d
from a B-!12 wa used in the t I vi ion program The i Million Dollar Man. Em il
P rry a nd Roge r Me ormick, interview by author, Decem ber 12, 1997.
1. "Fiv Y, ar Facilities Program, FY] 973-1978," typ cript, AFSMMDA-CC S.
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The Air Force Space and Missile Museum continues to exist
twenty-five years after the abortive attempt to create an "educational and exciting" space park. The strengths and weaknes s of
the space museum have remained much the arne. On th on
hand, safety and security requirements restrict visitor access. Th
missiles continue to corrode and rust. In 1997, the explosion of a
Delta missile dropped toxic debris on the space museum and
forced its closing during the clean-up. Protests over NASA's Cas ini
mission to Saturn caused the museum's closing during the summer
and fall. 82 On the other hand, a hard-working and committed
group of fifty-five veteran missilemen and volunteers devote countless hours to preserving the missiles and exhibits. In 1994, a profe sionally trained curator was hired to direct the museum. New
displays have been developed.
On Octob r 15, 1997, the space museum received its newe t
addition. Brigadier General F. Randall Starbuck, commander of
the 45th Space Wing, participated in the dedication of a copperdomed gazebo adjacent to the museum's parking lot. Thirty year
earlier the completion of the parking lot opened the museum to a
generation eager to see the history of the space age. The gazebo '
copper dome was the original roof of the Cape Canaveral Lighthouse. In 1995, the Coast Guard decided that the lighthouse' oneeighth-inch-thit k copper roof was too expensive to restore. A subcontractor decided to sell the copper "to finance an employ e
party."83 The vigilance of a senior environmental engin er at
Johnson Controls and the work of volunteers led to the cupola'
restoration. The copper dome was saved and placed beside the missiles. "The lighthou e," Emily Perry, curator of the space museum
explained, "remains a faithful beacon for local mariners and a precise reference point for all launches from the Cape and Kennedy
Center."S-! It is fitting that the dome of the lighthouse that early visitors to the Cape sometimes mistook as a missile hould find a re ting place in th rocket garden.
Like Cape Canaveral, the Air Force Space and Missile Mu eum
is a study in contrasts. Past, present, and future converge there.
Much of the Cape is a wildlife preserve and bird sanctuary. During

82. In Augu t 1998 the ba e was placed on a Threatcon (Th reatening Cond itio ns)
Alpha Alert statu . Publi
c access to th e base is closed .
83. Florida Today, November 4, 1997, lOA.
84. Ibid.
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the day visitors sometime ee solitary armadillo moving among
the rockets. At night raccoons raid the museum ' garbage can.
Spac history continu to be written across the Banana River at
the Kennedy Space Center and at the launch complexe at the
ape. The space mu eum 's ancient missile are a silent te tam nt
to the "work and vi ion [that] rai ed men 's eyes from the Earth to
the star ."85 It remains an op n question wh ther thi "Kitty Hawk"
of the space age will b preserved for future generations.

5 . Florida Toda)l]uly 2- , 1970,
. 2B
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The 1960 and 1964Jacksonville Riots:
How Struggle Led to Progre s
by ABEL A.

BARTLEY

the 1950 ended and a new d cade began, leaders of the civil
rights movem nt grew impatient. Nearly six year had pa d
ince th Unit d State Supreme Court had laid the foundation for
ending gregation. Neverthele s, for African American littl had
changed. Blacks continued to languish at the bottom of Ame rican
ociety, y tematically denied the legal prot ction afford d to v n
America' newe t immigrants. Forced to endure second-rat ducational and social services, southern blacks increas d the pre ur
on policy makers.
In Jacksonville, Florida, Hayd n Burn enter d hi
year as mayor, an office he owed principally to the support of African Am rican voter. But except for appointing a £ w black p lic
officer and attending select African American function , Burn
gave black very few tangible reward . H remained a staun h gregationi t and actively resisted all effor to integrate. N rthIe s, the emaIl conce ion brought Burn substantial upp rt
from black leader .
Wh n Burns entered Florida's gOY rnor' race in 1959, h
champi ned on ervative ocial i ue , nhancing hi p ition
among white con rvative but jeopardizing hi support among
black. Burns reaffirmed his segregationist positionju t a Jacksonville ' civil rights movement inten ified.
Burn grew increasingly
re olute in his opposition to integration, African Am rican I ad r
reacted by organizing protests to forc city lead r to integrat
Jacksonville's publi facilities and improve economi opportuni tie
for blacks. By mid ear 1960, the city fac d rna ive pr te ts ponored by the National As ociation for the Advancement of 01 r d
People (NAA P).
Jack onville had neither a chapter of the Student Nonviol nt
oordinating Committee nor of the outhern Chri tian L ad rhip Conference; con equently the NAA P, which had a long and

A

Abel A. Ba rtley is a istant profes or of Mrican American a nd urban h istory a t
the niversity o f Akro n .

[46]
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uc
ful hi tory there, led Jacksonville's civil rights campaign.
Most black I ad r in the city were active m mbers. They £ It comfortable handling racial problems locally b cau e they wer familiar with city official. J
In th 1960 Rutledge Pearson and the NAACP Youth ouncil
led the NAACP- pon ored demonstration , while Frank Hampton
an African American police officer, filed law uits challenging di criminat ry practices in Jacksonville' parks and golf our e . Pearson, a Jack onville native, was born
ptember 6, 1929. He
attended local school before graduating from tanton High
chool in 1947. He then attended H~ ton-Tillotson o lleg in Au tin, Texas, where he received a Bach lors of Arts degr e in political
cience in 1951. Whil at Hu ton-Tillo on h erved as a chart r
m mber of the tudent hri tian As ociation and a tudent representative to the World Religiou Ecumenical Conferenc at the
University of Kan a . Pear on, a wonderful inger with aborning
ba voi e, also sang with th ollege choir and quart t. He had natural lead r hip abilities, and during hi senior year hi cla mat
1 cted him class pre ident. 2
An outstanding ath] t ,P arson excelled in many por . However, bas ball provided him with hi gr ate t athletic achi v m n .
In 1952 Abe Sab r t in , a businessman who inv t d in African
Am rican baseball teams, ign d him to a on -year contra t to play
with the Had m Globetrotters bas ball team. After a year, ab rtein shifted Pearson to the Chicago Giants of the now defunct Negro-American Lea u , wh re h b ecame a tar fir t ba man. H
impr ss d fan with hi .310 batting av rage and flawless fi Id play.
Aft r hi mother became ill, Pear on return d to Jacksonvill
wh r ,hoping to join the recen tly integrated major leagu s, h acc pted a contract to play for th J acksonville B ach abird in th
previou lyall-white CIa C Florida Stat League. Unfortunat ly, on
th day befo re spring practice began, the local ballpark clo ed to

I.. Th

P had su essfu lly organ ized Mrican Americans for activili ranging
from voter regi tration to ultural xpositions. See B. H . Wal h , ew Black Voices:
The Growth and Contributions of Sallye Mathis and Mary ingleton in Flnrida Governalive Son," j et, April 30, 1964,52;
ment (Ja ksonville, 1990) , 75; 'Jack onvill '
Mary 10 Pearson , iot rvi w by author, Ja ksonviJl e, February 17, 1996; Program,
CP Dinn er R cognizing Rutl edg Pear on, 1963, in Mar Pear on
Pa pe r , in her po
ion .
2. ' Rut! dg Pearson ," M issing Page in the jack onville StOTY (Ja ksoovill , 1973) ,
n .p.
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prevent him from playing. This act prematurely ended hi baseball
career and enhanced his hatred of segregation. The event, one
former student remembered, was a "turning point" in P ar on'
life. ~

With his baseball career over, Pearson, like other educat d
blacks, had three choices. He could work for the post offi e, the
railroad , or the school system. He accepted a job teaching social
studies at Darnell-Cookman Junior High School. He al 0 coach d
baseball for Stanton High School where he led the team to appearances in two tate finals. Pearson subsequently taught at everal
chools in J acksonville, and his popularity allowed him to advance
within the chool stem. He eventually rose to head of th Social
Studies Department at Darnell-Cookman and became vic president of the Social Studies Teachers Council of Duval County. As a
teacher, Pearson had an opportunity to instruct black childr n on
the evils of segregation and racism. He also served as advisor to th
NAACP Youth Council, coordinating its protest activities in Jacksonville. Some felt that north Florida was too raci t to have a trong
NAACP chapter, and others argued that Pearson's quiet p r onality and teachingjob disqualified him for NAACP leadership. Pearson wanted to silence the e critic by building a viable AA P
chapter in an area populated with Klansmen, Sons of the Confederacy, and White Citizens Council members. Even white w re impressed with Pearson's courage. Years later, Martin Garri , a white
police officer, remarked that the courage required to challenge
segregation in the 1950s was unimaginable because violence
against blacks regularly went unpunished. 4
Although he faced automatic dismis al for active participation
in NAACP activities, Pearson appealed to the consciences of minority teacher, r cruiting a cadre of young educators to tak part in
civil rights demonstrations. He was th first person to enli t adults
to work with the youth council. The teachers made the ign u ed
by the studen . His lectures inspired students to figh t for 0 ialju -

3. "Rutledge Pear on"; St. Petersburg Times, March 27, 1964;JacksonvilleJourna~ F bruary 8, 1982; Rodney Hurst, telephone interview by author, August 26 and 28,
1995.
4. St. Petersburg Times, March 27, 1964 ; Jacksonville Journa~ February 8, 19 2; "ja ksonville' Native Son," 53; Commander Martin P. Garri , intervi w b author,
jacksonville, March 19, 1998; William Lassiter, interview by author, j acksonville,
March 18, 1998. Lassiter likewise wa impressed by the courage hown by bla k
leader during that period .
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tice and equality. Pearson made each student m morize the Declaration of Ind pendence and challenged them to show how the
United Stat followed its principles.5
Pearson, who de rib d himself as a "man in a hurry," quared
off with Haydon Burns, who obviou ly was in no hurry. Burns r fu ed to compromi e on segregation becau e he feared that it
threatened his whit power base. He was not alone in his opposition to int gration. City official and many whites strongly oppo ed
de gr gation. Some thr atened violence to halt the prote ts and
mai n tain th sy tem. 6
In late 1959, Rodn y Hur t, a sixteen-year-old high chool stud nt, became pre ident of the NAACP's Youth Council. An ambitious, restl
young man, Hurst ymbolized the young people in
Jacksonvill ready to forc change. H e sat in Pearson ' cIa e, Ii t ning to the lessons on s gr gation. He vividly rememb r Pearon aying, "The way to hurt segr gation is to hit segr gationi ts in
th ir pock ts." Fiv y ar of pressure had n tted th civil rights
mov m e nt very little in Jacksonville, but blacks were d t rmined to
end the humiliation they endured in white-own d tores. As Frank
Priestly, a teacher recruit d by Pearson, recalled, "Not only could
we not it and eat at some lun h counters, but at Stand and nack,
th ey wouldn't even allow us to stand and eat next to whites. ' 7
In response, th NAA P b gan citywide prot ts and d montration . Mter witnessing the ucce of it-in campaign in North
arolina, Pearson and hi a i tants organized training e ions for
students to lead sit-ins. H e enlisted th aid of prominent young attorneys Earl John on and Ern tJack on to coun I the tudents
on their rights. By law, anyone had th right to it at a lunch
ounter, but the storeowner did not have to serve them. Th legal
advic wa follow d by a series of lecture on the hri tian principI of nonviolence delivered by promin nt local black mini t r .8

'Ja ksonville 's ative Son ," 53; Fran k Pri tly, tel epho ne inte rvi ew b author,
ugust 20, 1995; Marvin Dawkins, interview by auth or, TaJla ha '
, F bruary 17,
] 996.
t. Peter.
burg
Times, Ma rch 27, 1964; Mary Ann Pear on , inte rvi ew b a uthor,
ptembe r 12,
J ac ksonvi lle, Dece mb r 29 , 1994; "Prom is of Troubl ," Time,
1960, 27.
7. Hurst, interview; Pri tl y, int rvi w.
Ll o d Pear o n, interview by author, J ac k on ill , e] t mb r 2, 1996, and March
9, 199 .
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Mter the initial training sessions, NAACP leader organized a
eries of sit-in demonstrations at lunch counters in Mc ory',
Kress, and Woolworth's. McCory's and Kress had whites-only lunch
counter whil Woolworth's had a black lunch counter hidden in
the rear of the store. The early demonstrations floundered b cau e
whites refu ed to negotiate. These demon trations quickly nd d,
but a summer approached, the NAACP promised to renew th
campaign. The NAACP's Youth Council reopened its sit-in campaign on Saturday, August 13,1960, and planned to continue demon trations until store owners de egregated their lunch count rs.
The students again targeted the Woolworth tore in downtown
Jacksonville. 9
Woolworth's had an eighty-four-seat white lunch counter po itioned in front of the kitchen and a fifteen-seat Mrican Am rican
lunch counter in the rear of the store hidden behind garden plants
and tool. Rodney Hurst led eighty-two students in the first dem ntration. T hey made small purcha es from one counter and then
sat at the whit lunch counter and attempted to order lunch. They
wanted to show the absurdity of being allowed to make purchas
from every counter in the store except one. IO
The store s manager, a sympathetic native northerner, apologized to the students and then closed the lunch counter, which wa
the demonstrators' goal. They wanted to close the lunch count r
during the busy lunch period, costing the store crucial busin s.
Pearson belie ed that if these lunch counters remained closed long
enough, store owners would give in. Already there were some sympathetic white who refused to purchase goods and ervice wher
blacks could not. Some white navy wives even held seats for th student demonstrators .ll
Mter a w ek, whites moved to end the demonstration. he
Florida Star warned city leaders that a restless spirit was moving ov r
the black community. On August 24,1960, editor Eric Simp on reported that "despite the relative calm that exists here the Negroe
[sic] people in Florida, and particularly Jacksonville are fac d with
many . . . problem that have led to unrest in other parts of th
country." He cautioned that unless city official joined with th

9. Hurst, interview; Florida Times-Union, October 23, 1993.
10. Hur t, intervi w.
11. Ibid.
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bu in
community and met Mrican Ameri an leader , viol n e
was unavoidabIe. 12
Simp on's words prov d prophetic. Two young d mon trator ,
running from th police , accidentally knocked an e ld rly white
woman through a plat glass window. On Augu t 26, a cuffle brok
o ut b tween a whit and a black woman in front of a tor wh r
the latter was picketing. Th two women knocke d several white
worn n to the pav m nt during th ir scuffl . Thi incensed th
white community, and orne drove to the ears and Roebuck d partm nt store and bought ax handles. Sears old over fifty ax handle in one fifteen-minut p eriod. 13
On August 27, a group of Klansmen and White Citizen Council m mbers from outh G orgia and north Florida arm d themIv with ax handl , ba e ball bats, golf club , and heavy walking
ticks and h ld a rally in d wntownJack onvill . Th Ywarn d m [han and other not to violate Florida's s gregation law . Polic
offic [ patrolling th ar a did nothing as the Klan m n passed out
leaflets igned the "S gr gation Forc
of Duval Coun ty" and
thr at ned downtown m rchants with citywid boycotts if th Ygav
in to Mrican American demand .1 4
Pearson and a group of youth council m mb rs drov through
downtown J acksonville ju t b fore 9:00 a.m. to ch ck out a r port
that m n in Confederate uniforms were handing out ax handle at
H mming Park. Th r port proved to b accurate. The NAA P
h Id a somb r m ee ting at the Laura Street Pr sbyt rian Church
and d cided to go ah ad with a chedul d sit-in. However th y
wit h d th ite from Woolworth' to Grant' , another downtown
to r , 1 cated thr e blo k away at the corner of Main and Adam .1 5
t 11 :00 a.m. , about tw nty-five stud nts met at the Grant
to r , entered, mad mall purcha ,and took eats at the white
lun h counter. At 11: 37 a.m. the tore 's manager closed the lun h
count r and forced th tud nts out. As the students left, they noti d b twe n 150 and 200 whit men armed with ax handles and
ba eball bats running toward them. Klansmen hid in th bu he
outsid of the stor ' ntranc. The fright ned t enagers immedi-

12. Florida tar, August 24, 1960.
13. Ibid .; ew York Times, ugu t 2 , 1960; "Promi e of Troubl ," 27.
14. "Ra ial Fury Over Sit-in ," Life, ptember 12, 1960, 37; "Promi e of Trouble,"
27.
1 . Hur t, interview.
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ately ran, but nearby tore owner locked their doors to keep th
panic-stricken demonstrators out. The Klan men brutally attack d
every Mrican American they aw. 16
At noon, a few Mrican American protesters gathered in th
downtown ar a for a scheduled demonstration. The group grew to
about 3,000 peaceful protesters. The demonstrators, wh w r
joined by some black gang members, stood in the arne location
where the Klan had stood just a few hours earlier. The Klansmen
taunted and then attacked them. Jacksonville police officer w r
conspicuously absent. White passers-by watched with obvious sati faction as Klansmen pummeled unarmed, peaceful prote ter . A
Catholic prie t asserted that "if Christ walked the streets ofJacksonville, he would be horrified."17
Calvin Lang, who was walking home after vi iting hi mother,
who worked in a downtown tore, vividly remembered wat hing a
group of whit s chase a young man down the street and hit him in th
back of the h ad with a baseball bat. On hi way home aft r his hift
ended early at Morrison's Cafeteria because of the threat of viol en ,
Nathaniel Glover was taunted by a group of white men. He r sponded. One of the men hit him over the head with an ax handle.
Glover reported the incident to a police officer who had watched the
attack but was told to leave town b fore orne one killed him. GI v r
said the polic aw the attacks but did not intervene. Teenag rs tri d
to climb palm tree as whites chased them and beat them with sticks.
The Klansmen chased the teens through the city and into black
neighborhoods where the Boomerang gang attacked the Klansm n.lS
Armed with guns, knives, sticks, bottles, and Molotov c cktail ,
the black gang chased the white men out of the area. Arnett Girardeau, a former activist, referred to the day as "Ax-handle Day."
Blacks met violence with violence. ''You had groups who were the
prodding groups and then there were those who were th demontrators. The demonstrator would take the abuse and th prodding groups would not take the abuse and would not allow you to
abuse the demonstrators." Those were very difficult day for anyone seeking a peaceful solution to the crisis. 19

16. Ibid. ; Lloyd Pearson, interview.
17. New York Times, August 28,1960; "Promise of Trouble," 27.
18. Calvin Lang, interview by author, Tallahas ee, July 29, 1993; Nathaniel Glov r,
interview by author, Jacksonville, March 17, 1998.
19. Florida Times"Union, August 28, 1960, August 21, 1983; Walch, Black Voices, 74.
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A Florida Time -Union reporter stimated that at lea t fifty p 0pIe were wound d in the melee. By the time the polic int rven d
many African Americans had suf£ r d head injurie from ax handles. Th sudden viol nt outbreak nded three w k of peaceful
AACP-I d it-in. Th city u ed mor than 200 polic officer to
quell the disturbance. The poli e arrested ixty-two peopl on
harge ranging from di orderly conduct to inciting to riot. Of
tho arr t d, forty-eight were black and £ urteen wer white. Officer Martin Carri recalled that there was an und rstanding on the
poli e force at th time that during disturbance you arre t d
black b cau e they wer perceived as the troublemak r . By nightfall the polic had the situation under control although sporadi viol nce ontinued. 20
Burn' recalcitrant attitude and political man uv ring had
parked th rioting. As Eric Simp on wrote , "It i clear that the disint r t d attitud that our city father have shown to the N gro
citizen' problems ha brought on this terrible catastrophe that has
i ited us." H ob rved that lunch counter integration had com
about in other citie with little r sistanc when th two ides at
down and talked. Then, quoting from the Tampa Tribune, h wrote,
" adly for Florida' reputation, Jacksonville could have had it thi
way but Mayor Haydon Burns turned it down. He rev aled that a
ariety of store op rators came to him several weeks ago to op n
th ir lunch count r to Negroes, but he told them not to do so. " 2 1
Jack onville' police department must hare part of th blame
for the violence. Police officers d layed in intervening and disarming the combatants. It is unclear whether Burn ordered th m to
wait or if i ty-two-year-old Police hi f Luther Reynold made the
decision on his own. What i clear i that police official gave Klan men tim to attack th d mon trators and th n arrest d a di proportionate numb r of black. In a perceptive editorial, Simp on
wrote, "It i the [duty of th police] to disp r e both at the on et,
not to wait until , weapons in hand, th y head for a h oth r. The
con titutional right to peaceful a embly doe not include sanction
for gun , knives, baseball bats or ax handle at the gatll ring . " 22

ugu t, 2 1960, March 26, 1964; Florida Time - nion, Augu t 28,
August 28, 1960; Garri , inte rview.
2 L ,FIO'li da tar, e ptembe r 3, 1960.
22, Ibid.; "Promi e of Trouble ," 27; Ne'w York Times, Au list 28, 1960.
20. ew Yo'rk Times,

1960;JacksonvilleJourna~
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tate NAACP leaders immediately converged on Jacks nville
to advi e local officials. They also urged the Eisenhower admini tration to inv tigate the slow police re pons . E. Fred ri k Morrow, the administration's advisor on black affair, c ntacted local
lead rs and expre sed the administration' concerns, while Attorney General Herbert Brownell promi d an official inv tigation.
The NAACP's Atlanta office sent Ruby Hurley to c nduct an official investigation into what had gone wrong. 23
Local NAACP fficial a ked Burn to creat a biracial committe to discuss the e problems. He flatly refused, arguing that biracial meant integration, and he would not fo ter desegregation.
Meanwhile, state NAACP representative announced an nd to th
it-in and a cooling-off period. Florida governor Leroy Collin
placed the N(ltional Guard on alert, and Burn had all 400 poll
officers, along with Navy Shore Patrol units, patrolling the city. On
Augu t 28 local NAACP officials announced a citywide bo cott of
all segregated bu inesses. They al advised blacks again t purcha ing the Florida Times-Union because it publi hed slanted n w taries and igno ed n ws about the civil rights movement. 24
Fearing the economic impact f a prolonged boycott so n ar to
the holiday ason, members of the Chamber of Comm rc m t
with NAACP leader at th Snyder Memorial M thodist Church to
discu s a olution. Later, the Community Advi ory Committ e, an
all-white organization, met with an all-black group with th sam
name. The two group worked out an agreement that des gr gat d
orne department tore lunch counter and promis d better job
for Mrican Americans along with token de egregation in other areas. For example, Mary Ann Pearson and Willye Dennis were hired
a librarians at the downtown branch of the public library, b oming the fir t two Mrican Americans to work in public building . 25
The riots also prompted officials to make the judicial y t m
more re pon ive to Mrican Americans. In 1963 the Unit d Stat
Supreme Court handed down its decision in Gideon v. Wainright. It
held that any person accu ed of a crime had to b appointed a lawyer. In order 0 deal with the large number of black defendants, th

23. Hurst, interview.
24. New York Timrs, November 5,1964.
25. Walch, Black Voices, 75; Mary Ann Pearson, interview by author, Jacksonvill ,
Augu t 27, 1995; Willye Dennis, interview by author, Jacksonvill ,January I ,
1995; Hur t, interview.
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tat Attorney' Offi e hired Lander Shaw in 1963. Shaw proved
be a v ry ffective lawyer. He wa influential in de egregating the
ourt hous in 1964. Shaw d fended Mri an Am rican accus d of
crim , nsured fair treatment for black d £ ndants, and erved as
a liai on between th d monstrator and th court system. 26
Pear on and his family paid a price for their prot st activitie .
He 10 t his job a oach of th
tanton ba eball team , and his wit
and hildr n were forced into hiding to es ap the man threats
the family r ceived. The NAACP won a partial victory, howev r. In
pril 1961, Marjorie Me k , cretary of the youth council, and
Rodney Hurst, th
ouncil's pr sident, w nt to the downtown
Woolworth' every day for a week and ate lun ch at the pr viou ly
all-white lunch ount r. Lunch count r egregation in Jacksonvill ' downtown store had officially ended. Segregation in many
downtown
taurants continued, but th owners gav vague promi
about r vi iting th i su lat r. The failure of the agreem nt
I d to r newed demon trations in 1964 a white equi 0 at d on
their commitments. 27
Because of hi swift and decisiv a tion during the riots, th
state NAACP elect d Pearson a its pre id nt in 1963, giving him
res pon ibility for Florida's fifty-nine local branche . Pear on r eived a mandate to continue the struggl to end gr gation in
Jack onville . NAACP leaders cl arly hoped that Pearson ould duplicat th uccess he had in J ack onville and oth r ommuniti .
In two years he had turned th fledgling Jack onville NAA Pinto
a major for e for civil rights, increasing m mbership from a few
hundred to well over 2,000. He wa the first tat
AA P I ad r to
build a broad coalition that included teachers, civic leader, the
bu iness community, politi ians, and mini ters. In lat 1962,Jam s
Rapl y replaced R dn y Hur t a Youth Council president after
Hur t resigned to join th Air Force. 2
t

2 . T. Edward Austin, interview by author, J a ksonville, March 20, 1998; L and r
h aw, intervi w by author, Tal laha ee, May 18,1990; The Gideon v Wainright (vol.
372. U 335 , vol. 135) deci ion was handed down by th Supr m Court in 1963.
Attorney Abe Fortas su cc 'fully argued that larence Earl Gideon had be n
deni d counsel by th
tate of Florida in violation of his constitutional rights.
oUlhern Reporter, 2d s ries (1963), 746, and United State Reporter (Was hin gton D. ., 1 63). Th implica tions of thi deci ion for black are obvious.
27. Florida Times-Union, February 3, 1991 ; Hur ' t, intervi w.
2 . Florida tm; March 2, 1963; 'J ack onvill '. Nativ on," 53.
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The ineffectivene s of the 1960 agre ments made it obvious
that blacks would have to reopen their as ault on local bu iness s
to improve employment opportunities in downtown tore. The local NAACP p lann d a boycott to begin March 1, 1963. Again
NAACP officials, including Earl Johnson, Leander Shaw, Eri Simp on, and W. W. Schell, met with select Chamber of Commer
member . Th Ysought to find some way to improve economic opportunities for blacks without negatively affecting their bu in
s.
In response the NAACP called off the boycott. 29
Although Martin Luther King Jr. continued to urg nonviolence, African American were becoming increasingly militant in
their oppositi n to segregation. Impatient with the pace of th civil
rights mo ement and tired of the nonviolent policy advocat d by
King and his followers, many young blacks moved rapidly toward a
confrontational strategy that emphasized self-de£ nse. As 1964 unfolded, the city again found itself in the midst of a violent and angry cla h between white and blacks.
For Jacksonville's black there remained many thing ab ut
which to complain. De pite the desegregated lunch counters, m t
restaurants remained segregated and most white continued to ignore forty-four percent of the city' population. The local n w paper devoted only two pages-the infamous" tar page "-to Afri an
American news. Black police offi er could neith r exhibit th ir
gun in the pre ence of white nor arre t whit . In 1964, th
NAACP reop ned its aggressive national campaign against segr gation and discrimination. Across the nation viol nt in id nts
marred the civil rights movement's nonviolent image. Young African American men trapped in urban jungle violently vented their
frustration . Rioting erupted even as Jim Crow lowly b gan to
crumble. In t. Augustine, Florida, Martin Luther King Jr., desperately trying to keep the movement nonviolent, lead the uth rn
Christian Leader hip Conference (SCLC) in a direct action campaign again t city officials. Meanwhile, Jacksonville's NAACP leaders continued to protest peacefully.30
St pping up the pressure, in February 1964 Pearson I d the
NAACP in a five-\ eek direct action campaign again t bu in
and organization that continued to practice di crimination. The
boycott unfolded during Burns's second run for the gov rnorship,
29. Florida Star, February 9, 1963; Florida Times-Union, March 26, 1964.
30. "Jacksonville 's Native on ," 54.
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and threatened to derail his ampaign by bringing the mayor' ivil
rights record into focus . AJmo t immediately the controversy
evolved int a batt! of wills between Pearson and Burns, pIa ing
Jack o n vi.! I in the enter of th civil rights struggl . Ther had
b n foreboding sign that rac r lations would b volatil inJa konville . For exampl , chool board officials refused to formulate a
fair plan for integrating the chool ystem. The Duval County
chool yst m had made token integration in some s hool , but th
ystem remain d larg ly segr gat d. 3 1
They w re not alone in their recalcitrance . White xtr mi t
ontinued to threaten viol nc . Mrican Americans becam frutrat d with the city' d lay, and those caught in the middle found
very litt! room for c mpromise. Either the city made radical
hanges or it would fac rna iv protests. If it mad hange, th
hite community might react, but if it did not, the black ommunity tood r ady to rupt. ~\2
On February 16, 1964, at 3:00 a.m ., a bomb xploded und r
th hou of Ion a Godfrey, an Mrican American civil rights worker.
odfrey' i -year-old son Donald had integrated th former! allhit Lackawanna Elementary School. Godfrey ' pr sence up t
many white parents, and they protested and thr atened viol nce.
The explo ion alerted officials to th eriousn s of these thr ats. 33
The Godfr y were not injured in th blast but their home, r portedl worth about 7,500, uffered xt nsive damag . Th
bomb "ripped a yard wide , 18 inch deep hole in th ground b n ath th ide of th hous , plintering the floor under th dinning room and kitchen." Mo t of the family' kitch n appliance
£ 11 through the hole in the floor. Th Jacksonville Police Departmentjoined with tate and local fire marshal and the Fed ral Bureau of Inv tigation to laun h an investigation.34
Godfr y report dly had received a bomb thr at the pr vious
D cember from an anonymou female caller who ga no r ason
for the threat. Godfr y had onc b en very active in the NAACP
but had recently reduc d h r role, although she maintain d her
m e mber hip. She told r port r that the chool had b en pick ted

31.Joshua William , int rvi ew by a Ulhor, Tallaha e , S pte mbe r 24, 1992 . Th
Florida AA P backe d Burn " oppo n nt, Miami Mayor Ro b rt Kin g Hi gh .
32. Ibid .
33. Florida 7 irnes-Union, Fe bruary 17, 1964.
4. Ibid .
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by whit women during the first few days, but her on had n t complained about any ill treatment. The Godfrey bombing ignaled
the ext nt of white re istance and ended the relative calm that had
followed the 1960 riots. 35
Pearson faced a very tenuous situation. He wanted to maintain
the pre ure on white bu inesses, but he did not want a repeat of
the 1960 violence. Pearson leaned heavily on the local Mini trial
Alliance for guidance and support. In return they offered him
their church s, m mbers, and service for the cause. 36
Reveren~ Charles Dailey, who came to Jack onvill in 1959 to
pastor the Oakland Street Bapti t Church, erved as head of J ackonville's Int rdenominational Ministerial Alliance. Almo t imm diately he volunteered his organization in service to help fight for
civil rights. The Mini terial Alliance worked with the NAA P nd
YMCA on is ues uch as busing in the urban core and b tter
school for black children. Pearson preferred to let the Mini trial
Alliance sponsor protests becau e, unlike the NAACP, th y c uld
not be sued. 37
Twenty- even ministers were jailed in Jacksonvill for protest
activity; none of them were white. Local white minister hose to
tay out of demonstrations. More member of the Ministerial Alliance went to jail than in any similar organization in the ountry.
The protests u ually began at a church where those involved r ceived their in tructions and prayed for success. Once the meeting
ended, the demonstrator would move from the church to th pr test ite. Pearson used several churches for hi meetings, and, according to hi widow, he never had trouble recruiting volunte r .
Nearly everyone agreed that he had charisma, something other
leader lack d. Pearson's personality made it very difficult to say no
to him. Dail y de cribed Pearson as the Pied Piper who played th
mu ic while the ministers marched behind him wherever he I d. ss
On February 17, 1964, a group of black protestor picket d
outside the white -only Robert Meyer Hotel while four black mini ters attempted to register as guests. The minister were arr st d
and joined anoth r group of mini ters who had been arre ted days
35. Ibid .
36. Mary Ann Pearson, telephone interview by author, February 16,1996.
37. Charle Dailey, telephone interview by author, January 5, 1995; Lloyd Pear on ,
telephone interview by author, January 31 , 1996.
38. Dailey, interview; Erick Dittus, 'jacksonville's Black ommunity is till Sear hing for The Promi ed Land," Jacksonville Today, January 1988, 38.
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before for staging a sit-in at Morrison's Cafeteria.39 On February 26,
Pearson promised that the direct action campaign would continue
until th city accepted greater integration. He wanted a biracial committee establi hed to study racial problems in Jacksonville, and he
t ok a group of disgruntled Mrican American to a city council m eting to air their complaints. The council meeting concluded without
hearing his propo al. An infuriated Pear on accused local official of
shirking their responsibilities. "There were citizens who had come to
voice support for their ideas," P ar on told a reporter. "This tends to
indicate that the city government is failing to give direction and guidance to the community in the broad area of human relations." He
promi ed to continue his direct action campaign, even threatening to
increase the pace and intensity of the demonstrations. City Council
president Clyde "Red" Cannon denied ignoring the group. He
claimed that he thought the group had been a part of another body of
citizens who had attended the meeting to discuss a zoning change. 4o
In re ponse to the snub, the NAACP increased th pressure on
local official . "Pearson felt that the city was ignoring him and his
demands," political activist Joshua Williams remembered . "He had
d ecided that no matter what happened he was going to force Burn
to respond ." Burns considered Pear on's protests a nui ance. He
knew that J acksonville' crucial position in Florida would mean
that any racial strife would attract national coverage. He hoped to
ettl e th e is ues before the problem got out of hand. 4 1
On March 2, the J acksonville Ministerial Alliance held a meeting attended by sixty-two ministers, five of whom were black. Th y
voted unanimously to draft a letter to Mayor Burns asking him to
appoint a biracial committee to deal with racial problems in th
ci ty. Th I tter came on the heel of a similar recommendation forward d by the Community Advisory Committee, an organization
mad up primarily of businesspeople and backed by the powerful
Chamber of Commerc , which had been sent to the city counci1. 42
The Minist rial Alliance hoped to force Burns to take the lead
from the co uncil in forging better race relation in Jack onville.
The city co uncil, however, ignored the Community Advisory Com3 . Florida Time -Union, February 18, 1964.
40. Ibid., F bruary 27,1964.
41. William , interview.
42. Ibid. ; Flo'rida tar, March 14, 1964. Jacksonvill had two ministerial allianc ; an
ecumenical group, which wa predominantly white, and a civil rights organization, which wa all black.
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mittee' r c mmendation. Th mini ter hop d that by app aling
directly to Burn they could open a line of communication. Race
relations in the city were rapidly deteriorating. 43
On March 5, the FBI announced that they had mad an arr t
in the Godfr y bombing. William Sterling Ros cran , a thirty-yearold laborer from Indiana, had planted the bomb, th y aid. Ro crans had a long criminal history that included ev ral burglari
and petty crime . He became a u p ct when hi car wa foun d n ar
a cache of dynamite stolen from a local construction comp ny. Police officers arrested Rosecrans in St. Augu tine in connection with
bombing of two Florida Ea t Coa t Railroad trains. Th FBI reported that Rosecrans had bomb d the Godfrey hou to fright n
the family into taking six-year-old Donald out of Lackawanna El mentary School. Rosecrans had been under FBI surveillanc £ r
orne tim . He apparently had connections to one of th fiv J ckonville Klan organizations. The Klan boasted a memb rship of
about 1,000. 4"
After Ro ecrans's arrest the FBI widened its inve tigation to
find collaborator , concentrating its attention on Jacks nville'
Klan leader . On March 15, FBI agents ended the inv tig tion by
arre ting six Klansmen and charging them as accomplic in th
Godfrey bombing. The African American pre praised th FBI'
actions. A Pittsburgh Courier reporter wrote , "Seemingly, th arr sts
marked the first olid cases concerning the numerou bombing
which have taken place in the outh since post World War II
days."45
D spite the e arrests, the NAACP continued its d gregation
protests. Tw days after Ro ecrans' arre t, police arr ted fift n
African American for picketing. Judges sentenced ten other bla k
teenager to five days in pri on for violating Florida' anti- it-in law.
The arrests and ub equent convictions strengthened the NAA P'
resolve. By then J acksonville's civil rights struggle had gain d national attention as black periodical showed more inter t in the
fight. The Pittsburgh Courier prai d the NAACP and p ifically
Pearson for ontinuing the truggle. 46

43. Flurida Time. -Union, March 3, 1964.
44. Ibid., March 5, 1964; David R. Colburn, R acial Change and Community Crisis: St.
Augustine, Florida, 1877-1980 (Gainesville, 1985),50.
45. Pittsburgh Courier; March 24, 1964.

46. Ibid., March 28, 1964.
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To save money and to avoid arrests, Pearson u d hit-and-run attacks, in which demon trator protested at a location and th n I ft
befor th police arriv d. It av d money and allowed the organization to cover more areas. Protesters used hit-and-run tacti at th
Rob rt Mey r Hotel, Morrison's Cafeteria, and Leb' re taurant. 47
The NAACP ' hit-and-run tactics cam with a price. During
one three-day period in March, thirty-sev n bla k youths w re arr t d . Judge John Santora, who presided over the ca ,cha ti ed
th youth and th ir par nts for causing the disturbances. According to Judge Santora, "It is, to say th I a t, in poor taste for teen-age r to become involved in something like thi which might lead to
racial tri£ . . . . Th par nts of the e children should be cond e mned." The situation inten ifi d, but Burn refused to acquie ·ce. 41l
P ar on decid d to us the hit-and-run campaign to incr a
pressur on Burns. He organized a rna march on City Hall to prot t civil ervice hiring di crimination and to forc th city' leader
to g t involv d in the negotiations. The mass march worked bett r
than expected. Pearson tim d the march to coincide 'with rush
h ur traffic. The marchers stalled traffic a they ang freedom
song and block d road in their slow procession toward City Hall.
White motorists blew th ir horn in an obviou attempt to drown
out th prote ter' singing. The police did not try to top the horn
blowing v n though it violated aJacksonville city ordinance."
The march wa pea eful xcept for one ugly incident in which
a whit female driver purposely tried to run over a young black
marcher. Though p lic officers witnessed th incident they mad
n attempt to reprimand the driver. In tad , th y laughed a the
fright n d youth I aped onto the car's hood and began jumpinoup and down. 50 By March 20, the hit-and-run tactic occurred frequentl . The youth d mon trat d at num rou local businesses.
Ja k onville found itself in the center of the civil rights mov m nt
a Am rican watch d th city int nsely.51
The racial di turbances in Jacksonville embarrassed Burn politically. His hopes for winning the governor' race depended in larg

47. Ibid.
4 . Ibid.
4 . Florida Times- n ion, Mar h 24, 1964.
5 . Pittsburgh Courier, Mar h 2 , 1964.
5 1. Ibid .
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gued that he had no intention of halting p ac ful protests, but he
had an obligation to nforce local assemblage laws. 55
Finally, on March 21 at 6:00 p.m., Burns addre sed Jack onvill ' racial ituation on local television. He called for calm and
aid that he did not n ed a biracial committee to h lp him olve
Jacksonvill 's race probl m. Instead, he felt that in his capacity a
mayor and police and fire commission r he hould solve the probI ms him elf. 'I am the legally constituted head of gov rnment and
the spokesman for thi city.... I refuse to delegate or relegat thi
re ponsibility to anyone or any bi-racial committee or any other
group. It i my r sponsibility and I will face it."56
Burns aid that h could not give Mrican American what they
wanted b cause h b Ii ved in gregation. He argued that th city
official had done everything they could. They had opened public
faciliti to all citizen , ended discrimination within civil ervi employment, and provid d impartial city services. Therefore h aw
no ju t cau e for citizen complaint again t the local government. 57
He admitted that some bu inesses still discriminated a a matter of policy. He argued that th y were following the law and th r fore wer outside of his purview. Without prai ing or condemning
them he also admitt d that some business shad op n d to Mrican
American. In hi view, Jack onville wa providing everyone with
th ir civil rights because each per on wa making an informed decision dictated by th ir own conscience. 58
Burn warned that h would smash any attempt to integrat
downtown restaurants or hot I . Longtime Burns fri nd and black
political a tivistJoshua Williams believed that Burns had litt! undertanding of the chang that had come to hi city. Blacks refu ed to
be atisfi d with glorifi d second-class citizenship. According to William , "Burns a ked Pearson time and again, 'What i it that you
want?'" Burn felt that he had been good to African American and
could not under tand why they had tum d again t him.59

55. Pill burgh Courier, Ma rch 24, 1964; Florida Times
-Union, March 23, 1964.
-Union, March 24,1964; M iami ews, March 24, 1964; E. W.
56. Florida Times
" t. ugustine and th Ku Klux Klan : 1963 and 1964," in David Garrow
Augustine, Florida, 1963-1964: Ma Protest and Racial Violence (Brooklyn ,
132-33.
57. Florida Time -Union, Ma rch 24, 1964.
5 . Ibid .
5 . William , inte rview; "Wh a t' Behind Jack onville 's Race Violen ce? " j et,
28, ] 964, ] 7.
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R v r nd G. Vincent Lewis, a stud nt at Matth w ilb rt
High S hool during that period, remembered that omeone
pulled a fir alarm at th chool, and as th y vacuated the building, orne students ran into the stree.
cording to L wi , it
s m d lik a thou and police officers were out ide waiting for
th stud n a th y fl d. The polic attacked tudents with night
sticks. "Any student who wa tanding up wa hit. I noticed the
were going after students who were standing 0 I £ 11 to th
ground."63
Lewi b liev d that th riot got out of hand because of the wa
the police responded. They used white offic r to arr t black tud ents. This further irritated the students, who la h d out at th offic r . H rememb r d that many students tried to get arre ted
b cause it wa con id r d a badg of ourag . They ran behind the
poli paddy wagon trying to get arrested. "I know that thi i a fa t
b au m i t r,Jacquelyn Lewis, chased a paddy wagon for about
a block trying to g t it to top 0 the policemen could arrest her,"
L wi r ounted. Once they got to the polic station th childr n
were all g dly b at n by the police. 64
Th situation became even mor volatil aft r J u dg John Santora promi ed stiff puni hment for those arrested. Th Jack onvill
Police Departm nt att mpted to end the demons trations that
rocked the city. Earlier that day, the polic brok through the door
of th Broad Street headquarters of the Jack onvill NAA P and
arrest d a group of lwenty-thr teena er and adults. Police Chief
Luth r Reynold in i ted that the officers ent red the building
only after bottles and fire bombs had b n hurled at pa ing ar
from the econd floor of the building. According to police reports,
juv nile broke four wind hi Ids by throwing obj c from th window. 65
As a re ult of arly morning disturbanc s, officers arrest d
tw nty-three people and charged them with vandali m and unlawful a mbly. Th poli e u ed rna s arrests in an attempt to quell
the demon trations and nd the viol nc . Chi f R ynold e tablished a temporary jail in the old Maxw 11 C. Snyder National

3. . Vin nt L wi , interview by author, Tallahass e, pte mb r 29, 1993.
4. Ibid. ; "What's Be hindJ ackso nvili 's Race Viol nee? ," 1 .
5. "What' B hind J ack nvill ' Race Violence?," 1 . Florida Time -Union, March
24, 1964.
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the ho tile aunosph reo He told the Florida Times-Union, "Today'
demon tration by numerous Negro children of chool age was not
planned by the NAA P. I r ceived information la t Friday night
that today's events would occur and that they were in tigated by
person active in political camps of gub rnatorial candidates in th
current campaign." Burn argued that Jacksonville had exceptionally good race relation until hi political oppon nts stirred up
blacks with reports that race relations w r terrible in JacksonvilIe. 69
Burns asked Mrican American ministers to help restore calm.
Rev r nd]. S.John on, presid nt of the Int rdenominational Alliance, agreed to app ar with Burns on his teleca t to a k Mrican
American to obey city law. Burn later appeared alone on hi paid
t lecast to bla t hi political opponents for their alleged instigation
of racial unre t. He told the television audience, "It' regrettable
that men eeking the highest offic ,that of governor, would re ort
to disrupting the p ace of a community and to involving the immature youth of either race in such a spectacle as today."70
Hi opponents immediately re pond d to the accusations. Senator John Mathew Jr. denied making any statem nts about Jackonvill ' ituation and renewed his promise not to comm nt on
the racial di turbance during the campaign. Math wand Fr dO.
Dickinson accus d Burn of playing politics with the riots. Ac ording to Dickinson, "Mayor Burns ha don an outrageous di servic
to the city of Jacksonvill and all Florida by injecting politic at a
time wh n mi ery and fear are rampant in his city. The peopl of
Jacksonville need leadership not rabblerousing." i'
Later, when a ked about the March 23 racial incidents, Burn
refu ed to admit rioting had occurred. Instead, he compared the
disnlption to a group of rowdy students r turning from a football
game. Burn said the incidents temmed from people assembling
without a proper permit. H
aid the problems occurred when
demonstrators refu ed to obey an order to disper e. He seemed
onfident the probl ms would hortly subside. 72
National NAA P official appealed to President Lyndon B.
Johnson to intervene. Mter consulting with his staff and top Justice

9. Ibid., March 24, 1964.
70. Ibid. , Mar h 26 1964.
7l. Ibid.
72. Ibid.
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sion of a fire bomb. Th y al 0 arre t d seven oth r youth and
harged th m with unlawful assembly. 76
It wa during this criticaljuncture that Pear on interceded and
a ked th
hildr n to end the violenc. p aking to a gath ring
during the riot h aid, "This business of viol nce ha got to stop.
W 'v got downtown r ady to n gotiate, and we mu t top thi violen e." Mt r Pear on' request, the destruction topped. The venting of frustration gav the world a chance to ee what the civil
rights movement could turn into if re ponsible leaders did not tak
charge. A cording to R verend Lewis, "Obviou ly, th city had two
choices after 1964. They ould continue as they were going or the
could op n a line of communication and try to solve some of th
problems." Pear on call d Burn 's bluff. 77
Even the Florida Time -Union, which had traditional1y opp
d
the civil rights movement, recognized the n d for biracial communication to solv th probl m. In an editorial entitled "Int r-racial Talks Ar City' Fir t Need ," th e author bla ted th racial
demon trations b cau e th y had destroyed the spirit of Chri tian
ideals espou d b th Holy We k celebrations. The pap r blam d
th incid nts on a breakdown in communications between I ad r
on both id .78
Finally on March 25, Burn called for an end to the pr t ts
through biracial communication. He call d on bu iness and civic
leaders to di cu th probl m and promi ed to act on th ir r omm ndation . Burns aid that he did notju t want to arrest local
offenders; he wante d to end th law br aking. He called th n w
body the ommunity Relation Committee ( R ). 79
Burns warned that h could not force a change in attitud in
the city, but h
ould initiate dialogue betw n th warring faction . H believed that governm nt had to act a an enforcer of
law, but the citiz n were re ponsible for mediating dif£ rence .
ful in dictating an y polH aid," overnment will not be suc
i y." By e tablishing the R Burn hoped to olve the city' ling ring racial problem and reinvigorate hi political campaign. 0

76 . rlO'lida Time -Union , March 25, 1964.
77. 'J a ksonville'
ative Son ," 52; Lewi , interview.
78 . Florida Times-Union, March 25, 1964.
79 . Ibid ., Mar h 26 1964.
O. Ibid.
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Rob rt Milliu , the committee's chairperson, want d to create
a v ry broad ba e of support. He b gan contacting profe ionals,
the busine community, food and restaurant companies, and th
mini try to get per pective on the issues. Wh n a ked what he
vi w d a the underlying cause of the current crisis, Milliu contended that th
rux of the city's probl m revolved around th
gr gation and mi tr atment of blacks. Almost imm diately he ang r d black , however, when h announced that th committ
would not limit itself to a discus ion of integration. 5
Lacking any offt ial tatu, the eRC was doom d from the tart.
It proved ineffective in dealing with the problems. E ntually its
black r pr ntative re igned over disputes about th e committ
agenda. Mrican American members wanted to di cus volatile economic and social i u , while white representatives want d only to
discu
ocial is ues. It was not until Loui Ritter became mayor in
late 1964 th at a m re cooperative ag nda wa introduced. Pr judice and discrimination did not disapp ar in jack onville, but th e
ra ial climate had changed. R6
By late May ja k onville had return d to normal. Burns continu ed his run for gov rnor, eventually winning th ra despite 10 ing almo t all of hi support among the tate's black voter. As h
left the city, Mrican American hed few tear . Loui Ritter became
mayor and continued to des gr gate the city. His int grationi t
stance wa a welcomed change.
Rutledge Pear on play d a vital rol in keeping biracial communications open in jack onville. As one report r wrote: "H e can
wh I and d eal with every egment. He holds this Negro town together. If he i killed , let' hope it'll be in an auto accident." Pearon continued to lead jacksonville's protest movem nt. School
officials mi takenly blamed him for the Dec mb r 1964 chool
rik , but hi brother, Frank P ar on, aid that although Pear on
upported the stud nts ' action, he did not lead the walkout. 87
In 1965 the NAACP 's national office announced a chang in
tactics for future civil righ activities. Roy Wilkins said that th time
had com to put a ide the street prote ts and mov toward board
r om compromises. By then Pearson had ris n to chair of th e
AACP's South a t r gion. His involvement in the tudent strik

5. Ibid .
6. Ibid .
87 . 'J ack onville'

ative Son," 52; Florida Times-Union, March 26, 1964.
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Replacing a leader of P ar on's calib r proved difficult. No
other N CP offic r in Jack onvill captured th p api 's art ntion lik Pearson. In ptember 1977, th city dedicated a bridge in
his honor. Pear on had rv d as the driving forc that eventually
toppled egr gation inJacksonvill . Although he n ver ran in a politi al race, Pear on ' ffort mad it much easier for th e who did.
Hi mpha is on nonviol nt protest and aggr sive, uncompromi ing negotiatIon
t the tandard for Jack onvill ' future black
leaders. Had it n t been for P arson' firm , honest leader hip , the
ivide between black and whites might n er have b en bridg d.
Hi efforts et the stag for 1 ctoral vic tori by Mrican American
candidat in 1967.
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The thr e docum nts pr ented here are part of a corpu of
documents generated by Spanish Florida's authorities as part of
their efforts to thwart th pread of British influ nce among anc lor of today' Mikasuki and Seminoles living along the hattahooche River in th 16 Os. Seventeenth-c ntury Spaniards '
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the two vi llages that were dominant over th re t, north and outh.
aueta, a ista, and Colome spoke Muskogee or Cr k, a languag
imilar to that of Florida' modern Seminoles. 4 But occasionally
Spaniards alluded to northern as well a outhern town a part of
Apala hicol Provinc , probably in a melding of the unity r ultin
from au ta' h g mony and re pect for the sti ll surviving pre minence of the chief of the town of Apalachicol among the outhern
towns and the degr e of independence they till njoy d.
Ta quiqu , th north rnmo t town, spoke Yamasee , a language
v ry similar, if not identical, to Hitchiti. 5 h Ocuti also probabl
w r Yama e -sp aker . 6
The Yama ee of thi era were a very numerous, scattered, and
div rse people about wh om littl e i known. Som th n liv d in
Gual and Timucua t rritories along Georgia' coa t; oth r had
ettl d among th
hattahoochee River people; many Iiv d
among the British of South Carolina. Still oth r , like the pie of
th la t two of th s documents, were immigrants to Apala h
Province, whom paniard referred to most common l y as Tama,
Tamaja, or Tam a-Yam a ee.7
Wh n paniard poke of the Apalachicole Riv r in th 1670
and 1680s th ey intend d a tream that combin d today 's Apalach icola and hattahooch ee. But at som e point prior to 1740 th al 0
began referring to the two tream as th 'River of the Ch acatos"
for a people living in the vicinity of Marianna until 1675 who e tablished a village on that riv r by the 16 Os. The Chacato ' name, renha tos and Chatos, is probably the source of th
d r d al 0 a
4. William Bartram , Trav(-/.s oj WiLLiam Bartram, d. Mark Van Dore n ( w Yo rk ,
1955),365-66; Crawfo rd , "So uth a tern India n Languages," 2--27; Di go d la
PeJ'ia, Dia ry of thi Trip, of palache and of the provin
of palac hecol
o rd red to b mad e by the nor Gove rnor and Ca ptain Ge neral Don P dro d
Olive r y Full a na, AGI, SD 43, t ts n 0 11 lion (he rein afte r C) (fil d unde r
1717) P. K. Yon ge Library of Florida History, nive rsity of Flo rid a, Gain esville ;
P fi a to Jua n d e Ayala Es o ba r, O tobe r 8, 1717, in Mark F. B yd , "Do urn n LS
D s ribin g th
cond a nd Third •xp ditions of Lie ute n ant Diego Pena to
paJache and palachi 0 10 in 1717 and 1718," Flo'rida H i to'rical Quarterly 3 ]
(O ctobe r 19 2), ] 34; J o h n R. Swa n ton , Early H istory oj the reek In dians and Their
eighbors (Wa hin g lo n , D. . , 1922).
5. Pe na, Diary 1716; P ri a to yala cobal" 1717, in Boyd , "Docume nts De cribin g
th e econd and T hird Expedition of Li ut nant Di go Peiia to pala h e and
paJac hi colo in ] 71 7 a nd 171 ," 134.
J o hn H . Hann , " l. ugu tin ' Fallout from the Yama ee War," Florida H istorical
Quarterly 6 (O ctober 1989), 1 5.
7. John Ha nn , Apalarilee: T he La nd between lhe R ivers (Gain svi1l , 19 ),33,35-37;
Cha pm a n]. Milling, R ed CaTOlinians ( hapel Hill, 1940), passim.
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imilar to the We to in bing a fear d predatory p opl Tho e
mention d h r probably came from a ettlement on the Choctawhatchee. Later Spaniards ref, rred to them a Yuchi, who are the
U ch of English source . Th
hine , a people from we t Florida
po sibly r lated to the Chacato, lived in a mis ion settlem nt in
Apalachee during thi ra. Th Ticopache, th Tukabachee of Enhattahoochee from th Upper
gli h ources, migrated to th
Creek country. The Tawasa lived just b low the junction of the
Coosa and Tallapoo a Rivers at this time. Th ir ethnic identity is
di puted. The Chacato m ntion d here had been living among
them sinc an attempt on the life of their friar in 1675. Nothing i
known about the id ntity of the Estanani. Chica a wa a native word
m aning abandon d village site . At thi time all of the riv r town
in th vicinity of today 's Columbu wer located on the we t bank
of the river with th xception of Casista. 12
Fray Mercado wrote hi lett r in November 1685 som time afte r Math os ' return from hi first foray into the Apalachicole
country. Ma theos addr ed his two letters present d her to Govrnor Juan Marquez Cabrera a little over three month aft r hi return from hi
cond xpedition in early February 1686. On that
foray he had burned th four northern town who I ader had refu ed to parley with him or to promi to end their contact with the
British trad rs.
In the wake of Matheo' fir t expedition , the rgeant-major
Domingo de Leturiondo had conducted a formal vi itation of
Apalache Provinc during which he int rvi wed veral Apalachicol I ad r , the town of Apalachicol ' ChiefPontocolo,1 3Achito '
Chief Acolaqu , and auocola's osinulo,14 y: fane Juan. On talking
with tho leaders, L turiondo perceived that neutrality wa tll
river towns ' policy at that time. Consequently, he warned the gover-

12. J o hn Ha nn , "The Ch acato Revolt Inquiry," in Visitation s and RevoLL in Florida,
a
Te rr Incogni ta: We t
1656-1695, Horida Archaeology 7 (1993) , 3]-75; "Florida's
Florida's a tiv in th e ixteenth and Seve nteenth e ntury," Florida Anthropologist 4 (1988), 61-107; "La t
ve nte nth- entury Fore bears of the Low r Cree ks
and Se minole ," Southeastern Archaeology 15 (1996) , 66- 0; Do mingo d e Le turiondo t Ma rquez a brera, ove mb r 28, 1685, GI, D 639 , vol. 3 of oleccion
"Mi ion Guale," doc. dd .,JTLC .
. Hi name was spell d els wh e re a Pentecolo .
. Osinulu or usinulo among the Apalachee meant "beloved on ." It was applied to
a particular on (or possibl y daught I' in th ab nc of a o n ) . Special ro)
were a 'sign ed to th u inul both in pregame ceremonies for th baH game and
tho e that accompanied th e raising ofa goalpo t. S Hann, A palachee, 104.
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tier 8 de por alia) , say that he aw four Engli hmen who w r
h lping th Indian in the place of Osuchi in th on truction of the coun il house (obra de buxio) that th y w re
building. He must giv hi opinion on thi ( el deuia de juzgar) that the Engli hmen w r something el b cau e he
aid that th y w re not very big, that they are whit , and
that th yare hort like the Spaniards, and that the other
are in Caueta. And that on of them [isJ marri d , in their
manner of peaking, with a ni c of Juiaui, kin woman
(deuda) of th caciqu of San Luis. The aid Indian r port d thi b fore th e Fath r preacher Arguell [andJ before me and th cacique of Sauocola, who per uad d and
ord red (mando) 19 the aid Indian , who, b cause he had
e n th m , h him elf should go and tell it to your honor.
I am making this report 0 that, if omething hould happen, I will not b at fault by omission. I have nothing to a
as to thi place; that I have aid more than nough. Only
that I had ight m n at mass today. May God prote tour
honor and give him all the health that I desir . Santa Cruz,
today Sunday. haplain and friend of your honor. =
Fray Juan Mercado
2. Antonio Math
1 ,16 6.
Senor

0

to Juan Marquez Cabrera, San Lui , Ma

overnor and Captain General:

I receive d th on from your lord hip dated th e twe ntythird of th pa t month, which came from hand to hand
and rea h d min on the thirtieth day of th said mon tho
And imilarly I rec ived another one from your lor 1 hip of
th twenty-sixth of th said [monthJ , that Rodrig
Xim ' n z brought and that r ach d my hand on th e tift nth day of the urrent [month]. And my not having respond d to thi one imm diat ly, a your lord hip ordered
me, has been becaus none of the Indians whom I had

. Lite ra ll this xpr ion mean "be fo r the d ay b for ye te rday," a an/ier i a
011 quial form of antea)ler, whi ch m an "day be for ye te rd ay." Th friar may
we ll have m eant "th day b fo re th day befor y t rd ay," but tha t e ms a
lum y wa o f ayi ng "three d ays ago .'
] 9. Mando h r could be rend re I al 0 a ' "se nt. '
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cro the river, they went to Tasquique,22 where, and in Co10m ,they welcomed them very well and aid to th m that,
although th Christians had burned th ir villages, th y
had patience [with them] , because they [themselve ] had
th ir guilt, although the ones entirely responsible w re the
cacique of Casista and Cabeta, who had d c ived and ntangled all the re t in bringing the Engli hm n and forcing them to receive them. And they had gone to th wood
and , for thi reason, they burned their pIa e . But, that if
another [ uch] occasion cam up, they would not flee. For
th y kn w now how the Spaniard conducted them elve .
In au ta, they gave th m th same r c ption as in Ca ita,
giving [them] to understand that, even though they w re
planting, they did not intend to remain there . And, accordingly, th said spi al 0 say that there is nothing at all
done or b gun to be don [in the way of rebuilding] in
th
two places. 23 And in the oth r two , which ar
olome
and Ta quique, there are many, both fini h ed and begun.
The aid spies also tated that Apalach cole's cacique told
them that they hould come at full sp ed to warn me that,
while five m n from his plac w re hunting in the chicassa
of alo a,24 which i five day distant from the aid pro inc
by trail, they had heard many hots and that from afar th y
had
n very many people who wer c ming toward th
Flint Ri r. That they did not d e termin e what p ople they
we r b au e th y had e n the m from afar. And on of
th fiv who was hunting left at onc to give thi n ws to
the aid caciqu . For thi [r a on] th e aid two pie rmained there and to learn what p ople it is. They al 0
tat d that the aid cacique to ld th m that h e would be on
the lookout by posting entinels. And on learning what
p ople it was, whether th ey were Englishmen , hichimecos, or hi cas, and whe ther th ey were coming to that
o nnor c py re n dered this as Taiquique, but re produ d it as
Tasquiqu whe n th na me n xt a ppear d .
23. Thi rai es the po ibili ty tha t Caueta a nd Ca i ta m oved eastward in 1686 ra th e r
than a t th d cad ' end wh en Span iard pia ed a fo rt o n the h a ttah oo ch e to
b a bl to re pond qui kly to En gli h intrusio ns.
24. onnor ' copy pe lled it alossa. Its id n tity i unknown . la te r rep rt ugge ts
that the travele rs we re an Englishm an and Ya masee fro m Cha rle Town.
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in Timucua, very good, and that it turn red (colorada)
wh n it is burn d at the fire. 30
The caciqu ofTabasa [Tawa a] came and brought twentyfour hristian men and worn n. I did not give him the ax
or th bead as your lord hip ordered m in your [1 tter] ,
becaus h had gone aIr ady. That it would h ave bee n a
hame to giv th m to him . For he is the v ry greatest
dog;31 for they set out on the trail in hi presenc 32 when
two of hi va al were coming. And they want d to kill one
of the m , who had carried my m sag, but th
hacatos
turn d n them ( olbieron sobre ellos) 33 and a ught on . And
they gave him a very good bating (vna valiente soua) . And
one wanted to fini h it off with a mall h atch t if he who
carri d the message h ad not told him not to d o any uch
thing a I had not order d them to do harm to anyone.
And if things wer not in the shape that they ar , th caciqu would not have gone until the r t of th Christians
would have come. And they brought the valiant one tied
up (y trujeran amarrados al valiente) . 34 But it i n eces ary to
di mbl until his San Martin arrives. 35 I reckon that all of

30. In the onnor c ion thi s se ntenc is followed by: "I h all mak an in ve tigation a to what district it is in," which i mi sing in the tran criplion that Lanning made.
3 1. Math 0 wa fond of callin g th India n "dog."
32. In thi p h ra and in th e o n lhat fo llow it, it i not cl ar who i th anl
d nt
for "hi ."
33. I have not found any word th at re embl s albieron that fits thi contex t. vVh en I
translated th e
nnor ver ion of th document in 19 7, I re nd e red "salbieron
sa/Yre ella " a "turn d n them." I hav retain d that rendition beau e it fits the
ont xt f th
nte nce that fo ll ow.
4. My renditi n f thi phrase is tentative beau "valien te" is singul ar and its
apparent modifi r "arnarradas" is plural. The import of thi e nte n c and th e
o n that immediate l preced e it i vagu a it is not I ar wh th r Matheo wa
thinking of detain ing the ch i f by for e or wheth r h wa permitt d to I ave
qui ckl b cause he lacked th food to D d him or the mun ition to cope with a
pos i bl howdown.
35. San Martin probably wa th nam of a hip bringing n ded uppli s. But
Matheo may have u d san martin in its colloqui I e n th t " ·omeone who
e k onl hi own pleasure will have a day of r koning wh n h will have to
uffer."
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necessary to communicate from there with the Indian of
la Mobila,41 who are twelve leagu e distant from Panzacola.
That these Mobilas have never com to thi province a
they hav wars with the Panzacolas. And it would not be
diffic ult to acquire reports about th e aid bay by p aking
with them. Farther on beyond the Mouila 42 and the river
of this nam i that (el) of E tanani, which i three days by
trail,43 although the first (primer) pIa e of thi provin e,
which i called Ducascaxi,44 is, according to what th Indians ay, ven day distant from the sea, going b way of the
aid river. And it app ars so to m according to th ailor's
chart. That this river i fifty leagu e distant fro m th aid
bay.45 That if this (esta) [province ] of Apalchicole were not
in the state that it i , with your lordship giving m e p ermision a I request d la t y ar,46 one could go to and come
back fr m Panzacola and E tanani [by land ] in Ie than a
month. And I would give your lord hip reports tha t would
b all but certain (sino zertesas)47 about the said bay. I
reckon that, unl ss (sino) thi investigation i m ade first,
th r will not be much a surance at th I as t of the exp dition being uccessful. Your lord hip will d ecide on everything as h may pI as .
I dispa tch d th maiz to th lieutenant of Timucua. According to th e report that I have had, I r ckon that it [or
h e] i aIr ady in anta F ~ e. 4 Four Indian were n ec s ary
4l. Th e La nnin g co py has " a"
obil h re, but it is Mobila in th Connor co py and
Lanning u d "Mobilas" ju t below, referrin g to th peo pl .
onnor co py render d this as "Mobila."
42. Th
43. The Con n o r copy ha "four day. " th " el' ugge ts th at th I' was a riv r named
Esta n ani a "river" is th only ma ulin a nt ced e nt for "el' in thi cont xt.
44. Buca caxi was the sp llin g in the on nor co py. want n did not mention E Lanani or Ducascaxi .
45. T h e Connor 0PY has "not nfty leagu e distant."
46. Wh en th gove rnor learned of the La Salle ttlem nt, Math eo had volunt r d his s rvic s to go to look for it or ga th er information on it. Th gov rnor
ord er d tll e building of one or two galliots in p alach ee for that purpose.
47 . M renditi n h ere is tentative. ino a n b re nd red al as "if not," "except,
unl , besides oIly" and "otherwi e.'
48. Th e mi ion of anta Fee or a point on the river of that name within itsjuri di cLion wa a tran ~ r point wh ere produ
nt to t. Augu tine via th fluvialcoastal-fluvia l of the ucilla, Gulf, and uwannee was put on packhor s belonging to a nta Fe's chi e f for the r mainin g di tan
t
t.
ugu tin e . To obaga
Indians living in palach ee hand led th tran port as far as th e Santa Fe Rive r.
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thi provinc [Apalachee] and that he had fl d from his
companion for thi r a on. Remaining in th e aid pot
until th e next day, he heard three shots at mid-day fr m
the direction of the place of Apalachecole. And hi compa nion al 0 w raying that the Yama e (el yama ) and
the Engli hman had aIr ady ntered into th aid plac , I
mean to ay mpanions to th maste rs (? anD )51 of th
hu es where thi aid p y was. A man from the aid place
arriv d at this time in s arch of sesina,52 and he certifi d
what he wa peaking of. And on seeing thi , the aid spy
hid the bow (? la conya) , 53 arrow , and quiver and took off
in th dir ction of th aid place of Apalachecole, placing
a de r kin ov r his shoulder to disguise him If more (di imularse mas) becau e everyon e from that provin ordinariI walks about in thi manner. And on approaching th
aid plac , he met a young man (muchacho) who took th
aid py for a native of that coun try ide becau e he saw
nothing trange in his garb (traje) or in his peech (lengua)
because h understands the aid province very well. And
on arriving dos to the house of the said village of
Apalache cole with the aid young man, h aw that th y
wer placing s ntine! along th trail with th ir mu k ts.
And wh n th said spy went toward wh re the aid Yamaee (yan eses) were, as he i one also, they b gan to conve r and h to dissimulat a before. And they told him
that they wer p sting those s ntin I just in a
orne
peopl from palach should come. And on going with
them a far a th council hOli (bujio) of Apala hole ,
he saw that all the caciqu , men, and women, and young
people (muchacho )54 we re coming to ee th new p ople.
And he also aw the other py, his companion, to be eated
on a b nch (barbacoa) 'peaking with om Yame
[ i ]
amon tho who had com . And so, as h aw hi aid
companion, he called this py over and mad him sit cIo

5 ] . Aiios, m eaning "years," doe not ma ke nse in thi cont xt. I a m a uming th a t
it i a o py; t' erro r for amos.
52. Th er e a ppears to be no lI ch word . Con i abJ it is a misco pyin g o f cacin a, th e
native tea.
53. The re is no uch word as conya. Th context ails fo r "b w" ((trco). In e rtin g an
"r" be tween " ta" a nd "conya" wo uld provide th w rd "arco."
54. M uchachos could b r nd ered a ls as "y ung me n ."

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol78/iss1/1

98

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 78, Number 1

o

FL RID HI

RI

Q

AR ' RLY

to him. And th
nd wh

t

f

Th
,. h
V

In ian
0)

ho ha
antta C talina 58 and ha

Published by STARS, 1999

h

f

99

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 78 [1999], No. 1, Art. 1
CLOAK AN D

D

GGER IN

AP

HI OLE PROVI

E

1

whom h ncountered . And that th young p ople (muchachos) had b n divided among the brave (valienttes) 59 and
th y had given the worn n to th
nglishman exc pt f, r
on who had di d in her place from grief (pesadumhre) and
from not wanting to eat. And that the Engli hm nand
th y had what they had n d of, powder and balls a w II a
provi ion and, that ships would set out for t. ugustin e,
becau e it wa a place [that wa J land of the Engli h 60 and
that another lik numb r would com e to Apalache by
land, which are little places and it would t fire to all of
th em .
The aid p tated also that he saw an Indian nt r with a
sucuchi'l of food and an Engli hman behind him , going t
wher the recently arrived on wa. And the
mbraced
on anoth r a if they were giving the weI a m to each
oth r. And th Indian who cam with the said Engli hman,
on coming to where the said spy wa , and th other Yarna , h a k d them if th y had e ncountered an Englishman who wa going ba k to an Jorge with sam
hi him a to obtain arm and munition . They replied
to this that they had m e t him in the chicasa of Calo a.
The aid py al a tated tha t all the cacique of that provinc were there excep t for the on of Cauetta. And that
th e one from Ca ista w th one who di tribut d th Engli hm e n 's order .
And wh n th
two spies saw everything that wa occurring, they resolved to com to giv me a report. But they
[the ApalachecoliJ did not p rmit the other on , b cau e
of [hi J being a caciqu , to go out t an ar a without a
sentinel. And a they did not take any care with thi oth r

59 . Valienles could be rendered a lso a " o u rag o u or valiant on
60 . Th English of th e tim brazen l mad thi laim on the basi of lan d grants by
their King harle II plac ing o uth arolina's borde r a littl e SO Utl1 ofSt. ug ustin , ign ri ng 100 years of p ani h cupation f that site and of oth rs north
of it.
palach word for a con tainer of ome sort. 1 have e n it in
"sucuche de lolocano." Tolocano wa the palachee' equivalen L
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design of the English and the trail they have used. Your
lord hip will di po e about the re t that i to be done.
There ar few munition [here]. The oldi r com from
there and do not bring any. And there is no end to its being xp nd d h r , 0 that it i nece sary [that] orne
come at least. May God presel e your lord hip for many
years. San Luis, May twenty-first of sixteen hundred and
ighty- ix.= I ki the hand of your lordship.
Anttonio Matteos [sic] =
Th fat of the cacique- py remain unknown. Herbert E. Bolton state that Governor Marque Cabrera sent a third xp dition
to the Apalachicole country to capture Englishmen reported to be
th r and that Cabrera' ucce or launched two more expedition
prior to sending a garrison to build a fort there late in 1689. 6 Bolton provid d no details on the la t three expeditions and documentation for them, similar to what Math 0 provided about hi
fir t two forays, has not appeared. Only the building of the fort in
Apalachicole country i imilarly documented .

6~.

The building of tha t fort, however, is we ll docume nted as is its abando nm e nt as
we ll.
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cu e contact by the fir t mi ionarie in th
arly v nte nth
c ntury, and finally Apalach 's eventual absorption by the mis ion
program. It gives an xcellent overview of th e Hispanic settl m nt
of th e Province and the problem of Apalach adaptation to Hi pani cultural domination and the resultant confl icts. It corre tl
indicate tll.at it is the resolution, or rather non-re olution, of th
problem that eventually I ad to th collap and annihilation of
Apala h
a a viable province in the Spanish Empire. Howev r, as
Hann and McEwan point out, this is not the end of the Apalach
p opl ; ome survive in Loui iana today.
The Apalachee Indians and Mission San Luis fills an important
niche in th e under tanding of Florida' pa t. Th di appearanc of
the obvious trace of thi p riod and th 10 of all but th bar
memory of it in oral hi tory have made it difficu lt for the pre ent
day resid nt to vi ualize or v n realiz that it wa
populou and
pr ductiv area wh r two cultures met. Th impression of th e
Provinc up to now has been of a poverty tricken area where both
the native inhabitants and the Spanish newcom r m r ly ubi ted. Hann and McEwan di p 11 this myth and show the area of
Apalachee to b rich , productive , and much more like the Franci can mi ion in the West, both in app aran and in t rm of ultural int raction b tw n th native population and the Spani h.
In addition, their presentation of the role of th Florencia famil in
Apalachee and its gen alogi al conn ction i th e most compreh nsive treatment to date of a Floridano family of thi p riod . It
will provide scholar with a basis for evaluating the impact of thi
typ of ocial network not only on the first Spanish period in East
Florida but also for P n acoLa and West Florida, where member of
thi family r located and b came dominant after the fall of
palachee.
Thi volume hould be an indispensabl part of the library of
anyone interested in Florida' fir t Spani h p ri d . It provides th
lay or ca ual r ad r with a quick, easily understood, readable, and
ven ntertaining snapshot of that era in ApaJa h e . For those with
a holarly int r t in thi p riod, it provide not only an overview
that will allow him or her to quickly place oth r information about
th ar a in context but al 0 provides new information that i
ntial to under tanding th mi ion period a well as the general deLopment of the southea tern United tat . The only probl m
riou r ad r will find i the absenc of any documentation.
th
he series editor mandated thi to prevent uch details from inter-
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and 1 9l. In 1874, Gaine vill , Pensacola,
dar J y, and LaVilla
boa ted Mrican Am rican mayors.
Th D mocratic takeover of Florida in 1877 fore hadowed th
v ntual exclusion of bla ks from tate and c unty offic (th latter were mo tIyappointi ), but black continued to compete for
offic and political pow r in towns and cities for ev ral y ar . Th Y
w r probably mo t important in Fernandina and LaVilla. For two bla k m n rv d in F rnandina between 1869 and 1902, and
forty- ix h ld office in LaVilla from 1870 until it wa con olidated
withJack onville in 18 7. Blacks' continuing influ nc in th town
ang r d white D mo rats who had dilut d black p litical pow r in
th I gi latur and in th counties. In 1881 , Dem crats attempted
to wre t control from Republican in Pen a ola and F rnandina b
pa sing a law di lving th citi 'charter and mpowering th
gov rnor to appoint city officials. When Governor William D. Bloxham tried to impl ment the law, Republican app al d to th tat
upreme court which , till dominat d by R publican , declar d it
un on titutional. Wh n the court became Democratic in 1 5, th
legi lature ucce fullyaboli hed Pen a ola' city overnm nt and
ba i ally turned it over to the Democratic governor.
Although black Floridian w re p w rl
xcept in a £ w
place , white wer det rmin d to destroy ven that. The 1885 contitutional convention authorized the legislatur to initiat a poll
tax as a requirement for voting. Mter bla k , comb in d with th
Knights of Labor, won an el ction in Jacksonville and mad gain
in Fernandina and Palatka, th D mo rati ] gislature in 18 7
pa ed more rigid registration procedure and required a " ard
method of repr ntation in Fernandina and Palatka, which i 0lat d black voter, ther by wakening th ir influ nc . In 1 9
white D mocrats impo ed the "eight ballot box sy tern" and th
poll tax, and took control of tile governm n of Jacksonvill and
Palatka. White Floridian had eliminat d blacks as a politi al
threat, and in th proc ,a Brown said, rv d "as pre cur or of
Missis ippi's heralded con titutional revi ion of 1890" (63).
Reader looking for a detailed study of Mric n Am rican in
post- ivil War Florida, for black contribution on th tate lev 1, or
th rol of Democratic violence, economic 0 rcion, and fraud in
th d truction of black political power will b di ppoint d. hat
wa not Brown' intent. His major contribution is in having pain takingly uncov red information on score of pre .ou ly unkn wn
county and city official , and in proving that many erved long aft r
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antag point of a native son since h hail fr m Miami-Dad
County. Dunn' narrativ account of black Miami p roc ed in chron logical fa hion.
th storyent r th contemporary era, the author devot
eparate chapters to the civil rights mov m nt, ch 01
d segregation, racial riots and disturbances, the criminal ju ti
tern , and immigration.
While Dunn ' chapter on early black hi tory ar illuminating,
tho e d vot d to th r c nt past are the author's strongest inc
they play to hi strength. In these chapt r , Dunn' topical treatment i thorough, his analysis and inte rpretation thoughtful, and
his pro is often highly descriptive. Dunn ha used census data
and other tatistical studie impre sively.
Dunn ' tudy in Iud many interesting rev lation . W 1 arn
that Miami wa the fir t city in Florida to r move racial barrier at
lunch counters. Dunn al 0 a erts that ontrary to conventional
wi dom, the "Latinization of South Florida's cono y did not hurt
blacks th mo t. " On th ontrary, he write, the average incom of
black families in Dade ounty in th 1980s was higher than the nati nal av rag income for Mrican American famili . Moreov r
two-thirds of the black population i doing w 11 economically and
will continue to do 0 into the next century. The racial rio and
disturbances that rock d Miami in 196 and in numerous additional in tance in the 1970s and 1980s "w r n v r ab ut job or
immigration. h y w re about injustice, real or perceiv d, and
about police abuse of power."
Dunn' impre iv tudy uff r om what from several factual rror. For in tance, the hurricane of 1926 d id not nd th
gr at Florida real estate boom, which had end d a few month befor ; th hom of Dana A. Dor ey, a black millionaire, wa not r tored, but instead , th tructure, in a stat of s vere di r pair,
was raz d and rebuilt from the foundation; S nator Joseph Mcarthy did not chair the Hou e Committee on Un-Ame rican A tivities.
Marvin Dunn min d a vast array of source material in preparing this work. H has b n p cially ffe tiv in employing information gath r d from inte rviews. The author is to e commended
for hi comprehensive study of black Miami. It i th hop of thi
r vi w r that other black communities in the South will receive hi tori al tr atm nts of a imilar quality.
Historical Museum of Southern Florida
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Th developm nt of "The ucce of the Cuban ucc
tory"
i th focu of the fourth chapter, which xplor Cuban-American
thnicity and the politics of identity. Over thr -quart r of a million Cuban ent r d th Unit d State from the b ginning of th
revolution in 1959 up th rough th Mari 1 exodu in 19 O.
the
uban hav d v loped both economic and political pow r, it has
becom clear th r i no ingl ,monolithic Cuban bloc. Th r ar ,
in tead, differenc about race, incom ,cla and even on polic
toward uba.
An analy i of th differenc b tw en blacks a d uban i xplored in chapterfiv ,which di cus e th vi it of t
outh Mrican
1 ad r
I on Mandela to Miami in 1990 and i ub-titled "The 10balization of Ethni ity in an American City." New of Mand la'
visit came out in late May. Cuban political leader in Miami, mindful of Mandela' friendship with Fidel Ca tro, dating back to the
ear th form r had pent in pri on, decided to giv the outh Mrican a Ie -than-friendly welcom . Th black leader hip u ed thi
i u to organiz a boycott of conventions to the city that la ted
three y ar and co t th area a great deal of mone . The bo
tt i u and i ucces did, howev r, rv a a wa of increasing black
thnic id ntity and olidarity.
The final chapter return to the th reti al analy i of e thnicity "in the Po tmodern World." Croucher con Iud that " thnic conflict is a t pic of critical and growing r levance , and
Miami' i likely to be a bellwether of so ial relati n for th r areas around the glob ." Thi may ind d b the ca e. What has
happ n d in Miami inc Croucher concluded h r r
arch and
writing, and the publication of th book la t year ha been a
growing numb r of rev lation of corruption especially among
Latin and black political leader a w 11 a the fi cal bankruptcy
of th ity it If.
The good news eems to b that th ulprits app ar Ie abl to
ustain the claim that they ar bing ingled out for punishm nt
b cau
of thni ity. In the meantime, it remain to b
n
whether Miami can g t its act tog th rand re tore omething of its
tarnish d imag
a "Magic ity." Along with its xtensiv di uion of po tmodern theories of ethnicity, thi book i a good guid
to thni r lation in Miami during th la t half of th tw nti th
centur .
Florida Atlantic University
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urfaced Lincoln Highway, a multimillion-dollar ffort that took
one decad to compl teo Later, Fisher would b gin work on the
Dixie Highway, which wound its way from the upper Midwest to the
edge of the Florida peninsula.
During that ar, Fi h r married fifteen-year-old Jane Watts,
who was twenty y ars hisjunior. Early in their marri ge, the Fisher
di covered parkling, ubtropical Miami and quickly mbrac d it a
th ir n whom . Soon th re tless Fisher wa immersed in th gargantuan task of transforming a wampy barrier p nin ula lying a t
of Miami into th po h community of Miami Bah. J rry Fi h r
d vot mor att ntion to Carl's activities on Miami Beach than to
any other topic since the latter was inextricably ti d to it until hi
d ath. This topic will b of gr at inter t to most reader becau e it
provid an illuminating exploration of Fisher's huge financial inv tm nt, hi innovative promotional t chnique , the dynamic of
th gr at Florida land boom, th dev lop r' antic during Prohibition, and hi fforts to rid Miami Beach of AI Capone, a resident of
Palm Island.
Th boom went bu tin 1926, which al 0 marked the beginning
of a harp decline in the personal and profe sional fortune of arl
Fi her. Carl and Jane, a magnetic efferv
nt oupl in th fir t
decade of their marriage, lost a baby son in 1921, from which their
relation hip never re ov r d. In 1926, th y divorced; oon aft r,
ach r marri d. In the meantime, arl' drinking problem wa
spinning out of control. Exa erbating hi difficulti s wa Fi h r'
impulsive plunge into a new development, at Montauk Point on
Long I land, a proje t thr tim th iz of hi Mia mi Bach holdings. The financial drain of Montauk Point, a well a the weak ning r al
tat activity on Miami Beach, would , by the 1930s,
deplete Fisher's fortune e timated in the pr viou de ad at
twenty-five million dollar .
Even a Fi her' health and financial w U-b ing d clin d, th
w ary ntr pr n ur continu d to involve himself in new busin
ventures but with little su ce ,while al a ontinuing to a i t famil and friends with hi limited resources. Fisher died on Miami
Bach primarily from alcoholic cirrho is of th liver. Fi her was
ixty-five years of ag , and, at the time, h wa living in a mod t
hom dramatically dif£ rent from the gr at hom h had r ct d
during hi halcyon day.
Jerry Fi her ha r Ii d h avily on Fabulou Hoo ier, a biography
of Carl Fisher written by Jane Fisher in 1947, a well as Polly R d-
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Becau e the traditional Engli h elite were th principal arbiter of tatu throughout th
mpir in th lat colonial p riod,
th y fru trated the que ts for gentility of n wly wealthy m n on
both sid s of the Atlantic by insi ting upon d c ot from a w 11tabli h d famil a a pr r qui it for m mb r hip. Dani 1 D fo
and oth r poke m n for the rising Briti h commercial elite and
th champions of American planter could urg that greater importan e be placed upon p ronal a hi v m nt, but they could
n t dir ctI challeng th importance of ance try. Con equ ntly,
aspiring men in both group sought to enhance their lin ag
through th acqui ition of coats of arm and other mean . Both
group al 0 disavow d their own commercial origins and celebrated the establi hed ideal of landed wealth and I i ure. And n ith r roup qu ti n d th a umption that an rd red oci ty
r quired a hierar hical structure of authority.
Not only lineage but al 0 provincial tatu inhi ited the a piration of w althy plant r . From the beginning of c Ionization, ng]i h commentator had depicted the ettIers a inferior. Th y
as urn d that only per on of low ocial tanding migrat d th r
and that ignoranc ,alcoholism, moral corruption, exces i matriali m, and cruelty shaped American life. Planter ' re ponded b
lebrating their liv a pa toral rath r than ba kward. Although
tIl y portray d slav ry a part of this id aI, in Britis eye the in titution both reflected and ncouraged the materiali m and cru lty
of Am rican life. Over time English commentator increa ingly atta k d lav ry as not m rely vulgar but al 0 inhumane and immoral.
Rozbicki argue that American plant rs most fully recreated
gent I tandard in their adoption of pattern of ocia] int ra tion
and material posse ions that conformed to establi hed ta te . Although in a ew World environment u h cultural replication
wer necessarily incomplete, distance from England removed
them from dir ct metropolitan crutiny and thu nhanc d th ir
pow r to su tain th cultural If-confidenc of 10 al elite and to
ju tify th ir laim of up riority over the rest of their communitie .
For Rozbicki, thi a hi v m nt deci ively hape the American
Re olution.
uth rn patriot I aders aw th mselves as defending
the genteel attribute of independ nce, virtu ,and quality within
th ir las again t tho in Britain who had perv rted them. Furth rm r ,th R volution perm.itted the Am rican elite to r nounce ance try a a crit rion for gentility. Ironi ally th ultimat

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol78/iss1/1

120

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 78, Number 1

112

RID

HI

RJ

L

id a w ul
nts int nd d .

AR

RLY

far m r

d m

th n
I -

lin
.Ind

r

ity,
mmuniti
ulti ati n f
rity
plantati

u11

Am ri a nt r d th

niver: it of ampa

Published by STARS, 1999

B .RT

H. T ILL

JR.

121

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 78 [1999], No. 1, Art. 1

BOOK REVIEW

11

Volume 25 b gin on March 1, 1788, with athan Dan 's r port, from Salem, Mas achus tts, that th New Ha p hir ratifi ation conv ntion had adjourn d without taking action . "I fear,"
Dane wrot , "it will ha e a bad effect. Th publi mind ha b n
fluctuating. " The L etters end on July 23 and 25, 178 , with CharI
Thomson, long-time Secretary of Congr s ,handin over to Pre ident Washington th official r cords of the nation and att mpting,
in th proc s, to ecure for him If a po ition in the new gov rnment, a an lement of continuity and a r ward for his long servic .
The 1 tter pr rYe the delegates' realization that th new
con titution would force them to g t a fre h gri on reality by
changing th ir en e of political time , which wa already lowing
down, tanding still, moving teadily forward, ac el rating, or
about to go into warp speed d p nding on the perception and
mentality of ach individual. New Jersey delegat Jo athan Dayton
c mplain don Octob r 22, 17 that
the people in th ir rage for the new constituti n
m to
act a though the wholebu in s of th union, nay everything b sides hould give way to, or stand till until its opration, and many of them really think that with a kind of
magical proces it will, at the in tant of its commencement,
rid u of all our mbarra sments and make our circumtance flourishing .... Time and a variety and su c ssion of
political indiscr tions have brought upon us th calamiti
w ar xperien ing, and nothing but time and a eries of
wise, prudential manag m nt and political ec nomy will
extricat u from them.
Dayton' analy i onfirm Michael Li nesch' finding, in New
Order of the Age (1988) , that differing conc ption of time in the
on ciou ne s of the founder of the republic made their "political
p rsuasion . . . porou and penetrable"-creating lively, ven
alarming, politics but constraining political conflict within manageable bounds.
Th final 231 page of this volume ar a" upplement' of documents discovered aft r the volum in which they would hav appared had already been publi hed. One is Jacob Duch 's pray r
op ning th First Continental ongre s on Septe ber 7, 1774pr viou ly known only from a suspect nin tenth-century printed
version. Another is John Adams' letter of October 1774 to John

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol78/iss1/1

122

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 78, Number 1

11

Univer. it

RlD

0/

Published by STARS, 1999

L

AR

orth arolina at Green boro

123

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 78 [1999], No. 1, Art. 1
BOOK REVIEW

115

inated, bringing mi tr e and their femal slave tog th r. h
carrie this argument further by claiming that th
relation hip
contain d
d for radical ocial change. he th n a er , not altogether convincingl , that white worn n 's dome ticity " ignificantly limit d " lavery's d structivene ,while black women u d
dome ticity to fight lavery' d humanization of th ir communiti
(147) .
Weiner note that most cros -race coop ration oc urr d wh n
black and whit w m n worked together. Race still d t rmin d th
sp cific responsibilities of each, with mi tr e s pervising and
managing while black women did nearly all th rna ual ta ks.
vertheles , W in r argu , this cooperative work affirm d bla k
womanhood. Le s convincingly, he
rts that it temporarily
fr e d white women from male domination, allowing th m to "1 arn
about laver directly" (49).
Whil Fox-Genovese warn that narrow definition of dome ticity can ob cur important hi torical diffi r nces, W in r mphaizes that both black and whit women ought to uphold id al of
dome ticity. But thi did not mean that they interpr t d dom tiity alike. Mistresses trove to b come "intermedia ries" betw n
bla k and white. Black women, on the other h and, xploited
common notions of dom ticity in order to gain pecial privileg
for them lve and their famili ,but th y n ver forg t that the ir
"generous" mi tr
could al 0 be powerful enemie .
Weiner claims that this fragile allianc b tw n the
groups of antebe llum women fail d during the
con truction. Throughout th war's duration, mi tr e tranferred their "ben volent" efforts from their slaves to the
on£ d rat army, forcing th ir slaves to manufactur military uniforms an d other wartim uppli , in tead of u ing scarce resour
for th m lve and their falnilies. Black worn n re nted uch d pri ation, and their frustrations were d p ned b a n of what
the war might m an for their own freedom. On the other hand , unympath tic mistres s accused th ir slav of bing ungrateful to
their "b n vol nt" own r . The war un ov red underlying elem nts of di tru t and ho tility between women. In the end, W in r
admits, racial divisions prevail d.
Th train d r lation continued into the postw period. During Recon truction, form r mi tre e had difficulty pro uring dom tic rvi . Many whites w r destitute and could not afford th
wages. Even when th y could pay for dom tic help, Weiner a r ,
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arolina during the eighteenth c ntury. In doing 0, its author covers the mat rial lif of laves, their work routin , th ir interaction
with white, and the world bond men made for them Iv . Furth r, Slave Counterpoint: Black Culture in the Eighteenth-Century Che apeake and Lowcountry ompar and contrasts slave' xp ri n
b fore and after the American Revolution, as well as focuses on th
differenc in th lave labor forces during th 1750 in the Che apeake area and the Lowcountry.
Morgan' tudy me hes well with the re ent hi toriographical
tr nds; it al 0 add to our und rstanding about the nature of the
rna ter- lave relation hip and th vitality of the sla e community.
C rtainly rna ter had absolute power over their en laved Afri an .
Yet, slaves etched out private lives for themselve und r v ry pre cariou and uncertain condition . Bond men were ne er complet ly
powerl , and many maintain d a semblanc of fa ily life.
In th Lowcountry, lave worked hard rand di d mor frgu ntly than did their counterparts in the he apeake. The type of
work mad th difference. Working in th ri patti wa arduous
and dang rous. Yet, th ta k y tern afforded enslaved African in
th Lowcountry opportunities to carve out time to do things for
themselves, such a pending time with th ir famili e , tending to
th ir garden, and other recr ational activities. Morgan convincingly points out that Lowcountry bondsmen retain d orne of their
Old World cu tom and languag due to the con tant flood of n w
la es from S negambia, Angola, and the Bight of Biafra. Thi ituation chang d , how ver, with each passing d cade.
The material life of bond men wa omewhat b tter, Philip
Morgan not , "in th e he apeake than in the Lowcountry. h ap ake lave ... had more ample and nutritious food than their
Lowcountry ount rparts" (144). Yet, Che apeake pI nters w re no
more magnanimous than Lowcountry laveholder . The author explains that profi w r higher for Lowcountry plant r than f r
he apeake rna ter . Th r for ,th form r work d their laves
harder and in more unhealthy condition than the latt r. Giv n a
diff r nt typ of work routine and acc
to an abundanc of afood and wildlife, hesap ak bond men, understandabl , fared
better.
The tudy also shows the relation hip b tween the Lowcountry
of outh Carolina and East Florida during the British period. John
Graham and Henry Laurens, slav trader , hipp d hundred of nslaved Afri ans to East Florida during thi period; and Lowcountry
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Tucker rroneously asserts-Bernard B
(14). Furthermore,
Tu ker in i ts that G n ralJohn C. Pemberton was a pial fri nd
fJeffer on Davis (no proof of that exi ) and that thi alleg d reality work d again t Bowen 's chances of attaining promotion to
li utenant g n ral.
Was Bow n th b t major g neral in the West? Did he des rv
further promotion? The author obviou ly think
, but he fail to
h w convincingl why. Not, to be sure, that Bow n wa lacking in
trong and admirable qualiti : but he 10 t, even though he manag d to look good while doing so, at every turn.
It i a difficult, if not indeed a thankless task, to do a biography
of a econd or third-rater, whom w beli v deserv d b tter than he
got. My own General Stephen D. Lee fulfills my cred nlial in that d epartment! Both S. p. Lee and Bow n do indeed deserve more m nti n and notice than they g t. And both biographie were
xtremely diffi ult t xecute, owing eith r to a dearth of good mat rials or to their being quite wid ly catter d.
Th author b gins with a tedious d lin ation a to how Bon ral Patrick Ronayne Cleburne, wa bw n' rival, Major
towed the title " tonewall of th W t" (indir ctly and by
int rpolati n) in J f£ rson Davis ' memoir, The R ise and Fall of the
Confederate Government. Bowen, instead of Cleburne d erved this
obriqu t b cau e no Ie sap rona than General . S. Grant
prai ed him, and b cau e Bow n was' both a brillian t tactician and
strategi t" (3). Indeed, Tucker corn clos t equating Bowen with
Grant, and if Tuck r fall ju t h rt of that, h doe rgue that B w n wa th only onfederate officer in the Vicksburg campaign
who cam clo e to bing Grant' qual.
Just lik . D. Le ,and who-knows-how-large a ho t of other inad quately r warded lower ech Ion Con£ derate command r ,Bow n had a difficult p r onality, he cro ed p opl who had friend
in high pIa ,£ w of hi per onal papers hav survi ed, h wa not
a elf-promot r, and h lack d an influential up ri r who wa indin d to ing hi prai es. Too, although Bow n died of di eas during the war, unlike the ren wn d I burne, he did not di
h roically.
Bowen 's story is inter sting n ugh, and h do d erv a biography. Born into a prominent and military-ori nted Savannah,
Ge rgia, family, he wa graduated from W t Point in 1 53. H wa
th organiz r and fir t colon 1 of the 1 t Mi ouri Infantry Regim nt. Promot d to brigadier g n ral in rank from March 14, 1 62,
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lagher peg the general's relation hip with corps command r of
the Army of Northern Virginia. First, Gallagher mak an exc 11 nt
as that Lee calculat d how hi army would b b t d ploy d to
block or d feat a larger Union army. Second, Lee found that h
could not aJlow his orps commanders consid rable latitude to act
on their own , as h ap peared to do in past campaign. During the
fighting around Spotsylvania, Lee had to give close att ntion to a tions at corp lev 1, p cially b ecau se of the problem among hi
nior offi ers du to wound , physical disability, or inadequate
performanc . William D. Matter turn the coin to evaluate nior
Union officers, in luding relationships among Amb 0 e Burn ide,
George G. Meade , Philip H. heridan , Winfield S ott Hancock,
and U ly e S. Grant. Matter deftly moves the reader through the
disagreem nts and deci ions of th se commander , empha izing
that Grant learned to d al with a raft of new ubordinate and still
onk pt the Federal forces in motion, applying pres ur to th
federate. Gordon . Rh ea presents a cog nt assessment of Gouvrneur K. Warren and hi command of the Union Fifth Corps.
Rh a argu s that Warren, an able offic r, lacked aggre ivene and
misund rstood Grant' intentions. Those d eficienci s m ant that
Warren no longe r fit into the way Grant wanted th F deral army to
operate. Grant may have left Warren in corp command long r
than h e sh o uld have .
Looking at some tactical a p cts of the campaign Rob rt K
Krick delineates "Th e onfederate Experience at potsylvania '
Bloody Angle." In addition to Krick's skill at pre enting the chaotic
and death-dealing cene of battle, especially revealing are hi descriptions of xample of so-called "Le -to-the-Rear" episodes (8990, 95-96), times wh n th Confederate h ero endang r d him If,
raising po sibilitie that he might be wounded like other enior
ourh rn ommanders, su haG n ral J am s Long tr et and
General J. E. B. tuart. Anoth er co n tributor, Robe rt E . L. Krick ,
provide an as essment of th cont st b tween mount d troop , including th e Battl of Yellow Tavern, wh r Stuart was mortally
wound d. Acknowledging that Stuart' d ath was a psychologi al
bl w to the Confed ra y, Kri k conte nds that hi r placement,
Wade Hampton, might have b en mor willing to fight on foot
than Stuart. P ter . armichael address a regim n ral vi w of the
fighting from the perspecti e of the 15th New Jersey Infantry, on
f th uni attacking th "Blood
y Angle," th
riti al pot of the
battl .
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mad Ewe ll a logi al choice for command in the Con£ d rate
for es. From Fir t Mana a in J u ly 1861 to hi wounding at
Gr v ton in August 1862, Ewell played a con picuo role in the
war in Virginia, pecially during J ack on 's famous Sh nandoah
Valley Campaign of 1862. Whil Ston wall receiv d the gl ry,
Phanz maintains Ew 11 wa the key to victory in the Valle.
After the ampu tation of hi I g fo llm-ving Groveton, Ew 11 remained a convale ent until Jack on's d ath aft r Chancellor vill
in Ma 1863. Wh n L turn d to Ewell to repla e t newall "Old
Bald H ead " appeared up to the ta k. But after a sma 'hing and decisi e victory at Se ond Winchest r inJune, Ewe ll did n ot mov fa t
enough on th e fi rs t d ay at Gettysburg and arn d an e nduring part
of th blame for Lee's ultimate d efeat in th thr e-day battle.
Phanz how that Ewell experienc d mixed success during hi remai n ing tim a a orp commander, p rforming splendidly during th e Battle of th e Wildern e s and v ntually losing his
compo ure in Lee' pre n c at the Ba ttle of Spotsylvania oun
House .
Injun 1864, Lee removed Ewell as command er of the S cond
orp and p laced him in charge of the Richmond d efenses. While
considered a demotion by Ewell, Phanz concludes Ewell r nd red
orne of his fine t rvic in this capacity, particularly during the
Battle of Fort Harri on. When Grant broke Lee' line at Petersburg on April 2, 1 65, Ewell assisted in the chaotic evacuation of
Richmond. t the d ba I known as Sailor' ere k, Ewell urrend er d to Union for
with approximately 2,800 of his m en. H e
spen t the final day of the war en route to Fort Wary n , Ma achults, where h e remain d a pri on r-of-war untilJuly 19.
Earlier well biographi s pal in comparison to Ph a nz' 655page work. Although orne read r may grow w ary of hi d etail d
d escription of Ew l1 's pr -Civil War care r, this porti n of th narrative provides previou ly unknown information about his life and
n ew insigh t regarding his charact r. The author's discu sion of hi
po t-war liD is more u ccinct but qually revealing.
Of cour , th m eat of this book i £ und in the chapter oncerning th
ivil War. Phanz's di cussion of th e enga ement and
campaigns in which Ewell was involved i bo th r adable and tactically d escriptive; a commendabl feat for a military b i graph er. Although cl early a Ewell upporter, Phanz doe not a tt mpt to hid
his bi mi h es, wheth r de cribing Ew ll's rage toward r treating
on£ d rates at Spotsylvania or his moodine and e lfi hn s to-
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ward t llow Cont d rat POW n th wa to F rt Warr n. In lh
instanc wh r h m aya p ar ov r1y d fen iv of w 11, u h
urin hi di u ion fL . ' deci ion to r m v him fr m orp
c mmand , Phanz ' re ear h and narrativ pr vld
h information for read rs to draw th ir own n Iu ions.
Futur Ew 11 bi graph r wi ll be h ard pressed t
work
urpa ing Pfanz' . H i iblio raphy which includ
ix pa
f primary ources, indicate that t w ton w r I ft un turn d. N w int rpr tations of Ew 11 ' p rforman
t ro I(, ys, ettysbur, and
other battl will app ar, b t thi bio raphy promi
t ndur.
Library of Vir inia

DALE F. HART R

Confederate Tide Rising: Robert E. Lee and the Making of Southern trategy 1 61-1862. B Jo ph L. Har h. (K nt Stat
niv r it Pr
199 . xviii, 27 pp. Pr f ce, appendix ,not , I t bibli graphy, ind x. 35 .00 cloth. )

ind p nd n
Har h make
prim nt. " on iderin all of the disadvantag and lim itati n under which the la or d ," South rn 1 ader "di play d
n r ]
on i t ncy, r a onab] insi ht and on id rabl d t rminati n in
mobilizing and applying tit ir r our
to a hi v th ir war aim "
(11) .

Into the big pi ture i th prin
'did not b Ii v th S uth could achie
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manpower and supplie " (136). Lee always favor d "giving battl
nec ary to inflict th maximum punishm nt on th Federals and
to nurture th ir de ir to quit" (70).
Such strategy of breaking Northern will required time, and a
the onfederacy ev ntually di covered, time wa its worst enem .
outh rn r ourc w r in uffici nt ov r the long haul to block
the North with its vast uperiority in men and mat ri 1. Thu , from
th beginning, Jefferson Davis and his better generals saw that offen iv action o££ r d th outh it b t opportunity for quick victory. To wait on defense was to invite inevitable defeat.
Th fir t ighteen months of the war bor out this premi ,
Harsh effectively argu . Th op ning ix month (April-Octob r
1861) brought succe e a the southern nation pursued a strat gy
to gain control of th bord r tates. Six month of di aster follow d
after th Conf, d ra y went on th def, n iv . Th n came the third
stage, beginning in May 1862, when the Confederacy emed to b
at its be t in mobilization, concentration , and offensive operations.
Lee' fir t thr e month in command of the Army of Northern
Virginia is the core of the work. Harsh sees two hidd n but u eful
qualiti in Lee: the ability "to impre s his will on confusion around
him " and "th inherent, anguine confidence to confront the m t
eriou problem with a po itive attitude" (50).
trat gy, L
mplo ed flank moveDedicated to o££ n iv
m n more than frontal as aults. Beaver Dam Cr ek, Gaines ' Mill
and Malvern Hill convinced him (for the mom nt) of th folly of
direct attack again t uperior numb r . Har h ' Lee i not a
knowledgeable or as intuitive as others have portrayed him to b .
~ t neither is Le her th h ad-down, blind atta k r acrifi ing
troop needlessly-a stap) tllat a small and irritating corps of reviionists would hay u b Ii ve.
Harsh relied on printed ources for a narrative that is interpretiv rather than path-br aking. H i excellent at Ii ting r a on or
factor in 1-2-3 fashion. Twenty-eight pages of app ndices are icing
on th ak. ~ t many readers will di agr with orne of hi judgm n . Sympathetic toward Lee , Davis, and John Pope, the author
take a wipe or two at "Ston wall" Jack on;Jame Long treet i an
"un nthu iastic subordinate" (158); and Jeb tuart's "flamboyant
x cution" of ord r on th ride around Mc I Ban 's army wa "an
unr asonable ri k" made at a critical point in th war (194).
Ov rall, howey r, Harsh ha abandon d lock- tep thinking.
th sam time, h e dare critics of Lee and Davi to d velop-if they
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an-m r valid argument. The r ult i a w 11- raft d w rk int nd d primarily for the ar 1chair general among Civil War buffs.
It is also aery pleasanl read.
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John rchibald ampbell: Southern Moderate, 1811-1889. By R b rt
Saunder Jr. (Tu al osa: University of Alabama Press, 1 7. xii,
2 6 pp. Pr face , note, ibli graphy, ind x, about th uth r.
$39.95 loth.)

In th 1940, hi t ria Jam G. Randall laid blam for th
American Civil War q arely at the feet 9f a "blund rin
n ration" of political leader who let the nation drift into e tional nfti t. If u h a group exi t d, Alabama juri t John AI hibald
ampbell would ha t b indud d . During th 1 50 and 1860
Campbell tried vainl a a .S. Supreme ourtjudge and as a onfederate offi ial to top sece ion and lat r nd th r ulting war b
pur uing a moderate p liti al cour e. In this fir t full bio raph of
Campbell, Robert Sau der Jr. attempts to place the juri t and hi
legal philo ophy into the broad r cont xt of nin t nth- ntury
Am rica.
ampbell, a Georgian y birth , wa for ed to I av W t Point
in 1 28 to h lp upp rl hi financially ruin d family. A I al car r
offered the solution, and b the 1830s the young lawy r wa in abarna, making hi fortune during the "flu h tim ' th r. ampb Jl
tri d hi hand at tat politi as w 11 but quickly learn d that hi
t mperament pr dud d h Iding 1 ted offic . Ev n hi bio raph r r f, r to him a a' wretched politician" (233). Only n n-p litical situations could provid Campbell with the mean to erve the
public intere t, which he de ply crav d.
At times in his life Campbell appeared to be a bundl of ontradiction ,and aunder argue that he "defie I ar, un lutt r d ,
or d finitive typeca ting" (235). While seemingly a harnpion of
tat 'rights in relati n to the South, he aloin hi I gal ar urn n
reco nized that in many instances the federal governm nt did indeed hay the power t regulate a pe
of Am ric an lif,.
mpbell hims If nev r c ndoned th option of sec ssion but wa an
active d legat at the 1 50 Na hville onvention and a [, und r
of th Mobile chapt r f the radical Southern Rights
ociation.
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Finally, slaveholder Campbell always held that the institution of lavery was doomed and advocated a system of gradual emancipation,
while at the arne tim d t sting abolitionists as revolutionaries
b nt on d stroying the South.
By the 1850s the Alabaman enjoy d a national reputation a a
I gal thinker and wa rewarded with an appointment to the upr m
ourt in 1852. He later voted with the majority in the infamous Dred Scott case and sincerely believed that thi d ci ion would
solve the problem of lavery in th W st. Saunders sums up Campbell' tanc h r as an example of "remarkable p litical naiv te"
(125). As a Supreme Courtju tice, Campbell till ught th modrate path and, as a re ult, acquired nemi in both ection. Hi
position in Alabama was little helped by his not immediately re igning hi eat on the Court with Abraham Lincoln' election.
As the nation fell apart, ampbell acted as a elf-appoin t d
peacemaker. How ver, hi fforts at negotiation with the new Lincoln Administration over the status of Fort Sumter only howca d
hi lack of political skill. Ad pr ssed Campbell resigned from the
Suprem
ourt when the real fighting began, but by 1 62 he wa
working as an assistant secretary in the Confederate War D partment. While his actual dutie there amount d to little more than a
glorified cl rk hip, Judg Campbell endured becau e he believ d
he could help end the war if giv n the chance.
That opportunity arne in 1865 when Campbell attended the
famous conference with President Lincoln aboard the steam r
River Queen. Whil nothing concrete came from the talks, Saund r
ee
ampbell as the only onfederat r pr sentative there who
wa willing to accept Southern defeat and pos ibl reunion. Lincoln and ampbelliater discussed the Virginia I gi lature meeting
and withdrawing the Old Dominion from the onfederacy, a plan
Lincoln hortly disavow d. Once again Judge Campbell had b n
b ted politically and soon found him elf ironically in federal custody und r suspicion of being involved in the pre id nt' as a ination.
Lik 0 many southerners, the released Campbell began an w
in 1865 and labored at the bar to upport hi family. His legal kill
r main d in demand, and by the time of hi death in 18 9 h had
re ained his position as one of the country' pr mie r attorney. In
fa t, hi arguments in the 1873 Slaughterhouse case ' about fed ral
authority to protect civil rights would become one of the foundation of the landmark 1954 Brown v. Board of Education deci ion.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol78/iss1/1

136

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 78, Number 1

128

FLORI

HI TORl

QUARTERL

Th author ha pro uced a w 11-r earched and w 11- r aniz d
bio raph of a ignificant figur in outhern and American I gal
histor . Th writing . tyle i g n rally
d , though th narrativ
t nd to drag when di cussing Campbell' num r u
Uft a
All in all , John rchibald ampbell: outhern Moderate mak a lid
contribution to th hi t riC' llit ratur f th
tr ubI d tim .

Florida In titute oj Ted nology

R
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YL R

Herndon' Informant: Letter. , Interview , and tatements AboutAbraham
Lincoln. Edit d by Dougla L. Wil on and R dn
. Davi . ( rbana and hi ago: Oniv r ity of Illinoi Pre 1 9 .
ii, 27
pp. Pr fa , a knowled men , introdu tion, ditorial not
hort citation and abbr viation , r gi t r of in£ rman , pp ndix, ind x. 49. 5 loth.)
Soon aft r Abraham Lin oln wa a sassinated, William H rn don, his Ion -tim friend nd partn r in hi Ie 'al pra ti , one iv d of a plan to write a compr h n iv bi graph
f th
martyr d pr id nt. Herndon wa well uited for the ta k. H had
har d a law office in Springfi ld, r1linoi , with Lin In in 1 43
and had known Lin oln fo r sev ral year b for th y r at d th
partn r hip.
Herndon s t him elf to work in arn t by arly May 1 65. H
propo d to raft a narrative on "th ubj tiv Mr. Lin oln ," yi Iding an in ight into u h matt rs a th Iat presid nt' "pa i n app tit -& affe tio .' Hi plan t d v lop a liD hi tor inv Iv d
olicitin r 011 tion fro th man individual ,h had kn wn
Lin oln.
Herndon int rvi w d fri nd ,pro£ ional acquaintan , and
famil m mb r wh Ii ed in or n ar Springfi ld. H tr
I d t
meet nd int rvi w other individual whil maintaining a luminou correspond nee with others. Hi diligence in pur uin th
ubj twa near heroic in i rna nitud. h pr c
f ath rin
thi te timon cr ated a bod y of mat rial that now w uld b
nt ral hi tory oBe tion.
r dan
Mo t of its ubject matt r
n rn d Lincoln'
beam pr id nt. Much t H rndon' amaz m nt,
indivi ual offer d a co n ts f pi d in Lin In '
known to rno t of hi
nt mporari.
ordin t th
ni , the oun Line In ad b n ubj ct to bouts
p
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depre ' 'ion and had possibly been suicidal at tim ; h had b en, at
b t, an agno tic; and he had proposed marriage to sev ral worn n.
Perhaps th most en ational r collection H rndon encountered
was the contention that after he had be com ngaged to hi futur
wit , Mary Todd, Lincoln had fallen in love with another woman.
Finally, aft r a brooding intro pection, he married Mary out of a
ense of obligation to his initial pledge of fidelity, n t becaus h
lov d h r.
H rndon originally int nded to write the biography by 1867.
But because of several problems (including financial pressures) , he
topped regular work on th project by late 1867. Herndon was not
abl to re-e tablish con istent attention to the life history until
1885, when he b gan a ollaboration with Jesse W. Weik, a young
man with whom he had previously corresponded.
In that year the pair launched a new round of gathering r collections and requesting mor d tail from individual who had previOll ly offered testimony. Th resultant docum nts, combined
with th int rview texts and letters assembled by H rndon in the
1 60s, built a collection that included stat m nts b more than 250
"informants." Largely based upon this documentation, Weik wrot
a biography that wa fir t publi hed in 1889 as H erndon's L incoln:
The True Story of a Great Life. hortly before hi d ath in 1891, Herndon prepared a revised edition of the book that includ d additional material. The second edition was published in 1892.
From the moment the general public learned that Herndon
was preparing his biography, the project wa contr versial. Many
contemporaries objected to inquiries into the privat lit of th
gr at man. Others hotly disput d the validity of certain pi odes relat d by variou informants and subsequently reported by Herndon.
During th first half of this century, a number of professional
hi torian al 0 rai ed concerns about the recoll ti n Herndon
utibzed-mo t notably, Jame C. Randall , the author of a classic
four-volum Lincoln biography. But since Allan Nevi n develop d
a pathbr aking oral hi tory proj ct at Columbia n iv r ity in th
1950 ,th value of t timony elicited from p rsonal m mory h
of evid nc from ourc
be m widely acc pt d. Car ful u
u hath Herndon-W ik collection can augm nt and enrich virtually any hi torical analy i .
Dougla
. Wilson and Rodney O . Davis have mad an outstanding contribution to hi torical scholar hip by editing and
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brin ing to publi ation H erndon ' Informants. Pr vi u I a ailabl
a po rl or aniz d ri
f manu ripts in th Librar f ongr , th H rndon-W ik c 11 ction n w appear in a il r adabl
type with an index and an xc 11 nt r gi t r f in£ rman . Th oJlection tand a th m t importan t b dyof vid nc for braham
Lin In ' li£ b for 1 60. It al 0 contains a lode of mat rial nth
oci ty and popular cultur of th mid-nin t nth ntury nit d
tate . Wil nand Da . de rv a round of applau t r th ei r Jabor ; th
ni r ity of I1linoi Pr
hould b comm nd d f, r
pu bli hing u h a worthy product.

Florida Farm Bureau

. B.

RAWF RD

tanding otdiers, Kneeling 'laves: Race, War, and Monument in Nineteenth-Century America. By Kirk avag. (Princet n: Prin t n
Uni r ity Pr ,1 997. iv, 270 pp. Li t of iUu tr ti n
kn wledgm n note, in x, about th auth r. $ 5.00 1 th.)
Asid

in
an
hi

ont nds, th
mo uments repre ent d a truggl in th publi
ph r wh r Mri an Am 'rican fail d to find th ir d e ' erv d r ognition. A new post-w r America m rg d with th
nil d in th ir whit ness.
Th auth r ob r
that th Unit d
had £ w publi
monuments or memorials-say a handful in m m ry f th R v lution-pri r to 1 1. C rtainl , £ w marbl or bron z ima
of
Mri an Am rican to d before th
ivil War. Whil
ral
tor, in luding abolitioni t Henry Kirk Brown d ign d
men for go rnm n t building that in Iud d lay ,th
rejected or ne r compl t d. Hiram Pow r 'famou 'Gr k
(l 44) re ived wide p r d nati nal tt ntion but h r
whit app aranc
ok d a "high r spiritual truth' th at d
cruelty a 0 iat d with lav ry.
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The Civil War era monument offered blacks the opportunity to
appear in the public sphere-in parks, squares, and buildings-as
redefined American -fr , proud, and ind pendent. John
Quincy Adams Ward created such an image in his sensational twofoot bronze entitled "The Freedman" (1863) which enjoyed limited private ale. Th them of emancipation rec ived nthu ia tic
local consideration in the North, but sculptors encountered obstacles to proposed two-figure statues that included Abraham Lincoln
and an Mrican American in a dominating standing-kn ling pattern. These paternalistic renderings were rejected repeatedly for a
sol itary Lincoln holding a pen or scroll signifying fr dom.
Savage analyze the myriad factor surrounding tl1 only monument to emancipation erected-the Freedman ' Memorial to
Lincoln, dedicated in Washington , D. C., in 1876. Mrican Americans held high hopes when the project commenc d in 1865. But
th fini h d product, designed by Thomas Ball, revealed the
"Great Emancipator" standing with a benign, yet commanding authority over a h lpl , ubject black male-an all too typical d ign. Abolitionist Frederick Douglass, deeply disappointed,
denounced the Mrican American as "unmanly" an the statu a
commemorating a "white man's president."
Since blacks now had "their memorial" in the capital, the nation moved on to erect tatu to Lincoln , th pre erver of th
union and the guarantor of the moral order. Meanwhile, across the
South, variou privat group built equestrian statues of Robert E.
Lee. Savage suggests that the motive for elevating Lee, instead of
Pre ident Jefferson Davi , to monument status involved the postwar evolution of southern belief that sought to de-politicize the
conflict and mak it a fight for liberty, not slavery. Lee, noble, gracious, and manly, embodied the perfect racial icon and symbolized
the Lo t Caus .
Reconstruction ended in the South by 1877 and with it any d finabl progres towards black equality and citizenship. Blame for
the failur to creat an interracial society can b widely placed on
a resistant South and an uncommitted North. Instead of monuments celebrating a n w fr edom and racial order, statues of Lincoln and Davis were joined by homages to the common citiz nsoldi r of the local militia unit. Savage notes that in an increasingly
impersonal and technological conflict, the e monum nts to 01di r who placed duty before all else, reaffirmed the dignity and
m anhood of the individual. Rarely, such a the memorial to Rob rt
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Gould Shaw and the lack Fifty-Fourth Ma achu tt.s R gim nt n
Boston Common, did images appear that under cored th brotherhood of man. Mo t itiz n- oldi r monum n we r whit pr -1 al and anti-national p w r.
Well researched nd el gantly writt n, thi work is a pow dil)
tat m nt about the reI tio ship of the Civil War and race to monurn nts and public pac . Although it do not m ntion Fl rida
the book m rits study s an f£ ctiv xamination of th link b twe n popular culture and the evolution of po t-war soci ty.
University of outh Flmida

J

H

M.

BEL H

VEK

Who Killed John Clayton? PolItical Violence and the Emergence of the New
outh, 1 61-1893. By Kenneth C. Barnes. (Dur ham: Duke Univ rsity Pre 199. xii, 203 pp. Li t of illu tration pr fa , a knowledgments, introduction, app ndix , not , bibli graph ,
ind x. $49.95 cloth, 16.95 paper.)

On a lat January night in 1889 as John Middl ton layton
penn d a I tter in Plumerville, Conway County, Arkan as, a hot un
bla t hatt r d the .ndow of his boarding-hous room and kill d
him. The brother of th famous Arkan a R construction gov fnor
Powell layton, th ounger sibling attempted to carryon th Rpubli an mes ag in an overly ho tile Demo rati atmo pher . Vi 1 nt political turmoil characterized the Razorback tate during th
entir Civil War and R on truction fa, ind d , until th 1
f
the n ineteenth entury. Alt ough not in th am at
ry a Mioun in t rms of uph aval, Arkan an nurtur d a h tr d f, r
i ts, R publican , and the intrusion of national sovereignty.
Kenn th C. Barnes u e th murd r of Clayton to xpl r
onway ounty, Arkan a , i th year from 1861 to 1893. H di agr
with th the is of Carl I. Moneyhon and . Vann Woodward (wh
ironi ally pent hi y uth in Conway County) that th lead rs ofihe
antebellum and po tbellum South w re diff, r nt. B rn
mor continuity than di ontinuity. Tho in pow r befor , during,
and aft r the ivil War ere the same kind of I ad r if not tri tl
from th am cla . Nev rth 1 ,th Y w r till m mb r f th
lit . h ey hang d th ir occupation however, and b cam businessmen and profes ional in tead of plant r / far m r .: nd j in d
folk to 1 ad th D m rati party.
with th r middl -cla to
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Much of what happened in Arkansas was a reflection of demographic and economic changes. Between 1870 and 1890, the black
population of Arkan a almo t tripl d. Many from ar a a t of the
Mi issippi River migrated to the state searching for land and new
beginnings. The large influx of Mrican American into Conway
County created a phenom nal growth among the black deniz n .
In 1870, only 630 blacks lived in the county that grew to a stagg ring 3,206 in 1880, an increase of 409 percent. At the same time the
white population of th county expanded from 7,482 in 1870 to
9,546 in 1880, a gain of only 28 percent. Moreover, th agricultural
scene also changed with an additional emphasis on cotton cultivation as opposed to food crops.
VVho Killed John Clayton? is an xc llent monograph in many
ways. The author provides an abundance of details of local politic,
race relations, co nomic development, and social reality during
the last four decades of the nineteenth century. Barn s cond mns
the Democrats for the tactics; after all they undermined two election, tole ballot boxe and poll books, murdered three of th oppo ition, attempted another, and behaved in a despicable political
manner. Their lives had been predicated upon a social and economic tructure that erved their standing in the community quite
well. Barnes has demonstrated beyond a doubt that these individuals had no compunction about using any means to maintain their
po ition.
The major strength of the book is its portrayal of the political
and economic environment of Conway County. Oddly, its major
weakne i Barne ' inability to locate Clayton's as as ination within
the framework of how violence was used in the post-Reconstruction
year to maintain social order in the South. The author appears to
be unfamiliar with the most recent literature of postwar southern
violence. Barnes may b correct in his argument that violence
played the key role in Conway County in the elimination of blacks
in politic, the de truction of th Republican Party and the re urrection of segregation. But hi torian uch as Woodward and
Michael Perman have emphasized ocial and economic changes a
more important.
These criticisms aside, VVho KilledJohn Clayton? i an important
local ca e study of an old Confederate tate that has only rec ntly
attracted new first-rate scholarship. Barne seems to argue that
physical coercion paved the way for egregation and the destruction of a party that desired to include blacks in the body politic.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol78/iss1/1

142

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 78, Number 1
134

FLORlO

HlSTORl

Q

AR ERLY

Thi work reinforces the si Tnificant, if not th ov rriding, r 1 th t
viol n play d in the fi nal tag
fth
uth' r d mpti n. layton' murd r wa th last a t in a long and in
ant strug I
whereb the R publi ans and their farmer allie att mpt d to way
voter thr ugh I gitim te
an and th D m cra ad pt d unethical tactic to for tall a 0 ial revolution.

Gallaudet University

BARRVA.

The olton Plantation South Since the Civil War. By had
. Aik n.
(Baltim r : John
opkin Univ r ity Pr ,1 9 . vii , 4 2 pp.
Pr fac , acknowl ed ments, not s, bibliography, ind x. 45.00
hardcov r.)
In The otton Plantation outh Since the Civil War harI Aik n
traces change in th geography of the plantation region that 0 urr d b tw n 186 and] 970 and xamin th hifting r I ti nhip of African America s to th land. Focusin mainly on
Georgia, Mi i ippi, and Alabama, Aik n argu s that alth ugh in
om par
f th
uth
plantation
t m wa d lining v n
before th 1930s, in other plac s it has endured. He ugg
that
the per i ten of the plantation ha b n b ur d by alt r ti n
in land ap and ttl m nt patt rn that rna k d ba .i
ntinuities in th conomi, political, and ocial organization of th rural
outh.
Aik n outlin two major tr n £ rmation -th
of
tenancy after the Civil War nd its gradual demi aft r th 1 3
that split th hi tory of the plantation into three di tin
ra : Old
outh (1600-1 5) , N w outh (1
-1940) , and M d rn
uth
( ince 1970). Old ou th plan tation w re characteriz d by nul at d s ttlement patterns hat r fl t d white laveown r ' ti ht
ontrol over th ir orker. Slave quart r and building hiding
farm animals and implements wer c1u t r d around th "big
ho e," th primary ymb 1 of whit domination . Aft r th
ivil
War, fr dp ople' refusal to work in c10s ly up rvi d gan as
th had und r lay r forced plantation own r t grant th m
mall amount of ind epend nce. Th di P rsed h u
of individual t nant famili ,along with black hurche and h I , w r
"geographical xpressions of fr dom" (21) that distin
N w outh plantations from th old lave y tern, th ugh
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xploitation, segregation, and disfranchisement placed trict limits
on that fr edom. Beginning in th 1930s and continuing through
th 1960, ew D al agricultural policies and th mechanization of
cotton production ejected the majority of black pe pIe from th
agricultural system. Th Modern South ha
n a change in settlement pattern hap d in part by the civil rights movement and the
War on Poverty. The shift from tenancy to wage labo was ac ompanied by a return to centrally located hou ing and farm building on
plantation, while di plac d workers cluster in enclave (including
many public housing projects) at the edges of the c tton fields .
Many tudie of Mrican Am ricans in th twentieth century
ha e focu d on migration and urbanization. We know relativ I
little about the experience of black people who remained in th
rural South , particularly after th 1960. Aiken' discussion of
v nts up to and including the civil rights mo ement is ba d
mo tly on the existing lit rature and add nothing new for hi t rian , but hi account of d v lopm nts in th lat twentieth century
mak au ful contribution. Like the nation as a whole, the region
ha split into two: the South that is doing well economically and anoth r outh that had b n I ft far behind. Th high t poverty and
un mployment rate occur in the plantation regions, which eem
unable to escape the accumulat d effects of a y tern that d lib rat ly kept worker poorly educated and ill-equipp d for occupation outside of agricultural labor. Federal aid and the ocial
programs of th 1960 hav led to some improvement in the living
conditions of rural black people but have fail d to olve und rlying
e onomic problems. Aiken asserts that in many communities whit
elite w re abl t oopt antipov rty measures and use them for
th ir own purpose, giving rise to "a new paternali m in whi h
whit ,tog ther with om aggre iv black , controlled and manipulat d federal programs ... to redefine and extend their domination" (252).
Aiken's main fi Id of expertise is geography, and hi focu on
chang in the land cape and patial patterns of plantation regions
differs slightly from the historian' approach to thi topic. However,
hi work i ba ed on both primary and secondary historical sources
as w 11 as statistics, diagram, and photograph, and all are int grat d into a w 11-organized narrative that is easy to follow. Aik n '
excellent di cussion of the different phas of me hanization of
cotton production is particularly notable and helps to explain why
th di placement of farm workers was a gradual process that wa
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d 0 rap riod of thir years. holars in an fi Id wh ar int d in th tw n . th- ntury outh will find thi a valuab le addition to thir c II cti on .
pr

aTter . Woodson In itute

RET

DEJ

Keeper. of the pirit: The Jud ·cial Re pon e to Prohibition Enforcement in
Florida 1885-1935. B John]. uthri Jr. (W tport: r nw
Publi hing roup , Inc., 199 . xi , 1 0 pp. Prefa , intr du ti n ,
1 t d bibliograph , ind x, bout the author. 5 . 5 loth.)
During th pa t £ w de cades temp ran e and pr hibiti n hi d a mode t r vival, but, with notabl
x ptiontor ha nj
such as David E. Kyvig d. , Law, Alcohol, an d Order: Per. p tive on
NationalPmhibition (19 5) enn th M. Murchi on , Federal riminal
Law Doctrine: The FOTgott
en Influen ce of National Pmhibition (19 4)
and Richard F. Hamm 's Shaping the Eighteenth Amendm nt: Temperance Reform, Legal Cu ure,
lt
and the Polity, 1880-1920 (19 5)-it ha
fo u d n or niz d t total r . L gal hi tor ha b e n marginalized b mo t hist rian fth drink qu ti n. holar writin in an
ra d minated by social history rar I hav both r d t tud th
rol f th judiciary in the "nforc ment of local , tat , and fed fa1
prohibition.
John]. Guthrie J r. mak an imp rtant ontributi n to thi n tud of Florida. Hi w 11-r glect d t pi with hi half-c ntury a
earched monograph , ba ed n a 199
ni r ity f Fl rid
d toral di rtation and veral publi h d arti I
th r 1 an of enduring tradition in Am.erican
con titutional th u ht, manit ted in th opinion i u d b m mb r f th FI rida uprem court and th £ d ral di tri t urts f
outh ern Florida. Guthri p rsua iv 1 ar u that m tjudg
cid d th diffi ult qu tion brought befor th m-d aJing with
p r onal lib rtyand yovernm ntal poli p w f, priva )' and pr prty right
n urrent federal and tat jUfisdi ti n , and pr p r
forfeiture-on th b si ofprin ip l ,pr
d nt, and 1 al hi]
ph. h jud
did n t impl refl ect chan in publi opini n
about th manufactur and ale f b
rage alcohol.
During th y ar di cussed b Guthrie, Florida liqu r law
hift d from local opti n to 1 gi lativ abolition [ I n (191 )
and th di P n ing f alcoholi b v rag in priva t club (1917)
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to an amendment of the state constitution to ban intoxicating liquor (191 ). In 1920 ratification of the Eighte nth Amendm nt
b an national prohibition. The dry era tarted to crumble in 1933
when near-beer was permitt d by an amendment to th Vol t ad
Act, the 1 gislation nforcing federal prohibition, and also by state
I gi lation. Lat r in th arne year the Eighteenth Amendment wa
repealed, and in the following year the stat amendm nt for pr hibition was repealed too. The Florida supreme court ruled that state
rep al re tor d th old, previou ly up r eded local option I gi lation.
Guthrie di tingui hes between "republican" judg s who ju tified th growth of poli power in order to advance the public inter t and "natural rights" judge who re i t d go ernmental
authority that endangered personal liberty and property. RegardI
of uch ideological differenc ,judg
howed more sympathy
for local option law than for state and federal ver i n of prohibition and, in most cas ,grew increasingly uncomfortable with prohibition enforcement that und rmined private property rights.
They did not accept the insinuation that the prohibition con titutional am ndments authorized the police to ignore all the other
parts of the state and national constitution.
ometimes this monograph is narrower than reader might
wi h. P rhap unavoidably Guthrie only occa ionall compares the
judicial decisions in Florida with tho e made I wh reo Th rearch for other tate ha not been done yet. Regrettably and
more surprisingly, he seldom discusses th r acti n by politician
and the public in Florida to the decisions made b the state and
federal jurists. Nor does he say much about the training of th Florida bar from which the judges had risen.
On the other hand, Guthri uses his book to upport on of
th rival int rpr tation of how and why repeal took plac . "B
192 a tat and national movement calling for the repeal of th
Eighteenth Amendment b gan to form around th id a that national prohibition had not only proved impracticable but had al 0
affronted basic constitutional afeguard, p rhap non 0 important a the fundamental rights to privacy and proper ty" (104).
Summaries of judicial opinions, sometime burden d b t chnical 0 abulary, can mak hard going for non-lawyers, but Guthri
enliv n what might oth rwis have been a dry treati e with wond rful an cdot about th plain folk accu ed of law breaking.
These people included hardscrabble whit farmer, Italian and
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Jew, Mri an Am ri ans, and v n a hine e shopk p r. uthri
al 0 provid
tartlin details about judge. Mt r r p al J f£ r n
B. Brown , who onc h d b n a prohibitioni t
vernor, 1 ft a la t will and t t m nt that di ided his win and liquor
amon fift n fri nd ' with Lh r qu t that th ey "pour ut a dr ft"
and of£ r a toast, ' H re ' t J ff Brown " (13 ).
uthri ' Keeper: of the pirits i warmly r comm nd d t hi torian fpr hibition, of Am rican I gal and con titutional th u ht
and of Florida political life.

Miami Univer: ity

D VfD M. F HEY

The Pre idency of alvin Coolidge. B R b rt H. F rr II. (Lawr nc :
Un iv r ity Pr
of Kansa , 199 . xi 243 pp. For w rd , a kn wledgmen , not s, bibliographical
ay, ind . 2.9 1 h.)

document
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Among the quiet pre ident's accompli hments w re reducing
th debt, balancing th budg t, and la hing tax . U nlike th tr otypical Coolidge, the real Coolidge did not indulg in " oak the
poor" tax policies; und er oolidge, ninety-eight p rc nt of the nation' citiz n did not pay an incom tax. In foreign poli y,
Coolidg moved away from imperiali m but not from intervention ,
which, Ferre ll points out, are two differe nt thing. Coolidge fou ed hi diplomatic attention on Latin America and muddl d
through.
Ferrell interprets his task broadly and he has written more
th an a biography, more even than an account of th e . oolidg pr id ncy. The Pre idencyof alvin Coolidge is, in fact, a ap ule ummary
of th e 1920s. Sure-handed on diplomacy and econom ics, Ferrell i
less sure-handed on oth r aspects of the d ecad e. H e fail to m ention Erne t Hemingwa , F. cott Fitzg raId, or William Faulkn r in
hi discu ion of fiction in the 1920s and omits Irving Be rlin from
his di cus ion of music. In going beyond political hi tory, the vign tt are 0 cur ory th y hould have b n ith r fl h ed out or
1 ft out.
Th author' style i clear and ntertaining although th tran ition b tw n chapt r ar abrupt. F rr 11 includ a g n rou h lpin of anecdotes and i not afraid to defY orthodox historiograp hy
when hfind it wanting. Many of hi tate m en ar refre hingly
original. The r s ar h b n fits from the recently ope ned pap rs of
'White I ou phy icianJo 1 T. Boone and a pI thora of docum ents,
m emoirs, and articles. F rrell relies fairly extensively on oolidge'
t r e autobiography, which h prai s. F rr II himself has co-edited
th autobiography of Grace Coolidge and has writt n 'everal book
on th diplomats and diplomacy of tl1e period.
The Presidency of Calvin Coolidge is the best account to dat of th
oolidge admini tration.
apr onality study, it d e a bett r j o b
of d cribing Coolidge than of probing hi mind .
an admini trative hi tory, it follows oth r Coolidg studi s in focusing almost ntion. Th
tir lyo n economic ques tions in the domesti po Ii y
diplomatic di cu ion i much trong r than in pr vious work on
th p riod .
Th m ain contribution, to tl1i revi ew r, i the author's candor
and hi weeping away of om of the t reotyp s that mi repr nt
oolidg , particularly the tediou attempts to assign blame or
prais to Coolidg with little olid vid nc . F rrell agrees with pr vious cholars that Coolidge' major failure wa hi failure to
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d amp n t k mark t p c lation that I d to th
h e goes on to ay: "A failur to remedy somethin g that mi h t have
invol d going bond th po ibili tie of hi time may not b a
pr p r m a ur for th pr id n yof
lidg " (207).
for hi failur to
i J apan
imp riali m and
rm n
aggr ion and g nocide, Ferr II conclude, "th
0 lid
admini tration h uld h av d on ver thin po i 1 to pr
nt th
vral holocausts of our time. Bu t to k for judgm n
nd
that pre umed foresight of tho
v nts i unhi tori al;
mu h to a k. Hi tor ann t be writt n that way" (207).
Univer. ity of Wi con in-Milwaukee

LE JEAN 0

E

The Dyin Pre ident: Fran/din D. Roo evelt,
F rrell. ( olumbi : Uni r ity of Mis ouri Pr
pp. kn wI dgm nts, il1trodu tion not , bibliograph , ind
$24.95 cloth.)

l i n t urpri ing that in an ag
terol, and fat hi torian h a, b om in r a ingl int r t d in th
interplay of health , m dicine , and hi tory. Am ri an pr id n ,
f th ir importanc and th availability of om m di al
b cau
r cord ha e b orne natu ral ubj
for thi di u i n.
No hi torian h as shown m r int r t in pr id ntial h a lth
than Rob rt H. F rr 11, th di tingui h d and prolifi pr f,
r
emeritu of th Uni er ity If Indiana. In hi book , Ill-Advi ed: Preidential H ealth and Public T t (1992) , The iran e Death of Pre ident
Harding (1996) a nd n w The Dying President: Franklin D. Roo evelt
1944-1945 h ha d Iv d d ply into thi ubject.
ccord ing to F rrell, pr vi u book about Ro
It' la t
month , u h a Jim Bi h p ' FDR ' La t Year: April 1944 - April 1945
(1974) and Dori Karns Godwin' No OrdinaTY Time: Franklin and
EleanDr' Roosevelt, the R me Fmnl inWDr'ld War II (19 4) ar in ad quat nd mi 1 ading. The former i ' non to a urat " (2) , whil
th latt r contain t mu h no talgia and not n ugh r ality.
What mak an w accoun t po sibl i new mat rial; p ift all
th d ian of Margar t 'Dai y" u kl and Dr. H ward . Bru nn.
u kl wa a di tant cou in of FDR and cardiolo i t Bru nn wa
on of th pr id nt' ] h y ician .
Ferrell be in h i tory with Roo v It f, lin tir d nd i kly
in ~ arly 1944. FDR, hi family, and hi do tor all t nd d t at-
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tdbute his illnes to a vari ty of minor maladi . The truth wa that
FDR wa uffering from a fatal heart di ea e. Ferr II di cu
how
the heart ondition wa discovered, how it wa treated, and how
FDR and others r a ted to it.
F rrell is no wor hipp r at the shrine in Hyd Park. H provide a d va tating critiqu of FDR and hi conduct in 1944-1945.
Roo evelt pent littl time in Washington and could ummon littl
n rgy to confront the gr at wartime i sues he fa d. H wa incapable of working more than two to four hour a day. Yet, h in i t d
on running for a fourth term when he cl arly no longer had th
ability to carry out the dutie of the office.
IfF rr 11 ha cant ympathy for FDR or Mrs. Roo v It, ther
fare better. He di play particular resp ct for Howard Bruenn, th
doctor who first correctly diagnosed Roos velt' h art problem and
insi t d, against the wishe of the president' personal phy ician ,
on treatment that would prolong his lit into 1945. Unfortunat I
for Bru nn and FDR, little could be don becaus antihyperten ive
drug that could have reduced the exce sively high blood pre ure
did not exist at that tim .
Nevertheless, Bru nn's intervention was crucial. Without it
FDR might have died in 1944 and that would have m ant that
Henry Wallace, not Harry Truman, would hay b om presid nt.
In F rr 11' opinion, Wallace wa unqualified for th pre idency
and unsuit d to it.
That Truman becam the vice presid n tial nominee in 1944
wa the result of fforts by a group of D mocratic politicians. Realizing how ill the president wa ,th e politi os maneuv r d b hind
the cenes to en ure that someone other than Henry Wallace
would r c iv second place on the national ticket. Roo ev It played
a uriously pa siv role a the vice pre idential intrigue unfolded.
To F rr 11, this is another indication of FDR's inability to on entrate and to mak d ci ion a a consequence of the debilitating ef£ ts of hi h art ailment.
Although Ferrell i highly ritical of FDR, th on i u on
which he ri s to the president's defen is Yalta. Rather than joinin the chorus of critics who hav charged that FDR mad di a trou concession to Jo eph Stalin, F rr 11 finds th president'
b havior at Yalta "unexceptionable" (106).
At the nd of th book F rrell does overreach. peculating on
th
f£ cts of FDR's condition upon policy, he cont nd that a
healthy president might have managed to avoid a whole host of
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ub qu nt disaster. A cor ing t F rr II, a h alth FDR w uld
ha made a differ n e in th trategy of th Pa ifi war (includin
a hint that the atomi
mb might not hav b n dropp d), in b tino-Am ri an r lation (and p rhap v n the av idan of
mmunist take
th Kor an War) and in Ind hina,
wh r he b Ii ve th
bacl could hay b n av rt d. All f
thi i un onvincing.
In pit of the e xce
,thi i an important nd u ful book.
It i the be t account of R ) v It's health and m di al treatm nt
in 1944-1945. It i an all ti dote to th fawnin court hit ri th t
dominate th literatur of th Roos v It pr id n y. It mak a
r a
c nvincing a that FDR was a in apa itat d in hi la t
Woodrow Wi} on wa in 1920-1921. It how ho FDR n al d
hi tru condition to t.h d lrim nt f th country. It d mon trat
onelu i el that FDR hould not ha run in 1 44. Franklin D 1ano R 0 v It wa one of the gr at tAm rican pre 'id n but in
1 44-1 45 h wa a pet
'Ifi h P litician far mor int r t d in
hi concern than th
of th country.

Univer ity of entral Florida

EOM

0

F. KALu

JR.

But for Birmingham: The La ,al and National Movement in the ivil
Right tTUggle. By Glenn T . Eskew. ( h P I Hill : Univ r i of
N rth arolinaPr , 19 7. xv, 4 4 pp. Acknowl dgn n , intr du tion, not ,bib liography, index. $49.95 loth, $19. 5 pap r.)
Birrnin ham. Fe, word fr m the civil righ
ra an v k
: police d g , Bull
nnor childr n d mon tratu h vivid ima
in Martin Luth r King, fi re hose , "L tt r from a Birmin ham
jail," th bombing f th
ixt nth treet Bapti t hur h. For
month in 1 3, th ivil rights movement focu d th nati n' attention on the people an events in Alabama' larg t ity, and
Glenn E k w Coy r all of th m and more in hi d tail d a ount f
th mo m n t in Birmingh m.
Th t r b in with the po t-World War II change in th
work force and hou ing patt rn that r ulted in in t rra ial viothat arned th ity the epithet "B mbin ham," and k w
l n
car fully chroni I th movement through th
limacti camp ign in 19 3. H al 0 di c e Birmingham p litic in th
(e p ciall th rol of . Eugene "Bull" onnor, th ommi

Published by STARS, 1999

151

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 78 [1999], No. 1, Art. 1
BOOKREVJEW

143

of public afety) and describes the fights among Birmingham 's
leadership over racial r form and the re tructuring
whit bu in
of local government.
The central cont ntion in Eskew's account involv conflict betw en two id ologically distinctive civil rights movements. On had
be n led for years by "the traditional Negro leadership cIa ." Ti d
to the "stodgy and eliti t" National As ociation for the Advancement of olor d People, it worked for racial progress through
c mpromi , n gotiation, and accommodation with th whit
eli te. "Limited in rna appeal ," according to E kew, "the NAACP
provided th only organized and con i t nt black protest in Birmingham in the po twar years. " tre ing discontinuity in th black
freedom struggle, E kew ee the emergence of Fred huttle worth
and the d v lopment of the Alabama hristian Mov ment for Human Rights in the mid 1 50
a turning point wh n th movm nt moved beyond th conservative Negro leader hip.
The cond movem nt con i ted of "n w indigenous prote t
group " oft n headed by "chari matic leader" such a huttlorth. The rna ba ed movem nt "responded to th n wid ology
of ra ial quality and Freedom Now." E kew di counts the traditional Negro 1 ader hip cIa when h argues that "the civil rights
movement b gan wh n local black activi ts in the outh organized
new indig nous protest group in th 1950 and 1960s that d manded immediate and qual access to the sy tern" and wh n h
later declar that th indigenou Birmingham mov ment in th
spring of 1963 "embodi d the civil rights mov ment in its pure t
f, rm." The differ nce b tw en the two movements can be
summed up by comparing "a reque t for improved but segr gat d
public services to a demand for equal access to the y tern."
E kew offer further provocative int rpretation . He di agree
with standard accoun about the strategic role of King and the
Southern Chri tian Leader hip Conference in Birmingham. E kew
p rtray King and
L as r presenting th traditional Negro
I ader , a opposing confrontation with Bull Connor, as preferring economic an tion to rna direct action, and a not planning
t elicit th upport of the Kenn dyadmini tration , which wa a t ally "hostile to the mov ment." Instead E k w credits Shuttlesworth and oth r indig nous leaders for in tigating demonstration
that transformed th SCL , that "broad ned i scop , changed its
trategy, and redefined its goal." Not only did events in Birmingham chang SCL , th Yal 0 led directly to th pas ag of the 1964
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oTting Out the New outh ity: Race, elas and rban De-u
elopm nt in
harlotte 1875-1975. ByTh rna W. Han h ett. ( h apd Hill:
0 pp. . . kn wI
v r ity of N rth ar tin a Press, 1 9 .
rn nts, introduction, aft rw rd, not , bibli gr
59. 5 loth, $24. 5 pap r.)
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grievanc of nearby mall farmer , mill workers and Mrican Ameri an who chall ng d th city' political and conomic elite. Their
ucc
locally and statewide in electing Fu ioni t Republican
and Populist lawmakers and a governor (1896) I d to aD mocratic
r action to disfranchise Mrican American and later illiterate
whites beginning in 1900.
Disfranchisement reduced the voter turnout from more than
seventy percent in the early 1 90s to thirty percent a decade later.
Most of the latter minority were white, male and propertied. They
in turn amended the city charter to make elections at large ensuring that the city council and school board would r main und r
their control. Meanwhile, developers began to build upscale white
suburbs, mill towns for workers and black neighborhoods to consciously segregate by race and class.
ub quently, the federal government encouraged Charlotte'
gregation by its New Deal program for public housing and
n ighborhood red-lining by the Home Own r Loan Corporation.
Mter World War II, federal urban renewal, interstate highway construction and tax laws to encourage the development of suburban
hopping centers furthered white suburban growth and inner city
di inve tm n t.
Th results met with the satisfaction of th city's comm r ialcivic elite. As planner John Nolen envisioned in the 1920s, fine
white residential neighborhoods, comfortable blue-collar and
black di tricrs, parks, boulevard and public plazas "would unite a
city's diverse peoples into a healthy community" (170). The ideal
wa the egregated city.
Nolen's vision was not to be. Following passage of the Voting
Rights Act in 1965, black and blue-collar voter challenged urban
r newal and highway construction threatening their neighborhood . They were joined by a new generation of white-collar city
dwellers who discovered the charms of older inner city neighborhood. A growing neighborhood movement cured once again
district representation on the city council and began to support
r idential diver ity ov r neighborhood homogeneity. These voter
elected Harvey Grant as Charlotte's first Mrican American mayor
in 19 1. Predominantly affluent white uburb along with black
and blue-collar neighborhoods remain, but Hanchett see the reent efforts to reintegrate Charlotte as a hopeful ign.
This book, with its seventy helpful photographs, maps, tables
and oth r illustrations, is well researched and well written. It i al 0
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New Titles

''A River in Flood" and Other Florida Stories. By Marjory Stoneman
Dougla . Edit d by Kevin M. McCarthy. (Gaine ville : University
Pre s of Florida, 1998. Pp. 176. $17.95 paper.)
In the pantheon of Florida writers, Marjory Stoneman Dougla
(1890-1998) i cherished as the grande dame. A trailblazing envir nmental cru ader, Douglas u ed her intimate knowledge of Florida' geography to inform readers as well as captivate them. Thi
new short story collection is a brilliant example of that uniqu ability. Whether the ubject is hurricanes, cockfighting, real estate
dais, struggling immigrants, or corruption in the Everglades, Douglas's vivid prose gives her stories a remarkabl
ns of immedia y.
Originally published in the Saturday Evening Post during the 1920s
and 1930 , th
nin tale have never before been available in one
volume. University of Florida Engli h professor K Yin M. McCarthy
offer an insightful introduction to each story explaining its etting, unu ual references, and significance to the history of South
Florida.
The Sunshine State Almanac and Book of Florida-Related Stuff By
Phil Philcox and Beverly Boe. (Sarasota, Fla.: Pineapple Press,
1998. Pp. 3 4. $16.95 paper.)
Have you ever wondered why there are so many love bugs in
Florida? Or how you can attract ongbird to your birdfi ed r? Or
even (for those aspiring mariners) how to obtain a 1icen e to captain
a boat? Th answ r to th e qu srion and many more are available
in Phil Philcox and Beverly Boe's wondrously eclectic new work The
Sunshine State Almanac. Thi fascinating volum provid information on a variety of topic including: wildlife, health advice, and even
legal issues. Plus, the author provid xtensiv Ii ts to aid on ' Florida research, such a a list of the state's best hi toric hotels and a
c mplete twelve-month cal ndar of Florida ev nand fe rival from clambakes to chili cook-off: , and pirate parade to pumpkincarving onte ts, this book i a veritable smorgasbord of Florida facts.
[147]
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When the hurch Bell Rang Racist: The Methodi t hur, h and the
iviL Ri ht Movement in Alabama. B David E. Collin. (Ma n a.:
M
ni r ity Pr , 199 . Pp. 17 . , 24.95 cloth.)

fwhat an
outh ' hi t r
li it

bama
onfr
f fiftman
m

Louisiana in the ge ofJackson: A lash of CultUTi and
tie . B J
ph . Tr 1 Jr. (Baton Rou : Loui ia na t.at
, 199 . P . 69. 37. 0 cloth.)

J
ni n
V""

uniqu r

1 lander. in the tre m: A H i tory of the Bahamian P, ople,
Two: From the Ending of lavery to the Twenty-Fir. l entury. B
raton and ail aun d r . ( th n : Univ r i ty of
19 . Pp. 5 2. ,75.00 h rdcov r.)
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With this monumental new work, Michael Craton and Gail
aund r have completed the most compr h n ive history yet writt n of a Caribbean country and its people. In thi volume, th author hav divided their work into three chronological ction ,
I aling fir t with adjustments to emancipation by former mast r
and form r laves b tween 1834 and 1900, then amining the slow
proce s of modernization between 1900 and 1973. The book onlude with a narrative of ev nts ince 1973 that combin san analy i of ocial change, a candid examination of current problems,
and an illuminating section on what make the Bahama and Bahamians distinctiv in th world. The authors skillfully int rw av
generalizations and regional ompari on with particular exampl
drawn from travelers' accounts , privat letter , and official di patch s.
Beyond the Theme Parks: E ploring Central Florida. B Benjamin].
Brotemarkl . (Gainesville: Univ rsity Pr
of Florida, 1999. Pp.
232 . $24.95 cloth.)
Benjamin Brot markle, radio host of Central Florida' "Th
ts onne tion,' take read r on a "behind-the- cenes" tour of
orne of the area' most rewarding cultural de tination . Whether
one is an area re ident or a vi iting tourist, Brotemarkl ' book provide a ri h palett of ites more varied and exten ive than any
theme park, including: the cr ative legacy of the Maitland Art
nt r, the pioneer heritage of Fort Christmas, and th "other-worldly"
spiritual community of as adaga. Beyond the Theme Parks al 0 inIud photographs, a convenient map, a cultural arts cal ndar,
and lists of historic ite and ar organizations. More than a guide,
this book offer a unique blend of heritage and hi tory.
Mapping the Civil War: Featuring Rare Maps fmm the Library of
Congres. By Chri topher Nelon. (Gold n, Colo .: Fulcrum PubIi hing, 1998. Pp. 176. $39 .95 hardcov r.)
A primary ourc of intelligence in the Civil War, map w r
as valuable and criti al as rifle and annons. These collected
map ,
m never before publi h d and many in manuscript
form, h w u an w face of this legendary conflict. Th
cond in
th Library of Congress Ctas i S ri , Mapping the Civil War in-
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New In Paperback

Belle Boyd in amp
Loui iana tate Univ rsity Pr
16. 5 pap r.)

(Baton R LI'T
1 6r. Pp. 27

Bo d b gan apitalizin on her wartim
and th 11 a a r ad r of ramatic a coun
11 w
dition of B d' m moir Dr w
K nn d -Knowle
Bo d, £ r n
tionaI rule d
and a one

Mule Trader: Ra Lum' Tale of Hor. e , Mule and Men.
iam R. F rri . Qack on, Mi
Pr
f Mi i !'ippi, 1
Pp. 252. $16.0 P P r.)

Lum w uld ha
tur ir uit; howe
that William F rri
am on tap . Lum wh pa d a"
pr £ i n. Hi hom and au tio barn w r in Vi k bur
ippi, but in trading h fann d out v r twenty tat and
M
. 0 r
veral ear, William F rri tap r
rd
1 n
onv ration · with Lllffi. In them , Lum di uss s th
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ou of liv tock auctioneering, his memories of ru tic southern
life, and the reason b hind hi bountiful optimisism. Pre erv d in
this instantly engaging work, Lum' r mini ce are a genuine hist rical r ource and a wonderful slice of nostalgia.
Reprints

Archaeology of the Florida Gulf Coast. By Gordon R. Willey. (Gaine ville: University Press of Florida, 1998. Pp. 696. $29.95 paper.)
Fifty year after its publication by the Smith onian In titution ,
this landmark work i ba k in print. Initially, the book mark d a
new phase in archaeological r arch. Today, it continues to offer a
major ynthe is of the archaeology of th Florida Gulf Coast, with
compl t d criptions and illustrations of all th pottery found in
the area. Willey' work contain data that remain indi pensabl to
archaeologists working in every r gion or tate we t of the Mississippi Riv r. In addition to its many illuminating photograph , th
book includes an ov rview of all the work arly archaeologi ts did
in the ar a from th 1800 up until the time of th f, deral r Ii f archaeology program of the 1930 . An enormously influential work,
Willey' book ha become the foundation upon which all ub equent r search in th Gulf ar a has been constructed.
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HIST RYNEW
onjeren e
11th Annual

Th
M
11

Th Symposium on the 19th Century Press, the Civil War, and
Free Expression ill hold its
nth nnual m tin No mb r
11-13, 1 9 at th Univ r ity of T nn
at hattano
[, ur pi of ou r pap r and a 2 0-3 0 word ab tra t to r.
aeh man, 212 Fli t Hall D pt. 3003 , niv r ity f enn s at
hattanooa hattan 0 aT, 740 -25 . D adlin i September
1, 1999.
Exhibit (9' Tours
Hi tori al Mu urn of outh rn FI rida'
pial xhibition and Fe ti al
The Mapping of Cuba, Jun 1 - pt mb r 1 1999.
sored b th J hn . and Jam L. Kni ht Foundation thi
will £ atur four een turie of ub n map.

P nhibit

Diversity and Progress: A Millennial Exhibition Celebrating the
Cultural Achievements of the New World
t b r:Janual 2000.
Thi
hibit, ,hi [, eu
primarily n Florida, th Yu alan P
in ula, and th Cari be n, will explor th br ad rang of ul tur
and [, r i n influ n
that ompris Am riean ultur in ;1 rid
Harvest Festival,
v mb r 20-21 , 19 9, 10:00 a.l1l .- :00 .m.
Pr nt d b th Hi torical Mu e m of uth rn FI rid , th 23rd
annual Harv t F ti al will featu r m r than 400 raft rti
a
w II a hi torieal r na tm n , a di pia f ntiqu ar a d £ d
[152]
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and entertainment. The Fes tival will b held at the Dade County
Fair and Expo ition Center. Admis ion i $6 for adults and $2 for
children.
For further information on th se and other exhibits and fe tivals call (305) 375-1625 or contact bye-mail: marketing historical
-mus um.org.
Final Publication

Upon th relea of its December 1998 i su , the twen ty-yearold journal Tampa Bay Hi tory cea d publication. The journal's editor cited various financial and taffing problems as rea on for
nding publi ation. However, they anticipate that the journal will
soon be sup r ed d by another publication d voted to local history, te ntativ ly titl d Florida H istory and Politics. Any inquiries about
thi n ew publication should b directed to: University of South
Florida Cent r for Florida History and Politic , University of South
Florida, Tampa, FL 33620.
Re earch in Progres

Th Quarterly i compiling its Research in Progress section to
be publi hed in th Winter 2000 volume. For thos individual who
are conducting re earch in Florida history and would like to be inIud d in that issu , plea
nd your name, affiliation (if applicable), and re arch topic and status to our editorial office, or send
u an -mail messag at flhisqtr@pegasus. cc. ucf edu.
In Memoriam

Dr. Grace E. Earnest di ed Friday, February 5, 1999. Dr. Earn t
wa Profe sor of History at P n acola Junior ColI g from 1964 to
1990. Dr. Earne t r ceived her MA and Ph.D. d egree from Florida
tate U niver ity in 1955 and 1966 r pectively. Dr. Earn t rv d a
trea urer of th e Gulf oa t History and Humanities onference for
m any ar (1972-1990). h e also wa active in the Am rican Hi tori al
ociation and th William burg Foundation. Most important to h er legacy, Dr. Earnest wa re p cted and admired for h er
ex Hence in teaching, h er lead er hip ability, and h er rapport with
students.
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MINlJTE
FLORIDA HISTORICAL 0 I TY
BOARD OF DJRE~u TOR MEETIN
Saturday,]anu ry 23,1999
h Bard of the Florida Hi-it ri loci ty m t i
aturda ,January 23 1
. In att ~ ndan wer:

n

Pam -~ I a Hall
andraJohn n
M rinu L t ur
Bill M rina

Patti Bartl tt,
r tary
Tom Bowman
an Bu kal w
Mary Ann 1 eland
Bill oker, Pr id n t
Ern t Dibbl
1 d Fi ld
r Franchere
Kari Fr d ri k on
Don Gab
Loui G ph r

d Willi m
ind!' Wi lli am
Ni kWynn

Pr id nt Bill ok r all d th m ting to rd rat 1 :00 a.m.
Minute for th annual m tinp' wer appr
d and
nd l
( 1 d Fi ld and da Willi ams) . Bard m mb r w r divi dint
ommitt
and th n w nt t their a ign d
mmitt rn tin
and w rk d n th ir ta k untillun h.
The full Bard re

nvened a t 1 :00 p.m.

Old Business
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.
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ti n from our u ual donors, or perhaps they ar d laying contributions until 1999. Th d ferment of the director's salary wa bri fly
di cussed, with Dr. Wynne rep ating hi deci ion not to accept his
full alary until the cash flow probl m is r olv d. It wa mov d by
lyde Fi ld nd cond d by Pam Hall that Debbie Morton' alary
be raised by $2,000. Motion carri d unanimously.
Dr. Wynne stated that the Soci ty was till f, ling th 10 of the
annual USF tip nd of $15,000. Now that the Society has a di play
facility op n to th public, w ar ligible to apply for grant funding from the Divi ion of Cultural Resourc in th amount of
$10,000 to 30,000.
The continuing deterioration of th Ro ett r House was disu ed. Dr. 'Vynn has had a response to hi letter to Bill Pott r, attorney for th e tat ; his letter a ked if orne basic maintenan
c uld be undertaken. The attorn y ha indicated hi readines to
p nd 100,000 on the hou e; the Rosetter Foundation will writ
the pre rvation grant and will oUect a small administration fee
on that amount.
New Business
A tentative budget for FY 1999 wa pre nted. Nick Wynne said
thi would hang according to th Finan e Committ e' recomm ndations. One expense on the Ii t-a membership olicitation
e nt to m ember of the Florida Humaniti s Council-i e timat d
to re ult in 250 new memb rs. Th annual purging or removal of
non-ren wing memb r win probably take about 100 peopl off
ur member hip list. Those p opl will b re olicited.
Sale of excess copi of th Quarterly will al 0 bring in orne
mon y. Th Univ r ity of entral Florida will b gin to can th
Quarterly into a statewide databa e. Thi will r sult in the elimination of th n ed for an Ind x ince the scanned journals will b acc sible with a keyword earch apability.
Committee reports wer giv n:
The Finance Committee r vi w d and approved ick Wynne'
report and th ugg tion for fund raising. Don Gaby ug ested
that the ociety 11 bonds, payable at orne futur dat ; both Daytona Bach and Pin lla hay u d thi approach, and after bing
p aid principle and inter t, f, w of the bond ar actually re-
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Marinu Latour reported for the Nominati n
ommitte.
Th committee di cu d potential board member, taking into
con ideration special interests, kills, and g ographic 10 ation/
FH r gion.
propos d m mb r and an alt rnate were cho n
for each upcoming late. The e individuals will be qu ri d and a final late chosen by the end of February for pr sentation to the general m mber hip at th April meeting.
Th Publications Committ met to consider veral issu s. Mter discu ion, the committee' r commendations w r to approve
th addition of paid adv rtising in the Quarterly; not to pur u pcial-int r t sponsor hip of individual issues· to approve FHS ponsor hip for publication of Florida-related manu eripts, in
co peration with t. L o's Pr ss Publication , and to a k for printin bid from oth r Florida printers for the Quarterly.
Th Annual Meeting 2000 Committee took under advi m nt
the me ting it for the year 2000. inc our Key We t board memb r has resigned, we would have no "on- ite" rep. Thi , coupl d with
FH member concern about the distane and expense involved ,
caused th AM 2000 Committ to evaluate th choie of Key We t
a a ite. With regret, the committe agreed to postpone meeting in
K W t, probably until 2002. Pensacola ha agr d to mov their
invitation from 2001 to 2000; the Lake County Histori al ociety has
a k d to be consid red as a ite and can be qu ried for 200l.
Dr. Wynn reported that th 3,500 labels had b en ord r d from
th Florida Humanities ouncil. He will de ign and have produc d a
four-color member hip olicitation br chure to use in that mailing.
U ual re ponse to solicitation of this type is one percent. Estimated
mail date for olicitation is four w ks after the lab I ar r ceived.
Reports

Dr. Frederickson r port d that the winter i sue of the Quarterly
wa in the mail and should rea h board member within a few days.
Thi i ue is a themati i u on th Civil War in Florida; som of
th articles ar suitable for our proposed Civil War anthology. The
spring i ue ha been s nt to th printer; the th m i £ male acti i ts in Florida. I u through Spring of 2000 are plann d. Sh aid
that sixt n-t -tw nty books ar revi wed in each i ue. Dr. Wynne
commented that he ha rec ived many omplim nts on the "n w"
Quarterl . Dr. oker asked that pa number be add d t th book
r ·ew ection in th table ofcont nts.

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol78/iss1/1

166

Society: Florida Historical Quarterly, Volume 78, Number 1
15

FL

RJD

HI TOR]

Q
I

ARTERL

d for r n vation fr m

n
ith r
tournam nt i

r

Dr. W nn con Iud
mad r markabi pro r
b th th taff and volunt
tion to thi pr gr
Th r bing n f rth r bu in
to com b for th
m tin wa adjour n d at 4:00 p.m.

Published by STARS, 1999

f

ar , th

167

Florida Historical Quarterly, Vol. 78 [1999], No. 1, Art. 1

https://stars.library.ucf.edu/fhq/vol78/iss1/1

168

